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Abstract

The Seleucid Empire and the Ptolemaic Kingdom of Egypt were dynasties
that arose after the conquests of Alexander the Great. During the life of their
dynasty, they were involved in six wars, known as the Syrian Wars, for
control of the eastern Mediterranean. The Battle of Raphia took place at the
end of the Fourth Syrian War between Antiochus Ill and Ptolemy IV in 217
BC. This battle was one of the critical and decisive confrontations in the
Syrian Wars between the two great powers of the Hellenistic era. On the one
hand, Antiochus Il1, king of the Seleucids, sought to regain the territories he
had lost in previous centuries. On the other hand, Ptolemy IV and the
Ptolemaic government of Egypt sought to assert their dominance over the
eastern Mediterranean. Therefore, the results and consequences of this battle
could affect the balance of power in the entire Mediterranean region. Based
on the historical approach and on the description and analysis of the data of
documents and sources, the current research seeks to answer the question:
what were the causes of the Battle of Raphia and what were its results and
consequences? The results of the research show that this battle was due to the
domination of both sides over the eastern Mediterranean countries, especially
the region of Coele-Syria; although Antiochus Il was defeated in this battle,
the passive policy of the Pharaoh of Egypt caused Antiochus 11l to revive his
authority in Asia Minor and eastern Iran. On the other hand, the Egyptians
had to contend with the growing power of Rome in the west and were
eventually wiped out.
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Introduction

Within a short space of time, two great Macedonian kingdoms fell into the hands of young kings.
Thus, around 220 BC, Antiochus 111 (187-223 BC) ruled in Iran in 223 BC at the age of eighteen, and
Ptolemy IV Philopator (221-204 BC Ptolemy 1V Philopator) ruled in Egypt in 221 BC at the age of
twenty-three . The differing ambitions of these two young kings were bound to create new power

relationships in the eastern Mediterranean. The world in which their reign began was the Greco-
Macedonian world, created by the conquests of Alexander the Great, but the world in which their reign
ended was a new world overshadowed by Rome.

Antiochus 111, the young Seleucid king, intended to restore as much of the empire's territory as
possible to the period of Seleucus I, and also to pursue Seleucid claims - which had been neglected in
the past - to the Ptolemaic possessions. . The death of Ptolemy 111 in early 221 BC and the accession of
Ptolemy IV Philopator created ideal conditions for the ambitious young Seleucid king Antiochus 111 to
conquer the eastern Mediterranean. Although his campaigns were initially successful, and during the
first phase of the conflict Antiochus 111 recaptured Seleucia Pieria and cities in Palestine, it was the
diplomacy of the Egyptian courtiers that finally allowed them to prepare their military forces in terms
of quantity and quality for the battle with Antiochus .

In June 217 BC, 10 kilometres from the ancient city of Raphia, the Seleucid Empire and the
Ptolemaic Kingdom of Egypt, two powers of the ancient world, clashed in one of the largest and most
spectacular battles of the Hellenistic period. The Ptolemies were able to defeat Antiochus in this battle.

This defeat forced Antiochus to give up his Syrian ambitions. In other words, Ptolemy IV's victory
resolved the dispute over Syria for another 17 years. Thus, after Antiochus' retreat, Ptolemy was able
to reoccupy his lost lands.

A truce was then declared, but since the two sides could not agree, three months later, Ptolemy 1V,
probably to put pressure on the Seleucids in the negotiations, crossed the borders of Coele-Syria and
attacked Antiochus unopposed, plundering several cities. A peace treaty was signed after this attack.
In the treaty that followed, although the details are unknown to us, Coele -Syria fell back into the
hands of Ptolemy IV, and Antiochus lost Seleucia Pieria, which he had inherited from his father. In
other words, the peace treaty ended at the cost of all the Seleucid king's conquests in Phoenicia and
Palestine, but Antiochus paid no compensation.

The Battle of Raffia had many consequences. Despite the victory and the great efforts made in the
war, the Ptolemaic Kingdom of Egypt adopted a defensive policy and regained the lands that had been
taken by Antiochus. Such successes initially made the reign of Ptolemy IV appear brilliant, due to
their superiority in foreign policy, especially in the eastern Mediterranean.

However, the victory at Raphia marked the end of a glorious era, or in other words, the end of the
"century of the Ptolemies”. After the Battle of Raphia, Ptolemy entered the war against the native
Egyptians. Indeed, the sudden departure of a large number of soldiers at the end of the war had a
devastating social effect, but it must be said that the military campaigns also put a great deal of
economic pressure on the royal court. In Egypt, Ptolemy IV won the Battle of Raphia, but internal
rebellions in Egypt itself caused a severe blow to the native population and led to the separation of
Upper Egypt from Ptolemaic rule.

Antiochus 11, on the other hand, had just begun his activities after the Battle of Raphia. He quickly
rebuilt his army after the defeat, and from 216 to 213 BC he concentrated on defeating Achaios. In 216
BC he marched against the usurper Achaios, and at this time he began to reclaim parts of Anatolia that
had been out of Seleucid control since the time of Seleucus IlI; finally Antiochus Il was able to
capture and execute Achaiosafter the siege of Sardis in 213 BC; thus Antiochus Il was able to secure
his western borders. With the fall of Achaios, Ptolemaic foreign policy also failed.
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Philopator's inaction allowed Antiochus to make considerable gains in the eastern satrapies from 212
to 205. So much so that even the Maurian prince Sophagasenos, the Parthian king Arsakes Il (217-197
BC) and the kingdom of Bactria recognised the superiority of the Seleucids in this region. Antiochus
now chose the title of Great Achaemenid King and was named "Antiochus the Great" in memory of
Alexander. The results of the attack on the East were immense. Although the Parthians and Eutidemus
retained their independence, they also accepted the rule and leadership of the Seleucids, and for a time
Antiochus was safe from the fear of their attack on western Iran.

For Antiochus, this was a matter of vital importance, for in order to carry out his intentions and
aims in the Eastern Mediterranean, the main centre of Seleucid interests, his hand must be completely
free. Moreover, the attack in the east raised Antiochus' status, which seemed necessary after his lack of
success in the Fourth Syrian War (217-218 BC). Antiochus was able to restore his power and
influence in the West and the Far East (205-209 BC).

Having restored his power in the above-mentioned states, at the end of his life he again began to
fight against the Ptolemies. As it should be said, the turbulent period in Alexandria and the constant
rebellion of the local forces created ideal conditions for Antiochus Il to attack Coel-Syria once again
and to fight the Fifth Syrian War (202-195 BC) between them. At the end of this war, Egypt lost most
of its foreign possessions, except for Cyprus and Cyrenaica, and was unable to recover them. In fact,
during these battles, Antiochus annexed to his territory the lands he had failed to conquer in the Battle
of Raphia. On the other hand, after Ptolemy IV, the Egyptians allied themselves with a new power,
Rome, which was able to put an end to both the Ptolemaic and Seleucid dynasties.
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