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The purpose of the present research is to investigate the placement order
of different types of adjectives in the sentence in Persian language based
on Functional Discourse Grammar. Therefore, in this study, FDG will be
considered in determining the arrangement of different types of adjectives
in the sentence in Persian language. According to the principles of FDG,
presenting a pattern in the arrangement of adjectives in a sentence in
Persian language, in which the order of the adjectives in sentences does
not follow a certain rule, is another goal of the present research. Although
in Persian language, the order of adjectives does not follow a specific
rule, the principles of FDG show that the type of the adjective determines
that in what level of the hierarchical layer of FDG each adjective is
produced and then based on what order it is mapped on morphosyntactic
templates. In this study, the method of mapping the different types of
adjectives on morphosyntactic templates in four absolute initial, second,
medial and final positions and infinite relative positions in FDG was
considered. This study is based on a descriptive-analytical method and
the examples are taken from Persian adjectives. Examining the samples in
this research shows that although the Persian language does not seem to
have a particular order for the placement of adjectives in the sentence, the
order pattern of adjectives in the sentence based on the mechanisms of
FDG is also suggested for Persian language, since each adjective is
produced in a special layer. The results indicate that the placement of
adjectives in Persian language is based on the type of adjective and the
production of each type of adjective takes place in its respective
hierarchical layer. The results also show that FDG is an appropriate and
efficient method for explaining the placement of adjectives in a sentence
in Persian language and provides a suitable model for the placement of
adjectives in a sentence in Persian language.
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1. Introduction

Up to now, linguists have presented a variety of functional approaches in the form of a
continuum, based on the importance of the function over the form. " Functional
Discourse Grammar " is an approach, introduced by Kees Hengeveld and Lachlan
Mackenzie (2008). This grammar is a typological-functional approach which lies in the
middle of the continuum of functional approaches. According to Hengeveld &
Mackenzie (2008), although FDG is in the continuum of functional approaches, it also
considers the structural features of language units.

The construction of language in this grammar is considered to be done in four levels:
Interpersonal, Representational, Morphosyntactic and Phonological. This grammar, has
a dynamic method of determining the order of constituents. Thus, the position of any
linguistic element in the clause is not predetermined in the sentence structure, but is
determined based on the layer in which it is produced, its functional and semantic role
(linguistic context), and according to other elements in the hierarchy of layers of
interpersonal and representational levels. Therefore, in FDG, instead of the three
categories of subject, object, and verb, the concepts of actor, undergoer, and predicate,
respectively, determine the word order of the languages of the world.

In this study, FDG will be considered in determining the arrangement of different types
of adjectives in the sentence in Persian language in which, it seems, the order of the
adjectives in sentences does not follow a certain rule. Therefore the placement order of
different types of adjectives in the sentence in Persian language based on Functional
Discourse Grammar, is the purpose of this research.

2. Method, Instruments, and Results

The purpose of the present research is to investigate the placement order of different
types of adjectives in the sentence in Persian language based on Functional Discourse
Grammar, through which, as a second goal, the effectiveness of this approach in
describing and explaining order of different types of adjectives in the sentence in
Persian language is also evaluated.

There are a number of distinguishing features that set off Functional Discourse
Grammar from other structural-functional theories of language. These features are the
following: FDG has a top-down organization; FDG takes the Discourse Act as the basic
unit of analysis; FDG includes morphosyntactic and phonological representations as
part of its underlying structure, alongside representations of the pragmatic and semantic
properties of Discourse Acts; and, as the Grammatical Component of the theory of
verbal interaction, FDG systematically links up with a Conceptual, a Contextual, and an
Output Component.

FDG starts with the speaker’s intention and then works down to articulation. This is
motivated by the assumption that a model of grammar will be more effective the more
its organization resembles language processing in the individual. Psycholinguistic
studies clearly show that language production is a top-down process, which starts with
intentions and ends with the articulation of the actual linguistic expression. The
implementation of FDG reflects this process and is accordingly organized in a top-down
fashion. This does not mean that FDG is a model of the speaker: FDG is a theory about
grammar, but one that tries to reflect psycholinguistic evidence in its basic architecture.
Therefore, in this study, FDG will be considered in determining the arrangement of
different types of adjectives in the sentence in Persian language. According to the
principles of FDG, presenting a pattern in the arrangement of adjectives in a sentence in
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Persian language, in which the order of the adjectives in sentences does not follow a
certain rule, is another goal of the present research.

Although in Persian language, the order of adjectives does not follow a specific rule, the
principles of FDG show that the type of the adjective determines that in what level of
the hierarchical layer of FDG each adjective is produced and then based on what order it
is mapped on morphosyntactic templates. In this study, the method of mapping the
different types of adjectives on morphosyntactic templates in four absolute initial,
second, medial and final positions and infinite relative positions in FDG was
considered.

This study is based on a descriptive-analytical method and the examples are taken

from Persian adjectives. Examining the samples in this research shows that although the
Persian language does not seem to have a particular order for the placement of
adjectives in the sentence, the order pattern of adjectives in the sentence based on the
mechanisms of FDG is also suggested for Persian language, since each adjective is
produced in a special layer.
The results indicate that the placement of adjectives in Persian language is based on the
type of adjective and the production of each type of adjective takes place in its
respective hierarchical layer. The results also show that FDG is an appropriate and
efficient method for explaining the placement of adjectives in a sentence in Persian
language and provides a suitable model for the placement of adjectives in a sentence in
Persian language
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