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The Ritual Significance of Goats in Western and Southwestern Iran
Based on Archaeological Findings

Abstract:
Recent decades of archaeological research indicate that goats, beyond their biological, cultural,

and subsistence importance, held supernatural significance for ancient humans and played a
critical ritualistic role in the distant past. This article examines the religious status of goats in
western and southwestern Iran, focusing on archaeological data and symbolic analyses. Within
the conceptual framework of this paper, first the research background in this field is addressed,
then a brief discussion on domestication, the motivations behind domestication, with a
particular focus on goat domestication is presented, the significance of goats in western and
southwestern Iran is argued and finally, a detailed analysis and conclusion is presented.
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