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Abstract

The present article with the aim of interpretation and reviving the meaning of
forgiveness is reading Ricoeur’s “Thereness” of forgiveness. Therefore,
according to hermeneutical understanding, Being is interpreted as
forgiveness and giveness and by using hermeneutics method and an
ontological perspective, the findings of the research illustrated that the
conditions of possibility in understanding is Being-in-the-world and
projecting in the future possibilities. As well, | found that understanding as a
possible Being-ness, is the possibility of forgiveness. According to this
theoretical view and by using Ricoeur’s narrative structure we are going to
answer to these main questions that how can forgiveness be possible as
Being-ness and how human can understand his possibilities in the arena of “I
can” and give meaning to them? In order to illustrate the manifestation of
forgiveness in the world of the text and showing how the “Thereness” of
Dasein can be possible, we project ourselves in the narrative possibilities of
Time of Love movie through re-figuration to achieve a reading of
forgiveness and new understanding of ourselves. According to Ricoeur’s
view as each interpretation is an understanding of ourselves through the
other, by placing ourselves in the possibilities of the story’s hero and
emphasizing on “I can”, we’ll pass our present self and enter to the arena of
love and forgiveness; we’ll place “there”.
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1. Introdution

The Word forgiveness, at the first glance, seems to be a religious and theological concept. Although,
nowadays, this concept concerns by many fields such as law, psychology, communication, social
sciences, and politics. Although, in mental health field we can see solidarity about the importance of
forgiveness, but there is no considerable consensus about what forgiveness really is and how it can be
realized. The forgiveness concept rise considerable theoretical and philosophical questions such as
what does forgiveness mean and how it can be possible?

Forgiveness is a sophisticated and crucial concept in human relationship. There are many
theoretical and philosophical challenges which move this concept through human science passages.
Still, what is important for this article is based on leading forgiveness through philosophical
hermeneutics. In this path, Ricoeur’s hermeneutics narrative has a high capability to interpret the
forgiveness concept which is able to disclose a new meaningful horizon and put forward newly arrived
meaningful possibilities.

In Ricouer’s thinking, forgiveness has been considered from a specific view. According to Ricouer,
the difficulty of forgiveness or to be forgiven refers to hermeneutics understanding rather than to
human ability. Moreover, meanwhile Ricouer describes the possibility of forgiveness, he is not
pursuing for understanding of the origin or the goal of forgiveness, rather his attention is on a specific
possibility of forgiveness which he calls it “thereness”. According to selecting this Heideggerian term,
we can perceive that the intended possibility for Ricouer is not an epistemological, but an existential
possibility. Therefore, in the interpretation of the concept of forgiveness, understanding should act
outside the boundary of modern subjectivity reason and cognition in order to accomplish
reinterpretation.

The difficulty of forgiveness and its meeting with theology and philosophy and also its
impossibility to some thinkers, makes it something beyond the human capability and capacity. As
Ricouer knows it a gift from God and a theological concept, but also he refers to the Heideggerian
term of “it gives” or “es gibt” and accomplishes another reading of forgiveness that places it in the
arena of love, prosperity, and .... Although, in The Difficulty of Forgiveness, Ricouer does not
describe forgiveness in an existential arena, so the contribution of this article is to describe how
forgiveness can be possible in this arena. In another word, to illustrate the possibility of forgiveness in
this arena, | am supposed to give a re-reading to the Ricouer’s reading to forgiveness.

2. Method

C onsidering the importance of forgiveness and different perspectives and by using the ontology of
understanding and re-reading the concept of forgiveness in Ricouer’s perspective, the present article is
supposed to answer to this critical question that how “thereness” is the specific possibility of
forgiveness? And through, Ricouer’s hermeneutics narrative method, how we can understand and
measured our possibilities and make it meaningful in the arena of “I can™? Therefore, by using
Heidegger philosophy and identifying the relation between Being and giveness and the relationship
between existential understanding and Dasein, | have provided the path for interpreting forgiveness
meaning. According to hermeneutical understanding and Ricouer’s projecting ability in the narrative
text, it is possible to interpret Heidegger’s perspective from understanding as the potentiality-for-
Being in the form of narrative projecting to make the interpreter projection and finally the self-
understanding possible. Therefore, in order to describe the concept of forgiveness as a potentiality-for-
Being, I am using Ricouer’s narrative structure and re-figuration as a way of interpretation.

