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Media archaeology; Iqbal Magazine 1313-1297 A.H

Abstract:

The invention of the printing press and the introduction of the camera to Iran in 1842 led to the
widespread dissemination of text and image-based media across various genres. The press, as a
medium with a mass audience, had significant capacity to convey scientific, cultural, political,
literary, artistic, and humorous concepts, among others. This capacity allowed the press to become
a tool for diplomacy, capitalism, and communication between the state and the people. These
developments, supported by other tools such as language, images, symbols, and signs, created a
structured framework for transmitting a variety of concepts. Among these concepts was
modernization, which was essential for industrialization. This study examines and analyzes the
Igbal magazine, which operated from 1918 to 1934, a period when modern industry had not yet
fully developed in Iran but was emerging. The research adopts a media archaeology approach to
investigate the interaction between industry and society through media. The main research
question explores how industry and society interacted via the media, with the hypothesis positing
that media in various forms played a crucial role in advancing the goals of industrialization and
modernization. This study aims to understand how media functioned during the late Qajar period,
employing a media archaeology approach and Julia Kristeva's post-structuralist method of
intertextuality, with an emphasis on textual and visual layers related to industry. The research data
was gathered through library studies and archival materials from the University of Tehran's journal
repository. The most important finding of this research is the direct connection between industry,
society, and media. Additionally, it highlights the Qajar and early Pahlavi court’s oversight of the
press, media propaganda aimed at promoting modernization and nationalism, and the

reinforcement of cultural imperialism.

Keywords: Media Archaeology, Intertextuality, Public Diplomacy, Industry, Iqbal Magazine.
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