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Since the onset of the Enlightenment in the early 18th century, and the
subsequent establishment of museums, galleries, and private collections, the
acquisition of cultural artifacts to populate these institutions became imperative.
However, this period also witnessed the emergence of counterfeit works, crafted
in collaboration with specialists across various disciplines. A crucial inquiry
arises regarding the identification of the methods and techniques employed by
forgers, the recent surge in counterfeit production, and the detrimental impact of
such works on archaeological studies and museum activities. This paper aims to
provide a comprehensive examination of counterfeit works, tracing their origins
in Iran, elucidating the typology of counterfeit objects, detailing the methods of
forgery, and analyzing their dissemination to target audiences. Through a
combination of library research and field studies, this investigation reveals that
counterfeit works exploit historical and cultural significance, often leveraging
contemporary scientific knowledge. The lack of precise discernment by target
groups regarding these counterfeit works has facilitated their creation and
distribution across three primary levels: 1) individuals seeking to amass wealth,
2) domestic enthusiasts of historical and cultural artifacts, and 3) galleries and
foreign museums.
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1. Introduction

The practice of forging historical, cultural, and artistic works has persisted for centuries,
evolving over time to adapt to the circumstances of each era. Today, driven by economic, social,
cultural, and political factors, the production of counterfeit historical and artistic works has
proliferated extensively. Regrettably, many of these fake artifacts find their way into museums
and galleries, where they are displayed alongside genuine objects and subsequently referenced
in scholarly publications.

The ramifications of counterfeit and forged works are manifold. Firstly, they distort researchers'
perceptions of the artistic and technical characteristics of historical relics, leading to erroneous
analyses. Secondly, encountering such identity-less works outside the realm of scientific
archacology often triggers skepticism among researchers, prompting them to exclude these
objects from their studies. Given the increasing complexity of modern forgery methods,
authenticating these objects has become exceedingly challenging.

Forgers of historical and cultural artifacts collaborate with artists and craftsmen across various
disciplines, employing contemporary scientific knowledge to create counterfeit items. By
maliciously presenting these objects as authentic, they deceive museums and galleries.
Identifying and detecting such forged objects necessitates considerable skill and intricate
experimentation.

Forgery of historical, cultural, and artistic works is a universal issue that transcends cultural and
geographical boundaries, particularly prevalent in the 20th century with the proliferation of
museums and collectors' interests. Iran, like other societies, has a long history of forgery,
spanning various mediums and infiltrating multiple facets of society. Recent decades have seen
a surge in fake and forged works due to political upheavals and the demand for artifacts from
archaeological excavations.

The rise of smuggling networks and illicit excavations has further fueled the production of
counterfeit artifacts, as dealers seek to capitalize on the demand for newly discovered items. As
a result, museums and galleries must rely on knowledgeable experts to authenticate these
artifacts and differentiate them from genuine ones.

This study underscores the importance of conducting comparative studies and leveraging
experts' practical experiences in authenticating historical, cultural, and artistic works. While
laboratory methods are invaluable, they can be time-consuming and costly. Ultilizing
comparative studies and expert knowledge can expedite the authentication process and aid
judicial authorities in combatting forgery.

In Iran, the majority of artifacts circulating in smuggling networks are counterfeit, underscoring
the pervasive nature of forgery in the country. These counterfeit artifacts can be categorized into
three groups based on quality and production methods, ranging from high-quality forgeries
crafted by knowledgeable individuals to basic counterfeits created by inexperienced forgers.
Each group poses unique challenges in terms of identification and detection, highlighting the
need for vigilance and expertise in combating forgery.
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