3. Conclusion

According to the previous paragraphs the reader in his/her creative text interpretation achieves to a
new self-understanding and provides the possibility of the giveness forgiveness. In such reading “T
can” place myself in the open possibilities of the narrative text and appropriate the possibilities of the
story’s hero. The appropriation of the text possibilities and hermeneutic understanding of the world
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belonging to the hero of the story is the act in which the re-figuration may occurs. The re-figuration of
a narration indeed is the possibility of entering the “thereness” and the openness of the giveness
forgiveness.

From a lexicographical view | illustrated that the word forgiveness means gift, to donate and to
give. In German language a specific state of the word “Geben” (to give) also can means “to be”. In
this article I elaborated the “est gibt” term of Heidegger and explained that Heidegger’s intention for
this term neither only means “to be”, but he also considers its literal meaning which is “it gives”. From
this view, Being has an ontological relation with forgiveness. From the other hand, | elaborated that
from Heideggerian view understanding is an existential possibility that is only allocated to Dasein and
the possibility of understanding conditions is the way of Being- in- the- world and projecting in the
future conditions. As a result, if understanding is an existential possibility and Being can also mean
forgiveness, consequently we can recognize that understanding is the possibility of forgiveness.

From the other hand, by describing the meaning of forgiveness as Ricouer’s “thereness” and
pointing to his quote that “forgiveness is there”, I posed forgiveness to the relation of Dasein and
the “thereness” of Dasein in Ricouer’s view in relation to the text world is something to be set forth.
From one hand, according to Ricouer, understanding is an aspect of existence and we can consider it
as the understanding of open possibilities. From the other hand, in text interpretation, understanding
can go beyond the open possibilities and by projecting “I can” in the open possibilities of the
narration, dealing with the re-figuration of possibilities and appropriate them. Exploring the new
possibilities and projecting in them is also, a new understanding of self. Moreover, according to
Ricouer’s view, forgiveness as “thereness” I concluded that the self-understanding takes place in
narrative projecting and facing with appropriating incident that brings the new self, a preparative
incident for hearing the forgiveness voice of “thereness”.

To interpret forgiveness meaning and measuring the possibility of self-understanding based on
forgiveness as “thereness”, I studied “in the Time of Love” movie. By emphasizing on Ricour’s “I
can” and using the narrative structure in his view and also re-figuration as a way of interpretation, that
is able to disclose the concealed possibilities of the story’s hero for the reader and leads to a new self-
understanding, | have paid attention to this issue that how we can go further from the open narrative
possibilities in the movie in the stage of memises3 and in the intersection of text world and the reader
world, measured the ability of the reader or the audience itself in his/her relation with forgiveness.

In this stage, | stated that how can the reader, by going beyond the open possibilities in the text
world, and using the text world for the real world of the reader, measures the possibility of forgiveness
as “thereness” in his/her world and in Ricouer’s language appropriate the “thereness” of forgiveness.
By re-figuration of the movie narration and the appropriation of the text world by the reader and as a
new hero of the narration passes from the ontological turbulence of forgiveness possibility and be
invited to the “thereness” arena of love and freedom till in the interval of his self-understanding
achieves a new understanding of forgiveness.
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4. es gibt



£Y oly VEeF sl g ko ) Byl FY Jo caiadd W

O 1303 3gms" L il YA TEtre nusS o ailolis 5 lias Lo (jloj 5 iwnd
2 a8 "ol s el Mams o " 5 A8 dea il Y @ @)l [eS gibt] "ams e

