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A Comparative Study of Kashkan Bridge and Shapurkhast Bridge Based
on Architectural Indicators

Abstract:

Throughout the history of Western Asia, Lorestan has played a significant role
in the economic, political, social, and cultural life of the region and, more
broadly, in the development of human civilization. It has historically been a
critical link connecting the East and the West, serving as a crossroads through
its relatively narrow plains, valleys, and mountainous passes. The Diyala River
Valley, the Zahab Plain, and the ancient Baghdad-Kermanshah road,
connecting the fertile and civilized Mesopotamia to eastern Iran and Central
Asia are especially important in that matter. The special attention paid to the
city of Shapurkhast by Sasanian kings and other rulers, particularly during the
Al-e Hasanuyah period, led to important bridge-building projects in this
region, among which the Shapurkhast Bridge and Kashkan Bridge are
notable. This study examines the differences between the Kashkan and
Shapurkhast bridges and how these differences impacted their construction.
The Kashkan and Shapurkhast bridges differ in terms of materials and several
architectural elements; they have withstood multiple severe floods, and their
survival is attributed to these effective architectural features and materials. The
primary objective of this research is to examine the architecture of
Shapurkhast and Kashkan bridges and compare their structural elements,
forming the basis for this comparative study. The information has been
collected through field studies and historical document analysis, with a

descriptive, analytical, and comparative approach.

Keywords: Sasanian Bridges, Lorestan, Kashkan Bridge, Shapurkhast Bridge.
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