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Article Info Abstract

Obiject alternations involve different realizations of arguments, and are represented
Article Type: in three forms, including locative alternation, dative shift, and object-oblique
Research Article  alternation. Objects in object-oblique alternation are expressed in two different
structures without fundamental changes in meaning. The second participant, in a
transitive predicate, is either stated in a direct object position or in a preposition

Article History: construction. The present paper investigates object-oblique alternation in Persian

Aktionsart, based on Role and Reference Grammar. The objective of this study is
Received: twofold; firstly, to determine the im/possibility of object-oblique alternation in
18, June, 2023 different classes of verbs, and secondly, to specify various readings of this

alternation in verb classes consisting of states, activities, achievements, and
accomplishments. The data are extracted from Persian newspapers, websites, and
daily conversations. Data analysis denotes that some state verbs, including
cognition, emotion, and possession verbs can be represented in object-oblique
alternation. The alternate forms of cognition and possession verbs, refer to the kind
of object in question. Alternation in sub-classes of activity verbs, that is,
performance and consumption verbs, display total-partial interpretation. The
Accepted: alternative forms of creation verbs in this class, in the case of having a non-
20, January, 2024 regy|tative verb, denote the kind of objects in question. Directed perception verbs,
regardless of the parameter of object individuation, are represented in object-oblique
alternation. Some achievement verbs may also be used in this alternation.
Published Onlin: Accomplishment verbs are rarely used in object-oblique alternation, except in cases
10, March, 2024 where depending on the context, total-partial interpretation is intended. Generally
speaking, the predicates that undergo object-oblique alternation share some
characteristics; they are mostly non-state ones, their subjects are mainly agentive,
and the objects are mostly low or non-affected. Furthermore, the verbs, which are
more prone to object-oblique alternation, are chiefly non-resultative, and do not lead
to fundamental changes in the object.
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1. Introduction

Second participants in transitive predicates can be presented in different structures. Object
alternations refer to different realizations of objects (Levin, 2006). An object in object-oblique
alternation is represented either as a direct object or an oblique structure. For example, the
second participant of the predicate ‘negah kardan’ (to look at), is expressed either by a direct
object “?ou ra negah kardam’, or by a preposition structure ‘be ?ou negéah kardam’. Here, the
predicate, ‘negah kardan’ (to look at) is a state one, but it is accomplished voilitionally,
compared to the verb ‘didan’ (to see). The object is also non-affected. Some activity verbs,
such as ‘xordan’ (to eat), undergo object-oblique alternation; in this case, a total-partial
interpretation is intended. These examples indicate that object-oblique alternation may be
applied to different verb classes. In this paper, we investigate object-oblique alternation in
four classes of verbs defined by Vendler (1967). He classifies verbs into four main classes
including states, activities, achievements, and accomplishments. Each class has its own sub-
classes as well. The verbs in these classes may be transitive or intransitive. As object-oblique
alternation occurs in transitive clauses, those predicates, which entail two participants and
have referential objects, are considered in this study.

2. Methodology

To determine the possibility of object-oblique alternation in four classes of verbs, we gathered
about 100 clauses, extracted from Persian newspapers, websites, and daily conversations.
Each clause was then assigned to a specific verb class, introduced by Vendler (1967),
including states, activities, achievements, and accomplishments classes. The alternations of
these predicates were investigated to see whether the object-oblique alternation is possible or
not. Furthermore, different readings of the alternate forms were specified.

3. Discussion and Conclusions

Object-oblique alternation occurs in transitive predicates; in this case, the second participant
is represented in two structures. Verbs which undergo this alternation belong to different
action types. A well-known classification of verbs is defined by Vendler (1967), who
classifies verbs into states, activities, achievements, and accomplishments. These classes each
include some sub-classes (Van Valin, 2005: 55). State verbs are homogenous and lack an
inherent endpoint. Sub-classes of state verbs involve ‘cognition, emotion, possession, and
perception” verbs. The experiencers of these predicates are mainly non-agentive, and their
undergoers are basically non-affected. High individuated objects are mainly ra-marked in
these classes, and no alternation is predictable. In some cases, the alternations in the state
emotion predicates, exhibit the kind of object in question. State perception verbs such as
‘didan’ (to see) and ‘Senidan’ (to hear) undergo no object-oblique alternation. As object-
oblique alternation occurs in transitive clauses, the activity verbs, which have definite and
referential objects, are investigated for this alternation. In this class, verbs with a resultative
effect on objects, display no alternation, while predicates with low or non-affected objects are
more prone to this alternation. Alternations of performance verbs, such as ‘xandan’ (to read),
in this class, denote some total-partial interpretation. This point holds true for some
consumption verbs, as ‘xordan’ (to eat) and ‘noSidan’ (to drink). Creation verbs in this class,
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usually undergo no alternation, due to the fact that the object in this sub-class of action verbs
is ‘effected’ rather than ‘affected’, that is, the object exists only by virtue of the activity
indicated by the verb. In cases which creation verbs represent alternation, the kind of object in
question is intended. Clauses containing directed perception verbs, such as ‘negah kardan’ (to
look at), and ‘gus dadan’ (to listen) undergo object-oblique alternation, regardless of the
parameter of object individuation. Achievement verbs, such as ‘bordan’ (to win) and ‘zadan’
(to hit), show alternation. The alternation of the clause containing the verb ‘Cesidan’ (to taste)
in this class refers to a partial interpretation. Alternation in accomplishment verbs mainly
occurs in situations where a total-partial interpretation is intended, based on the context and
semantic entailments of the verb. To put it in a nutshell, analysis data denotes that object-
oblique alternation generally occurs in the predicates which have agentive subjects.
Furthermore, the object is not affected totally, that is, predicates with a resultative effect on
object do not participate in object-oblique alternation. This reveals that there is an indirect
relationship between high transitivity and object-oblique alternation. That is, transitive
predicates that impinge low effect on object, or have non-affected objects are more likely to
undergo this alternation.
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