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The aim of this article is to analyze the polysemy of the three suffixes "-ani, -ayi
and -al" in Persian language with construction morphology framework. This
analysis is based on Booij construction morphology theory (2010, 2016) which is
rooted in the cognitive linguistics school and especially the cognitive grammar
theory (Langacker, 2008, 2009). In Booij’s (2010, 2016) construction
morphology approach, language words are "constructions" whose meaning is the
most important component in their structural analysis. Derivational affixes of
Persian language, which include suffixes and prefixes and are numerous, have a
good capacity to add new meanings to basic constructions and create a derivative
word. The research data is extracted from Zansu Persian dictionary (Keshani,
1993). In order to investigate the polysemy of these suffixes, first we have
designated the construction schemas and sub-schemes of the words containing the
three mentioned suffixes, and then we have designed their polysemy network.
Examining the research data showed that the words containing each of these three
derivational suffixes, which are different from each other in terms of meaning and
caused the polysemy of the named suffixes, are actually the result of different
schemas and sub-schemas that are different in terms of form and meaning. The
results of the research show that at the lowest level of the schema network of the
"-ani" suffix, there are five different sub-schemas, two of which have a nominal
base. Next two sub-schemas have prepositional base and at last, the last sub-
schema has adjective base. At the lowest level of the schema network of the "-al"
suffix, there are four sub-schemas which bases are from the categories of nouns,
adjectives, or verb present stem. While the suffix "-ayi" has only two sub-
schemes, one of which has a nominal base and the other has an adjective base.
According to Booij’s (2010, 2016) construction morphology theory, the polysemy
of these suffixes cannot be explained at the level of concrete words; Rather, this
polysemy should be considered related to the level of constructional schemas,
which are more abstract than the concrete words of the language.
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1. Introduction

There are various linguistic approaches and theories for analyzing the derivational words of a
language, each of which studies aspects of these words from a different perspective. One of the
relatively new theories that has been proposed in this field is the Construction Morphology
theory (Booij, 2010, 2016), which has its roots in the school of cognitive linguistics, and in
particular the theory of cognitive grammar (Langacker, 2008, 2009). In the Construction
Morphology theory of Booij (2010, 2016), the words of a language are considered as
“constructions” whose most important component in studying their structure is meaning. In this
study, three derivational suffixes “-ani” used in words such as /rohani/ and /tulani, “-ayi” such
as /sirqji/ and “-al” such as /nahal/ and /tfangal/ in Persian language have been investigated
according to the Construction Morphology approach of Booij (2010, 2016) and their
construction schemas along with the network structure and hierarchical relationship in the
networks have been identified. The data corpus of this study consists of 41 derivational words
with the suffixes “-ani”, “-ayi” and “-al” which have been collected from the Persian dictionary
of Zansu (1992). In the present study, we seek to find answers to two questions: (1) What are
the constructional (sub)schemas of the derivational suffixes “-ani”, “-ayi” and “-al” in Persian
language? and (2) How are the constructional (sub)schemas of each of these suffixes arranged in
a regular network with a hierarchical relationship? The aim of this research is to present the
constructional (sub)schemas and the semantic network that these (sub)schemas create in a
tangible form and to determine the hierarchical relationship in this network.

Numerous studies have been conducted in the field of studying suffixes of different languages

with the Construction Morphology approach, among which we can mention the research of
Bamshadi and Davari-Ardrakani (2017, 2018) and Rafiei and Rezaei (2019) who have studied

different Persian word forms according to the Construction Morphology approach.

2. Method, Instruments, and Results
In this study, the polysemy of the derivational suffixes “-ani”, “-ayi” and “-al” has been

explained according to the Construction Morphology approach of Booij (2010, 2016) and the
(sub)schemas and semantic network of each of these suffixes have been drawn. The research
data includes 41 derivational words with the mentioned suffixes, which have been collected

from the Persian dictionary of Zansu (Keshani, 1992).
The study data showed that the words containing each of these three derivational suffixes,
which differ in terms of semantics and cause polysemy of the mentioned suffixes, are in fact the
result of different schemas and subschemas that are different in terms of form and semantics.
The words with the suffix “-ani” are placed in the form of a schema network, the lowest level of
which includes five different subschemas. Two of these subschemas have a nominal base, two
have a prepositional base, and one has an adjectival base. The schema network of the suffix "-
al" at its lowest level has four different subschemas that govern words formed with this suffix.
In two of these subschemas, the base element is from the present stem of the verb, and in the
other two, from the noun and adjective category. Finally, it was determined that at the lowest
level of the schema network of the suffix "-ayi", there are only two subschemas, one with a
nominal base and the other with an adjectival base. Data analysis showed that, semantically, the
placement of each of the aforementioned suffixes in different schemas and subschemas leads to
the formation of specific meanings. The suffix "-ani" creates different meanings such as
"relationship/conformity with a specific concept”, "having a high degree of a specific
characteristic", "state", "being in a specific position" and also "position of a body part". The
suffix "-al" in its different subschemas has different meanings including "having a specific
"o "on o

characteristic", "similarity", "passivity" and "the way to perform an action". The suffix "-ayi
adds two meanings of "state" and "dependence" (especially dependence on a geographical
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location or a specific person) to its accepting schemas. According to the theory of Construction

Morphology, the polysemy of these suffixes cannot be explained at the level of objective words;
rather, this polysemy should be considered related to the level of constructional schemas, which
are more abstract than the objective words of the language.
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