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Extended Abstract 
Introduction  
Previous political readings of Kant's work have often taken the form of 
pitting ethics and politics against each other in the field of practical 
philosophy, where Kant seeks for laws that govern the actions of free and 
independent subjects. Looking at Kant's thought from this point of view, 
society (that is, the realm of Kant's aims) is, on the one hand, full of moral 
laws that human wisdom imposes on itself, and, on the other hand, man is 
confronted with legal laws that the government imposes. In fact, the readings 
of Kant so far have presented Kantian ethics as a separate system from 
Kantian politics, a disintegration that will bring the Kantian system to the 
verge of collapse. This paper discusses the various conceptions of freedom 
in Kant's texts, and analyzes the connection between them and Kant's moral 
theory and epistemology. Kant rejects a basis for the state, in particular, 
arguing that the welfare of citizens cannot be a basis for a state power. He 
argues that a state cannot legitimately impose any particular conception of 
happiness upon its citizens. It is important to try at the outset to clarify the 
relation between Kant political philosophy and his moral philosophy in 
general. He clearly subordinates politics to morality while at the same time 
basing politics on "right" not on utility or happiness.  
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Methodology 
Radical hermeneutic (ontological) method is used in this article. From the 

perspective of this methodology, there is no a priori meaning in the text that 

can be discovered by empathizing. In fact, from this point of view, instead of 

reconstructing and recovering the objective meaning of the text, the 

interpreter through mental agreement with the text participates in the 

creation of meaning and understands the text. 

 

Findings 

The findings of this study are discussed under the following themes: 

1. Political and social implications of Kant's Copernican revolution in 

the field of political thought 
According to Kant, man is "an end in himself" and "existence in itself", and 

therefore he calls the living space of these ends together "the realm of ends". 

In fact, Kant's thought, after introducing a specific type of subject that was 

created in the modern era, brings that subject into the social field.  

2. The influence of Protestant political theology on Kant's political 

thought 
By rejecting the church as a mediator, Protestantism made possible the 

manifestation of the subject for the first time in the history of theology. The 
importance of understanding Protestantism for understanding Kant's political 

and social thought is not through leaving the church, but this importance lies 

in the confrontation of the particular and the general. 

3. The subject as The Autonomy 
According to Kant, the Autonomy is pure principle of all moral laws and all 

duties corresponding to them. 

4. Production of a new type of social contract in Kant's political thought  

Kant's intended social contract is a subject-centered social contract due to the 

elimination of superior authority. 

 

Analysis 

Kant's social contract is fundamentally different from previous social 
contracts in the thinking of Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, etc., and this 

difference is in the sense that this contract is actually a mechanism for 

judging the optimal performance of the government. In the sense that the 
social contract does not include any practical agreement with a practical 

obligation to obey the government. 

 

Conclusions 

German Idealism and Kant, as the pioneers of this intellectual current, 

brought two fundamental legacies to political thought; the first legacy was 

"subjectivity". From Kant onwards, the subject became capable of action, an 

action that involved knowledge on the one hand, and moral will and action 
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on the other. These possibilities are the possibilities of human subjectivity 
and action, and their outcome is a second fundamental concept that is 

considered the second fundamental legacy of German idealism for modern 

political thought; this concept is "right". In fact, according to Kant, man is a 

subject with action and right, and therefore he follows only the moral laws of 

wisdom that other people also have, and through these general and universal 

laws he respects both his right and the right of others, because both he and 

the other have an end in themselves. According to Kant, man is a moral 

subject. Therefore, the government that manages the society of such moral 

people is not an authoritarian or totalitarian government. In other words, it is 

a civil state and not a political and police state. 
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��(� H��� =��, �& =�;7� *	
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0 � H�� =��R@ H��� *	
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 ��+(0 �S�	Q �,��&��	P� �> H+
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;
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(�& �, g� R� =� 8��	6�, �7�� ��� �& �� �> = �� �, �& ��? F
���K �&��  =�X�
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� ���&��K �> 	6S� F7� �, ]H�� H��� �6
:, ����( y�^? &� =&��� =��, �	(�Q
9�,&�
����H+
� H��� R� H	D� =��, ��( �:S- 	, ��( wP��- t
0  .R� H�	>  
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, �(� &�k9�� �0	K =����	��P �, �& *	� �66> . 	, 	:�@ 8{� �,
�� *	(
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���&��K R� ���@�, gM� &� H��� ����-	� �	(�Q� �G�� 	0H�� �;7��7 	,  .�G��  =	6C� 	0
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� 8�R	�  . 	7 8&��n�
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�� F7� ����
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 ��& R� �& *@l�D�,i�	� *��>   �6> N0��P ��? �9��R =	0)Alem, 2005: 462( . ��	
� ��Y��

