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At the head of the administrative organization of the Sassanid Empire was the grand vizier, who was
called Buzurg-farmadar. The holder of this position was often chosen from among the noble families
and was chosen by the king, and sometimes he took care of military affairs in the guise of the
commander-in-chief of the army. In the sources, for the first time in the era of Ardashir I, the head of
the Sassanid dynasty, the name Abrasam or Tansar is mentioned in the guise of a vizier, without
being called Bozorg Farmadar. In this regard, some researchers have considered Abrasam as a great
governor and attributed the creation of this position to the era of Ardeshir, the first Sassanid
emperor. Meanwhile, this belief is contrary to some historical reports and archaeological evidence.
Therefore, not only the establishment of this position in the early years of the Sassanid era is
associated with doubts, but researchers also did not agree on the title of grand vizier in the first
period of the Sassanid era and suggested titles such as Hazarbed, Bidakhsh and Farmadar. In
addition, with the implementation of administrative reforms during the reign of Khosrow
Anoushirvan, the continuation of this position in the last years of the Sassanid era is also faced with
ambiguities, so that some researchers such as Bartheld believe that the position of the grand
governor It became obsolete in the last years of the Sassanid era. Now, the purpose of this article is
to answer the question that, in the first and last years of the Sassanid era, there was a position with
the title of governor-farmadar at the top of the administrative organization of the Sassanid empire?
The findings of this research, which were conducted in a historical way and with the benefit of
library sources and archeological evidence, show that in the first years of the Sassanid Empire, the
position of grand governor was not common, and the said position was first It was created in the 5th
century AD and in the era of the Yazdgerd I kingdom, for the development of administrative
organizations and better management of affairs, and until the end of the Sassanid era, it was the
official title of grand vizier.
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1. Introduction

One of the prestigious positions of the Sassanid Empire was the vizier who was called the grand-
farmadhar. Grand- Farmadhar was often a member of one of the noble families and was chosen by the
king and was the head of the administrative organization. The position of Grand-Farmadhar is not
mentioned in the narrative sources until the fifth century AD, but also the inscriptions of the first
Sassanid kings do not provide any information about this. The first time is in the 5th century AD and
during the reign of Yazdgerd I, that Khosrow Yazdgerd was mentioned with the title Grand-Farmdhar.
Meanwhile, some researchers such as Christensen believe that, in the early years of the Sassanid era,
Abrasam, the minister of Ardashir I, had the title of Grand-Farmadhar, and therefore attributed the
creation of the mentioned position to the era of Ardashir, the founder of the Sassanid Empire. in
addition, since the position of Vizarg Farmadhar is not mentioned in sources such as Ardeshir
Babakan's workbook and Tensar's letter, which were apparently written in the last years of the
Sassanid era, this has caused some researchers such as Bartold , put forward the hypothesis of the
obsolescence of the post of Bozur Farmadhar in the last years of the Sassanid era. This is despite the
fact that according to Christensen, in other sources such as Ibn Balkhi's Farsnameh, al-Tanbiyyah val-
Ashraf, and Sure sokhn, which mention the high positions of the Sassanid Empire, there are evidences
that indicate the continuation of the position of grand commander in the final years of the era. It is
Sassanid. The existence of differences of opinion about the evolution of the ministerial position among
researchers highlights the necessity of conducting research in this field. Therefore, the aim of the
present study is to answer the question that, in the first and last years of the Sassanid era, there was a
position with the title of grand-Framadhar at the top of the administrative organization of the Sassanid
empire?

The studies conducted on the background of the current research indicate that apparently no
research has been conducted on the evolution of the position of the Grand-Farmadhar in the Sassanid
era. However, in the researches conducted by other researchers in connection with the subject of
Grand- Farmadhar in the Sassanid era, there are valuable references that have been used in this article
Some of them are mentioned : Seyed-Rasoul Mousavi-Haji and Sarwar Khorashadi, in the article

"Reflection on the status of Vizarg-Farmadhar and the scope of his power in the Sassanid era", while
examining the interaction between the titles of Bidakhsh, Hazarpet, Vazrag-Farmadhar and Sepahebd,
they believe that in the early period of the era In the Sassanian era, the title of Bidakhsh and in the
middle period the title of Hazarbad was equivalent to the position of Vizarg Farmadar. In the article
"Mehrnaresi", Turj-Daryaie discussed the religious personality and the construction works done by
Mehrnerse, and it is possible that Mehrnerse was appointed to the position of minister by Yazdgerd L.
Mohammad Suleimankhani, in the article "Ministry in the Sasanian Era", states that the creation of the
position of Vizarg Farmatar in the 5th century AD was the result of administrative changes and
developments as a result of the expansion of the territorial and political territory and the increase in the
power of Mobadan. Fhassan Yarshater, in the article "Abarsam", although she believes in the
historical character of Abrasam, but at the same time she believes that Abarsam could not be the
Grand Minister of Ardeshir. Marie-Louise Chamont, in the article "Farmadar", has introduced the
people who have this title, referring to inscriptions of the Sassanid period and historical text. Jalal
Khaleghi-Mutlaq introduced the character of Bozorgmehr in the article "Bozorgmehrbakhtegan" and it
is believed that Bozorgmehr Vazir is the same Borzmehr who was killed by the order of Hormuzd IV.

