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Article Info  Abstract

ﬁggfcg yKregi cle Following the assassination of Nader Shah Afshar in 1160 AH and the subsequent wars of

his successors, which led to the political instability in the southern regions of Fars
Article History: province, Mohammad Nasir Khan Lari managed to establish control over the trade routes
9, December, 2023  from the ports of Langah, Kang, and Abbasieh towards Shiraz by utilizing the political
power vacuum and local forces. He made the city of Lar his main headquarters and played
a significant role in the political affairs of southern Fars. The conflicts between the Zand
dynasty and the Qajars between 1168 and 1210 AH created an opportune situation for
Nasir Khan and his sons to exert a considerable influence on the balance of power along
the trade routes towards Shiraz by leveraging their military capabilities.The closeness of
Accepted: the Zandiya rulers and the Nasirkhani dynasty and the efforts of the Zandians to gain
14, February, 2024 ntro] over the back-bank areas and Larestan and the efforts of the Nasirkhani family to

maintain their territory and dominate Shiraz, caused Khanin Lari in the conflicts between
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the Zandians and the Qajars, and the tendency and favor of the Qajars. This article, using a

Published Onlin: descriptive-analytical approach and unpublished documents of the Nasir Khan family and

20,September, 2024 . . . . . .
newly discovered manuscripts, aims to shed light on some aspects of the relationship
between the Nasir Khan family and the Zand kings, while evaluating their role in the
downfall of the Zand dynasty and the rise of the Qajar dynasty as a historical issue. The
findings of this research illuminate unknown aspects of power relations in Fars province
during the Zand and early Qajar periods, providing new evidence on the background of the
Zand dynasty's fall in Fars province and the influential role of the Nasir Khan family in
these events. This study reevaluates the historical developments in Fars province during
this period from the perspective of family documents of the Nasir Khan family and
previously unpublished correspondences.
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1. Introduction

With the assassination of Nader Shah Afshar in 1160 AH, chaos began in Iran, and for years
the country was deprived of peace and national unity. During this period, various claimants to
power engaged in conflicts against each other in different regions of the country. Adil Shah,
Nader Shah's nephew and successor, took power on the 27th of Jumada al-Thani 1161 AH.
(Golestaneh, 2015: 20). Shortly after, Ibrahim Khan, Adil Shah's brother, seized him and
ascended to the throne himself. (Ibid: 28). However, Ibrahim Khan did not last long and was
killed, leading to Shahrokh Khan ascending to the throne on the 8th of Shawwal 1161 AH.
(Ibid: 30). In the east, Ahmad Khan Abdali went to Kandahar and established his kingdom
there under the name Ahmad Shah Durrani. (Monshi Jami, 2005: 6). Apart from Shahrokh
Afshar, who ruled in Khorasan, and Ahmad Shah Durrani, who controlled Afghanistan, five
others claimed power: Azad Khan Afghan, son-in-law of Ashraf Afghan and one of Nader
Shah Afshar's commanders, who had made a treaty with Arakli II, the governor of Georgia,
setting the Aras River as the boundary of their territories; Mohammad Hassan Khan Qajar,
head of the Qajar tribe in Astrabad and Mazandaran; Ali Mardan Khan, head of the Bakhtiari
tribe in Isfahan and Khuzestan; Karim Khan Zand in central regions; and Mohammad Nasir
Khan Lari in Laristan and its ports.

The power vacuum in the southern regions of Fars province, which was significant due to
its location on the routes to the ports of Lengeh and Kong and toward Shiraz, further
facilitated the rise of local rulers. Nasir Khan Lari, who had gained control over the city of
Lar after the assassination of Mirza Abu Talib Kalantar in 1161 AH (Hosseini Fasaei, 2009:
2/1507). gradually expanded his power toward the ports of the Persian Gulf, including Bandar
Abbas. Reports from the British East India Company in Bandar Abbas first mention Nasir
Khan Lari in the month of Safar in 1165 AH / June 12, 1752 AD, stating: "Nasir Khan
became the owner of the Gombroon fortress. He visited the offices of the companies in the
port and established relations with them skillfully, informing them that he intended to appoint
a governor." (Saldanha, 1908, Vol.1.p.76). Nasir Khan Lari's entry into the political scene of
Fars and its ports continued during the power vacuum after Nader's death and Karim Khan
Zand's rise to power. He exhibited a dual behavior toward Karim Khan Zand: on one hand,
disobedience; on the other hand, obedience accompanied by denial of Zand's authority.

The Zand king sought to weaken the Lari family’s power through various means such as
offering rewards (granting governance over regions), creating family disputes within
Mohammad Nasir Khan's clan, threatening punishment (military campaigns against Laristan),
and threats of assassination. In response, Mohammad Nasir Khan Lari sought to eliminate
Karim Khan Zand from the political scene in Fars with support from Mohammad Hassan
Khan Qajar. The defeat of Mohammad Nasir Khan Lari and Karim Khan Zand's dominance
over Laristan—culminating in Mohammad Nasir Khan's surrender and the hostage-taking of
his family members in Shiraz—severely weakened the Nasir Khani dynasty. As a result, his
successors had little impact on developments along the southern coasts during Karim Khan
Zand’s era, and sources from that period have largely overlooked or diminished their role
compared to other local rulers. Almost a decade after Karim Khan Zand's death, Abdullah
Khan Lari took advantage of the weakness of the Zand governors and returned to Lar, seizing
power in Laristan and surrounding areas. From Abdullah Khan Lari’s actions during the
reigns of Jafar Khan and Lotfali Khan Zand, it can be inferred that he initially aimed to fulfill
his father's desire to dominate Shiraz. When he could not achieve this goal, he ultimately
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sided with Agha Muhammad Khan Qajar, who held greater power, facilitating the fall of the
Zand dynasty and the rise of the Qajars.

Although some articles and research have mentioned the role of the Nasir Khani family in
power struggles between the Zand and Qajar dynasties, it has yet to be independently studied.
Given the author’s access to documents from the Nasir Khani family and some unpublished
manuscripts, this article aims to evaluate and research the role of Nasir Khan Lari's family in
the rise of the Qajars based on newly discovered documents as a historical issue. This article
is divided into four sections: introducing newly found documents related to the research topic;
examining relations between Nasir Khan I, Karim Khan Zand, and Mohammad Hassan Khan
Qajar; analyzing Masi Khan Lari and Zand governance; and discussing Abdullah Khan Lari
and the rise of the Qajars.
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