) Liigs a8 WS o (g)l05pL 1) s b Mamd o el s 3¢5 Mamd b bxt
.(Heidegger,1998: 254-5) «1S' oo las 5 sy oo
g (3, 3925 zwn) € il ya I'Etre » 4 «es gibt Sein» des 5 165 oo luyd a5 b Lo
Sula jshaie g canl 5300 (5)h 2pg o) «il ya le temps» « «es gibt Zeity do>
oD liae 4 «cadonnes « 1y ol b Lol 3 g sl wn Y‘gm 9 \u*““"-’ (Sl ydy
oS > 293y Lk wmsSy &S Sy, (Derrida,1992: 20) 5,5 dex 5 «uS o laal
Do o 43,5 a5 13 39390 lieds s gyplil g )l 329 & Cunl (re i S
o O 02580 el a0 3,05 329 (o 5 200 2y b 0255 4SS gla 4 il nle
odsio)ly P WS o poilogl b ) (glholi 1 Sl amd o loj o 5 €amd oo
Cowl 00 odagd €l ) Jieo & (eSU Va)b Sy suwd gy
Sline & «esti/cuwl &S 3,8 Lol Syee a1y ol wb Ll (Heidegger,1996: 255)
g o |y gud» &S Canline (pl & Gk Dg Meilg g odsepd Klwl Liailg»
(Heidegger,2002: 8) cuul oy €amd o D (cline €St _wdivo)b pordo > Kaisu o
€55 dgzg" st s plild a5 bul b ad (ol g s > Sy jobaie oyl plo
ool 2l )0 gk &ST> g 0 0313 o lawgd dST g o oduegd (5970 A
ol dgdiee ool wliwaggn gateple; 381 L Gilae gc0l)l 5 2950 ST il
€ade |y cwd gl & Culize ol & Byo «es gibt Seiny ciS g e
by oy Ui oyl a0 aSly a8l o 1y s JSloj &S e ol 0 4 (Kisiel, 1995: 111)
sl Cj S L L’ﬁl)’b (_5)&‘;..:1 OKA‘
S, 4 4auls o g309m 5l 3 25 (s (pulid by (pl] o S 5 Sl
&Bl9> 93,8 3939 S5z Slagage plad S| 518 &5 WS (o oyl )5 (295 L1 9290
g 0310 WL g €dgd o 02N (6,50 5> joid Sldgrge plos I 1,8 WL Lol Lcwsl pas
Olyeds pie w6 Suak | e Sl e 365 pae b wws LT (Heidegger,1988: 10)
L. e L0 <t o ol e .
gy (SO bawgi Tpas g Spe ol el Saan ) (i Mg Cus S i

1. geben

2. gabe

3. esti gar einai
4. Marion

5. nothingness



W e 3 o (§2929 LAl BLESST g (Sogilonil a5 3 jgudes Ailiady (i (sline Jigls

odby Cllasl ool Jb dawly 4 i 105 0 Sl Gl 0, 5L b g Led e
Bl )y CanlSgyd 50 Jywgn BMS s ¢ 5o I Lae pl (Marion,1998: 54) €54 0
bys g ad o paa» 9 Sl cdlol p g)le ST (Mooney,2005: 47) cows )b 8
390 9 Ll (] (slive &4 3jlu g0 yun |y (slaine; (Marion, 2002: 20) <l (Sals
& Jpusn olidlty > (5o 3] Wit s () 235 o isolSel b
W L |y 3¢5 e aSST 5l i a5 (gygbody Canl 5 Sl (Solaags pads (slise
Serg Liiu jd S oSule sl ol amd e 1y aoes Il 5 Yol ojle g b
0900 jpas & g dgg LiudSu j Sob ! Al ei)d jeds a4 g amd ed |y hogs
e oMl Glay & Tl altods (SoID i e puly 095 5 29500 Slacs 4 Slogrge
P 1y godgs (Sl (Heidegger,2002: 9) €596 o bosyo (punis yuly 4y doMs jsbaty |
Oloj 5 st 451y (5ol Sale gisly 055 Sl 4 ]y o] 5 5 o olay e g Sty
oS5l 3l slug 30,5 Slady Ling pise 3 09 Sl ne 3 5 AiSu )
liods dlag, 4L g oo 0313 352 0aiiS 395 15l Blag, 365 a5 cudly Jas > Wb el e
g, (Kanda,2021: 35-6) sisu o 1y loj 9 b cloj 9w Kl by

