Medieval Iranians and ancient monuments in Fars: a survey of the
epigraphic evidence

Ali Mousavi

Little is widely known about how the Iranians have considered their ancestors’ monuments from
the time soon after the end of the Achaemenid empire in 330 B.C. up into modern centuries.
Iranian sources in Arabic or in Persian offer a great deal of information on the fate of ancient
monuments after the Islamic conquest of Iran. This essay traces back the exploration of the
epigraphic records left by generations of rulers, travellers, and visitors who wandered among the
ruins and wondered at all they saw. This study attempts to show that the epigraphic evidence from
Achaemenid ruins reflects both political changes and social developments in Fars from the Sasanian
period to the beginning of the nineteenth century. It is my pleasure to dedicate this paper to
Rémy Boucharlat, a fine teacher, a kind friend, and a generous colleague, who devoted the

entireness of his career to the study of Iranian archaeology and history.
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