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Article Ifo Abstract

In Americanli, Sonallah Ibrahim criticizes the American colonial policies on the
Article Type: lower class by examining the racist images in America. This article aims to
Research Araticle answer the question of how much Gayatri Spivak's theoretical foundations have

been represented in this novel. In response, it should be said that the current

. . research aims to reveal the strategy of appropriation and ideology of the colonial
Article History: . . . . .

Received: world by analyzing the dialectic of the center and the periphery and othering.

23, July, 2022 And by examining the racial oppression of colonized people, she presents the

bourgeois ideology of the colonizers' capitalist classes in the text and represents

the opposition between the West and the East and the historical process of the

In Revised Form: subjugated in the novel. The results of this research indicate that, by showing the

6, September, 2023 centrality of superior European imperialism, Ibrahim expresses the issue of

bourgeois and epistemological violence of dominant Western colonialism in the

Accepted: form of oppression of the black minority. He reflects the voice of the

1, November, 2022 subordinates of the society and depicts the lack of agency and commodification

of the political objects of his novel who were forced to remain silent and did not

have the right to express any opinion.
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1. Introduction

In her articles, Gayatri Spivak examines the study of the indigenous language-master and, by
examining the absence of text, after violence, she reacts to the designed epistemology of the
imperialist project and tries to portray a kind of reading strategy with the indigenous subject, who is
mainly a non-elite or subordinate woman. What is seen in her books is that there is a recurring theme
of women's speech and that the subordinate subject as a woman cannot hear or speak. The theoretical
ruling of this postcolonial critic is formed by the study of a discourse in which patriarchal rituals and
customs collude with the colonialization of Indian culture to erase all traces of the female voice. They
use women's gender as a socio-cultural process and product, which considers women as a tool for
controlling and directing social forces and exercising power. What is important in this article is the
postcolonial critique of Sonallah Ibrahim’s Americanli, relying on Spivak's deconstructionist method,
which calls for the decentering of the superior colonial object; because his assumption is manifested in
forgetting and silencing the voices of the inferior and continuing the project of imperialist domination.
Since Ibrahim depicts the growth of the exclusive, imperialist centralism of the United States and the
hegemony that dominates the inferior classes of society in the novel, the main issue of this research is
the opposition between the centrality of the West and the marginalization of the inferior and
otherization; In other words, with the help of Spivak's theory, we can extract the political subjects of
the text and determine the process of subjectivity or objectification of domination over them, and
represent the voice of the subordinates, their agency, and subjectivity.

To examine this issue, the following questions are answered:

1. How does the author of the novel, Americanli, incorporate the dominant ideology of the West into
the text?

2. How is the deconstruction of the oppositions of the marginality of the subordinate and the centrality
of the superior objectified in this novel?

3. How is the radical centralization and decentration of the subject manifested in the text?

Findings

In this novel, the types of racial discrimination, racism, and undermining of the rights of the weaker
class that have been imposed by American imperialism on the colonial countries are evident. The main
character of this novel (Labib Maher) is a visiting professor of comparative history at the University of
San Francisco who after immigrating to America, encounters historical narratives of events in societies
with problems related to immigrants and racial discrimination between blacks and whites. During the
examination of political and social events in countries and the extinction of ancient civilizations, he
encounters the presence of superior American imperialism that has affected the lives of all immigrants
in this country.

The author of this novel attracts the reader's attention by raising the issue of the bourgeoisie (class
privilege) and the epistemological violence of the dominant Western colonialism. Eurocentric
ideology with its epistemological violence provides for the oppression of the black minority who are
marginalized in Western societies and turns blacks and the underprivileged into commodities that can
be bought and sold in the West. The dominant presence of the West in the above story has led to the
oppression of the black individual and the supremacy of the white race and the resignation of
journalism that sought to tell the story of the inferiority of blacks whose marginalization was
considered part of the continuous history of the superior European.

Conclusion

The study of the novel, Americanli, shows that Sonallah Ibrahim, by representing the life of the
inferior in American society, has presented a post-colonial discourse in his text and shows the reader
the dominant hegemony of superior countries such as England and America, which have usurped their
neighboring countries through the totalizing power and desire.

By examining the contrast between the periphery and the center in this novel, it is seen that the
presence of colonialists in the United States and the exploited countries caused the silence imposed on
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the natives and kept them submissive to American global imperialism. This led to the centralization of

the Western world, which clearly reveals the imperialist plans of the United States, and that led to the
domination and occupation of Third World countries
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