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In the Islamic period, two types of texts are associated with
calligraphy: specific treatises on calligraphy and general books
on the scribal tradition. The specific treatises form the aesthetic
system of calligraphy based on the principles attributed to Ibn
Mugla. In this system, beauty is defined based on principles,
leading to the understanding that calligraphy cannot be applied
to any type of innovative writing. Conversely, the general
books, which predate the treatises and circulated alongside
them, use terms such as "good calligraphy" in a more general
sense. The distinction in the understanding of beauty between
these two approaches has not been thoroughly studied, causing
confusion in research. This article examines the usage of terms
related to beautiful writing in selected Arabic and Persian texts
from the Islamic age, demonstrating that the meaning of the
words in this context aligns with general criteria of beauty
rather than principles.
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