ol 3939 Cighs 9 3939 5l il)3 0aiS 95

S99 O Sy (ygzeed wod - ¥
3230 90 gmle & 3250 imy Cudly BeS iy 810 o 4 Sojlio oS Ll
Sula oolanl byl del .l ol a8 S a5 > pele Al lgicdy lBgudid I gyl 3
L obe g S 9 U (e Sladl g 438 (Sl e ple (Sline 4 Sk
Gk J Oidlgd g (Prame Sl (Su,l dlale b el adl Clyul ol glize 4 ol
01,5 (e Slall Sl pud ] G950 sldine; 5 4By 3lowo 4y 352 5 Shasyy lgr (Bguld
coycpl jl (Heidegger,1969: 62-3) .S . oL onto-theology  lsisa [j ISl o«

Cldgrge 38 Guyig 4 355 (Sl e 1> o Clds g 39y ) Gy b 4 Sl

(Mooney: 49) «.cul (25T 4 Sals aSl cuns (aBT sad03ls ( Sol» 1065 o Fge &5 jgbilon )
bl a8 o coles ol Jol G glsisar o 5l 5 Sgdie Jugio (53 4 93,0 Ssule g Jpwgn sle S 51Y
Sz LS 5 Gl lsieas Hlua (Gegenstandlichkeit) cue 5l Jywen puiss 0 (53l Jyol (sline

(Marion,2002: 38) :a; .S . dgyc00 wd jl 008365 1 5oy, 4 o) (6513819 b Fole puds )3 955,50
(Marion,1998: 204) sls e b, 5 43 . WLl 1, Sl Reduction and Giveness Cis ) >

3. geschick-sending
4. ereignis



£Y oly VEeF sl g ko ) Byl FY Jo caiadd WY

Gl ly diaej e b omd s @' ytnal (gmen s S35 b g 3jbpen 15 v
DAY=V YRR gy oleasy . S) D3l o w2l (0356955 mannits 9 pasnsilog]

295 032 o1 2 Gidemisnl alte & Sojdlie T gluglng Lbg) b B aBS e Sl
2 o) sl Sl T s GS3l Sundbie T She nl b sbeass S (S
e sl cud Glogp | Colel @l oBws M, sl 5 iwd dedie
S o (S el Culad 4 gl Sl Sula ¢l el (Heidegger,2001: 63)
Gpo dlaia Il S5 Gl gyenl 1) 15T (i b b o9 Sl Laslpd 4 i
w98y il a8 ol Jlousiliny 351 el S asly wims g wilgn il laje oS o
Col " il 351 58el b 2 53 ljls it — S 139y 0 315 ilate Sl
WS (o 3 Cudl udpd & pp ool Ol Ly g e Sl L &S
Ly oplihy (3 ld s olSwld Sl o Jluslbins 51 Sl -yl (Heidegger,2001: 183)
I ocesl sz 9 Caled ) s pomby o MOl ol (B ld e s D 15l jasete
O gm0 8 sl gy 65 5 kel sl 51 plio 1 ISl S5 (55w
il el ol oe oSl Llan Sl ) (ibid) €395 so Cyme aililids s o)l
Oing el 293 45 Ceud (6950 g Ml Wl o a5 Cunl Sl ojlen plil el 0348
(ibid) «cal

A e ) Gl I ilisee Slae p9dg0 (b (pbg) sl Sule Gloj g sy Ll
38 blon " Sl popio (ppinss 3,8 oo S 4 Cilises wuplin Lawgs |y bl 5 and 0 )3
Olysar 1l 1) ladl s (Sl (300l o8 i cal ulily (oMol g siole
oS 2,5 blod Sl plgiea |y ol b aSl 85 a5 Jadll sp250 S (35S g
Cunl (939290 a8y Cund Jadll 39290 o S (Rl 29y 518 (S98 295 ) Wy e
25 OSen 5ol lte & 020 5 41838 & oo 395 o loj 98 culed 1 & aiac s

1. aletheia/unconcealment

2. destruction

3. overcoming

4. actuality

5. possibility
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4. potentiality-for-Being
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1. deconstruction
2. Différance
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1. imaginative variation
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5. appropritation
6. application
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1. there is

2. es gibt

3ilya

4. mode

5. intemporality

6. transtemporality
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