)H��� *	(0 	7 (�,  �S�	Q &� �& 8�I6� =��R@ �6S7 8H���? �, l�_S� ���&� ��67� �_���
�� 3��6> �� N0��P �& ��	
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�� �	C��� �� H���� �C0& �> j�P �� ��7�	� �& =Y
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�, ���, 8H+
� =��� H��� �> H�� F7� �_���1H�� ���( *��	K H���  . �&�� ��
� H�	>
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:
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���@ ����7k�	�2 �6�R	
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? H����H�� ��	>�� . H�� ��
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W�	K ��
�	� H
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�66> �P�S� &�k;���	K . &�X�����:� *��	K F7� =��, �7��Q� ��K F
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(0 �
�- H,	, N>	� �, Y
������ ��� ��� �& *@ N�K � *	
, =��R@ 	, �&��(0 ���, 8
�� �66>.  
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�� U&�	C� H?	6� �, �� J7 R� �> ��6> 8�� A6> �;7� =�� R� � ��> A6> � ���&� �Q�� 
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7@��? *��(0 �(
0	I� F
S-  � =�9

 ��R@ ���&��, &�D��+C(0   F
� N0 	, =���� ���H+
� �+
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H�� .M�� F7� �Q�� *	+�� �� R� �7	C� *��;7� �> =��Q�� 8H�� ���� �(0 ������ �&�� 8l	

�, *��6�66> ��	I��� ��? �, l�_S� ��	:6� l��0� �, *�
�& =��, l�M =&�Y,�  . �, iK�� &�
�G�� *	+�� H�	> ��
�  �, � H�� w� � A6> �Q�� =�  �e�f? �KE?� F
���K R� 	:6- 8*@ �_���

*	+�� �;7� �> �Q�� Y
� 	0�� =��
� 8�6�+0 *@  �, � �6>  83�(��	:Q � �	 F
���K F7� �_���
�� [&� �& ��? w� N0  w� N0 � �:�»=�;7� « N0 � �� N0 �>��\ 8�&»=�;7� «�P  �+I�

 &� ��7	V�?7F�� ��� .�G�� T	(�Q� F7� �
,�- =��, �> �����  =	0�;�6> �Q�� � �KE?� � 
�� �	�7� w�  8����R�7F �&�� q	P�M  *�����:� ���� �	��� H:Q &� �K��� =��>&	> �Q

�, ]������P � H
(>	� �Q�� ����� �� � H�� ���� H��� �-&	C1 � ��	
� ����� �� � H�� 
�+
�� .A���? &� *��X, ���,� A0�1� F7� &�  � N7�� &�@�	7 �& H�	> ��7��� R� ��Q�� =	0

 ��:I� �� �, 	�-� 	, 	- N7��> sE- {��»�
�>1,����7 « �»H��� ���	> H����, « A��� �,

                                                           
1. civil state 
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��D ��� ��d
+9 �;7��7 R� H�	> ��7��� &� �E?� � H�	
� ���;\ � ��\ ��67� �, �6C� 
�(� N7R����, 8��� . f��? �6
7@��? w� ]H�� w� ��:I� g7�, iK�� &� �E?� H�	> ��7��� &�

 F����6� F
7@��? � ��P»=�;7�« ., l�_S� =	OP �& H�	
� ��K� �»=�;7� « �> N
6> ���-
�, *�����:� *@ &�  ��? *	9�67	(� �_���)���	> =&�:(Q 3�� (�� in� �& F
���K  � �66>
 H��� �, ��Q� =��,)F
���K =��� (�� ��M	P &� 8��&	��  *	
, �, 	7 8H�	
� � �E?� *	
� =�

��M	P &� 8��:, �(� �K	, �P	�� t
0 8��	
� ��Y�� � �6
7@��? *	
� =�  ��Y�� F
(0 �>��\ 8��	�
o�6��&�� *�����:� ��? &� ��7& � .  

  
6. ,�")��3  

    �	;�5��� *��4+5� R� �& ��? ����&�K W-��� *	9�6+7��     �B	5CD	CD �5�E � *��5:- =	50)�& (
�, �� R��,� �n	� A0�1� �	��� �7��� *��> N0��P WC� ��&��.  
 

7 .B��;
 8��=$ )�C� 	����'  

�� �E� *	9�6+7�� 6> g�	� �> �& A0�1� &� �E?� gB	+� �	(- � ]�&��� ��Q� iP	6� j&	S- �> �6
���� 8*��;7� A0�1� &���- 8��	�� &	, J7 R� A
, 3	�&� 	7 � &	���� 8�,�� HK�� R� Y
0��  	7 =R	�

���� gSQ iC6� 8	0 A0�1� 	7 �G�� ��	0	9@	� H7	n& 8i,	6� gSQ � =R	�  ��
V � &	�P&~�� 8�����
�� ����, 8� ���> H7	& g�	> &�D ���.  
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