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Iran's geopolitical position I the region has led to providing a
special place for Iran inyregiopal*and international relations; on the
other hand, it has led to threats,and even military attacks on Iran at
different times. Therefore, “it gis “inevitable for Iran to have a
complete military readiness.to confront and defend against the
threats raised. In this regard, sttengthening the military power and
identifying \the _‘importantgfand key factors affecting the
improvement of Ivaf’s defense power as a basic and essential
principle in the colintry's foreign policy and creating deterrence is
propesediywhich should be given the attention of politicians and
militaryscommanders. In this connection, the following article
frames the theory of deterrent peace as the basic theory of research
in“order to_evaluate and prioritize the key factors influencing the
improvement of Iran's defense power with a forward-looking view
by studying the previous scientific documents and records, the
number of 27 key factors in the form of six dimensions, military,
geographical, economic, political, social and scientific, were
identified and specified. In the following, using the IPA
importance-performance analysis method and using the opinion of
40 experts, the importance value and the performance value of
each factor were determined separately based on the five-point
Likert scale, and according to the obtained results and the
weighting of the factors, The number of five priority factors with
high importance and performance and five factors with high
importance and low performance were identified as important and
key factors affecting Iran's defense power.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Iran's geopolitical position in the region has
led to providing a special place for Iran in
regional and international relations; on the
other hand, it has led to threats and even
military attacks on Iran at different times.
Therefore, it is inevitable for Iran to have a
complete military readiness to confront and
defend against the threats raised. In this
regard, strengthening the military power
and identifying the important and key
factors affecting the improvement of Iran's
defense power as a basic and essential
principle in the country's foreign policy and
creating deterrence is proposed, which
should be given the attention of politicians
and military commanders. In this
connection, the following article frames the
theory of deterrent peace as the basic theory
of research in order to evaluate and
prioritize the key factors influencing the
improvement of Iran's defense power with a
forward-looking view by studying the
previous scientific documents and records,
the number of 27 key factors in the form of
six dimensions, military, geographical,
economic, political, social and scientific,
were identified and specified. In the
following, using the IPA\.impoktance-
performance analysis method and\using the
opinion of 40 experts, the importancévalue
and the performance, value\of each factor
were determined [separately basedson the
five-point Likert scale, and according to the
obtained results and thé"Wweighting of the
factors, The number of five priority factors
withbhigh“impartanceyand performance and
five factors with high”importance and low
performance\Were identified as important
and key factars affecting lran's defense
power.

Methodology

This research is of an applied-
developmental type in terms of goal and
result. In terms of the method, it is a
combination  of  descriptive-analytical
methods and the use of survey methods
(interviews with experts and
questionnaires), and the means of gathering
information is using related documents and
resources  (books, articles, internet),

interviews, and  questionnaires. The
statistical population includes experts with
a scientific background related to military-
defense issues (including high-ranking
military commanders and managers with a
strategic position and researchers working
in the scientific and research centers of the
armed forces and professors of the
geography faculty of Tehran and Kharazmi
universities), whose number 40 people were
estimated. The purposeful sampling method
was used to select experts and“determine
the sample size. The research Process is,
first, to determine the genergl‘and key
factors affecting Iran's \defense power by
examining prewvious - seientific records.
Twenty-seven factorsgwere selected in six
dimensions  as’) “military,  economic,
geographicalls, social, political, and
scientific. ljthe second step, using the IPA
performance-tmportance analysis model
and the opinion of experts, the factors were
evaluated a@and* weighted, and the priority
and important factors affecting the future of
Yran's defense power were identified.

Results and discussion

The following five factors were identified
as important and influential factors on Iran's
defense power according to their location in
the situation matrix, which are of high
relative importance and due to the lack of
proper planning by the officials and
decision-makers in the defense-security
field, the desired performance; they are
unacceptable. Therefore, the optimal and
suitable strategy is effort and planning to
achieve suitable and acceptable
performance for these five factors.

1) Paying attention to the living conditions
and the standard of living of the families
of military personnel and the level of
morale of the military forces;

2) The level of constructive and intelligent
interaction with the world economy and
the ability to attract capital and
international credits and the level of
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foreign investment in lran's basic
infrastructure and domestic industries;

3) The country's geopolitical weight and
the country's strategic and geopolitical
position;

4) The rate of scientific growth and
progress in the fields of nanotechnology,
biotechnology,  genetics, molecular
biology and life sciences;

5) The number of study institutes and
military-defense research and research
institutes and the amount of use of
modern  defense  technology and
knowledge by the military forces.

Conclusion
Based on the theoretical framework of the

research and according to the theory of
deterrent peace, the country's approach and
strategy in the field of defense in the first
stage should prioritize the principle of
adherence to peace and create a suitable
environment and platform inside and
outside the country to establish friendly
relations and interaction. Moreover,
cooperation with neighbors and wother
countries in the region and the world™is
necessary to avoid violenceiand military

\

conflict while considering the anarchic
situation ruling the international system.
Also, according to God's orders and
historical experiences and perceived
military threats against the country, within
the framework of legal cases, to strengthen
and grow the components to be effective in
enhancing the defense-military power in
order to maintain and stabilize the national
authority and ensure the national interests
of the country. So that in the“event of a
conflict and a military attack in“the‘future,
the least damage and material and“human
losses will be caused to the_gotntey and
national interests.
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