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In understanding the culture and language of any geographical features, it
is very important to examine the toponyms. In this study, it has been tried
to investigate and classify the places of names of Markazi province in
Iran based on the model of Tenet and Blair (2021), who conducted a
survey on the places of Australian national. The placesnames studied in
this research are the residential placenames in Markazi province including
the names of villages based on the official statistics of the National Portal
of the Statistical Centre of Iran in 2016. 225 placenames of villages in
this province were purposefully selected from among 379 villages based
on the factors of linguistic distribution, population density, distance, and
existing historical background of the villages. The model of each village
is determined approximately based on 7 categories of descriptive,
associative, evaluation, occurrent, copied, eponymous and innovative.
The findings show that the descriptive category with about 61.08% has
the highest percentage and includes 137 placenames. Then, in order, the
other categories are placed: the associative category with 47 place names
at the limit of 20.85%, the eponymous with 20 cases at about 9.79%, and
the occurrent with 18 cases at about 7.84% and the evaluative category
with one placename about 0.44%. The categories of copying and
invention have been without any placenames.
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1.Introducrion

To know more about their surroundings, human beings need to name places. Assuming
that the choice of name for a place has always been based on criterion, this research
examines the motivations for naming villages in Markazi province. To understand the
motivations, it is also necessary to research and study the geography, language and
ethnicity of that region. Therefore, the present study introduces the motivations and
criteria for naming the villages of this province by basing the results of the research
conducted on linguistic distribution in Markazi province (Komijani, Ghiasian, and
Taheri Ardali, 2022).

Researchers come up with different definitions for placenames, for example, Taraghi
Oghaz considers it to be equivalent to "toponym". Toponym is a Greek word composed
of two parts: "topo" meaning land and "onim" meaning name (Taraghi Oghar 2002:
139). Asadorian considers the placenames to be those linguistic elements that reflect the
ethnographic image of a particular region and reveal the linguistic identity of the
primary and secondary inhabitants or other events. As an ancient country, Iran has a rich
'toponymic' heritage." (Asadorian 2017: 52). In a general view, the model of the Iran's
toponyms can be examined by considering cultural, historical, religious, geographical,
social, scientific, and literary criteria, people, celebrities, epic heroes, and kings in a
general category with key and general indexes. Each of these categories is divided into
dozens of subcategories or subtypes. The political, cultural, economic, and social
developments of each geographical region over time can affect the naming. (Bastani
Rad & Mardokhi, 2013: 27)

2. Literature Review

The study of the model of placenames is one of the interdisciplinary topics of
linguistics. The scope of its studies and the motivation for naming is a part of the field
of sociolinguistics and environmental linguistics based on studies (Ghatreh, Poshtvan &
Talebi, 2015). Mencken (cited in Tenet & Blair, 2021) has classified the place of names
into eight categories, which are: names of people, ancient places, Native American
names, names from foreign languages, mythical names, descriptions of places,
geographical features, and imaginary names. Mac Arthur (cited in Tenet & Blair,
2021) in the first edition of the Structure of Geographical Names, introduces the places
of names with 5 categories: descriptive, honorary, conventional, supplementary, and
unknown. Zelinsky (2002) has also presented 8 categories for the preliminary typology
of generic nouns. Each of these categories is divided into different subcategories. In this
classification, artificial and natural elements such as satellites, stars, and cultural
categories have been mentioned. Like Stuart, Gammeltoft (2005) focused on the
motivation for toponyms and presented categories at three levels: the relationship of
local names, their characteristics and their functions. Bréelle (2013) developed a
specific set of noun place ideas. Tent and Blair studied the toponyms and referred to
their functional and spatial values and believed that the toponyms should be understood
in terms of typology; In a survey conducted in 2009 and 2014, they presented a model
of placenames in the Australian National Names Placement Centre. In Tent & Blair's
(2021) revised paper, the structure of their model process was amended again, and
amendments were made based on the type of semantic components and categories and
some indexes in the original article.
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3. Materials and Methods

The placesnames studied in this research are the residential placenames in Markazi
province including the names of villages based on the official statistics of the National
Portal of the Statistical Centre of Iran in 2016. yvo placenames of villages in this

province were purposefully selected from among 379 villages based on the factors of
linguistic distribution, population density, distance, and existing historical background
of the villages. The model of each village is determined approximately based on v

categories of descriptive, associative, evaluation, occurrent, copied, eponymous and
innovative.

4. Discussions and conclusion

The findings show that the descriptive category with about 61.08% has the highest
percentage and includes 137 placenames. Then, in order, the other categories are
placed: the associative category with 47 place names at the limit of 20.85%, the
eponymous with 20 cases at about 9.79%, and the occurrent with 18 cases at about
7.84% and the evaluative category with one placename about 0.44%. The categories of
copying and invention have been without any placenames. The study of the names of
villages in Markazi province using a systematic methodology based on three stages of
identification, documentation, and interpretation has provided a comprehensive insight
into the history, structure, and motivations associated with these names. Statistical
analysis of the model of placenames in Markazi province shows that the dominant
pattern in the naming of these villages is descriptive, which includes more than 61% of
the toponyms. By focusing on the geographical, cultural, or historical characteristics of
the locality, this category expresses the deep connection of the people of the region with
their surroundings.
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