From the review and study of the sources used in the writing of the present study, it is concluded that
the title of Grand- Farmadhar is not mentioned in the narrative sources before the fifth century AD,
and there is no trace of the mentioned word in the inscriptions of the first kings. The Sasanian era
indicates that in the 3rd and 4th centuries AD, the Sasanian administrative organization did not have a
position with the title of minister. The reason for this issue also goes back to the fact that the
bureaucratic system in the era of Ardashir I, was not very extensive, and this issue is clearly visible
from the inscription of Shapur I in the Kaaba of Zarathustra, when mentioning the list of courtiers of



A Reflection on the Evolution of the Position of BuzurgFramadar in the Sassanid Era 225

Ardashir I. Mentioning the position of Farmadhar in the list of the courtiers of Shapur I in Kaaba-
Zoroasht indicates a new development in the bureaucratic system of the Sassanids. Although
Farmadhar was in charge of economic activities and her power increased during the 3rd and 4th
centuries AD, this does not mean that Farmadhar was synonymous with the title of Grand Farmadha.
Because in the sources that mention the Sassanid imperial positions, the great Farmadhar is often
mentioned in the second place, after the Shahneshah, or in the third place after the Mobadan-Mobad.
This is despite the fact that in Shapur's inscription in the Zoroastrian Kaaba, Farmdhar is mentioned
after positions such as Bidakhsh, Hazarbad, Asb-bed and Soren and Qaran families, which indicates
that Farmdar is in terms of rank and The rank was in a lower position compared to the positions of
Bidakhsh, Hazarbad, and Asb-bad, and this is contrary to the privileged position of Grand-farmadhar
in the Sassanid imperial court. Therefore, in the first years of the Sassanid era, Farmadhar could not be
a synonym of Farmadhar. This issue is also true for the positions of Hazarabad and Bidakhsh. It is
clear from historical evidence and inscriptions that the positions of Hazarbad and Bidakhsh were
military position .Due to the fact that the area of responsibility of vizarg-farmadhar was related to

administrative affairs, therefore, the positions of Bidakhsh and Hazarbad in the first years of the
Sasanian era could not be considered as synonyms of vizarg-farmadhar, but they were agents whose
responsibility It is mostly related to military affairs and conscription.

In the middle period of the Sassanid era, although the list of imperial positions mentioned by
Dinwari indicates the development of the administrative organization in the era of Yazdgerd I, but
according to the authors of this article, the administrative organization should be established much
earlier and in the era of Shapur II. The reason for the development of the territory is east and west.
Also, since the post of Grand- Farmadhar was mentioned for the first time in the era of Yazdgerd’l and
about the person of Khosrow yazdgerd, and there is no mention of the said post in the sources before
this, so the establishment of the said post should be dated to the period of Yazdgerd I’considered
relevant. On the other hand, somewhere in Yaghisheh's report, Mehr narsi's Grand-farmadhar is also
mentioned as Hazarbad, which indicates that during this period, Hazarbad was one of the titles of the
great vizier, and in other words, it was equivalent to great-farmadhar.Therefore, it can be assumed that
people such as Soren Pahlav and Zarmehr, who were from noble Iranian families and had the rank of
Hazarbad, were appointed to the position of ministers. Among the other titles mentioned in the report
of Yaghisheh and in the era of Yazdgerd Il is the title Dar -Andarzbz. According to the fact that the
title Dar-Andarzbz was mentioned in the inscription of Shapur I in the Zoroastrian Kaaba and also the
inscription of Shapur Sganshah in Takht Jamshid in the third century AD, it seems that Dar-Andrzbz
did not hold a position. Rather, it is a nickname that has been given to various people, includingGrand
Farmadhar. In the last years of the Sassanid era, although due to the administrative reforms in the era
of Qabad and Khosrow AnouShirvan, the powers of the Grand Farmadhar were reduced to some
extent. but the remaining evidence of the Sasanian positions in the era of Khosrow Anushirvan, which
is reflected in works such as Farsnameh and Suresakhn, indicate that in the last years of the Sasanian
Empire, Grand -Farmadhar was still at the head of the administrative organization. Is. Therefore,
contrary to Bartheld's opinion, the position of Grand Framadhar was never abolished, but continued to
exist until the end of the Sassanid era.
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