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The colonial powers defined, defined, and narrated the nature of the colonial
countries, that is, “the other,” according to their cognitive system and in
service of their colonial goals. The novel "Shouq Al-Darwish" narrates how
the colonizer rose to be the final giver of meanings, purposes, and legitimacy,
and this resulted in falsifying the historical path of the indigenous groups. The
novel was full of religious symbols that fit the historical background of the
events, a struggle between the Islamic Mahdist trend and the Orthodox
Christian trend in Sudan. In this research, we aim, with a descriptive-
analytical approach, to identify how the novel provides an insightful reading
of part of the history of the Mahdist Revolution, through which the balance of
central hegemony is tipped in favor of reality, in light of the colonial attempts
that rendered the indigenous peoples inert and referred to only as categories
that must be erased. Its cultures. The conditions of the colonial countries were
represented in vague, primitive images, separating them from their culture and
making them imagine that breaking with it would lead them to modernity.
This novel describes how the East lived under the preoccupation of anxiety,
fragility, and confusion regarding its authorities, as it had no choice but to
follow the Western other, especially in the main character, “Bakhit Mendil,”
as he found himself in specific frameworks that did not allow him global
integration and did not allow him to develop his own identity. Among the
mechanisms that the novel came up with to present this image is to represent
the religious-historical interrelationship from an important angle. This is
because history is described as a final, fixed substance that cannot be touched
upon. However, the novel, as a text based on imagination, made history the
subject of questioning and cast a shadow of doubt on the history that The
"Mahdist Revolution" was described as a bloody and subversive movement.
identity, difference, post-colonialism, cultural hegemony, Shawq Al-
Darwish’s novel.
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1.Introduction

The colonial powers defined, specified, and narrated the nature of the colonized states, i.e. the "other",
according to their cognitive system and to serve their colonial goals. The novel "Shawq Al-Darwish"
came to narrate how the colonizer became the ultimate donor of meanings, purposes, and legitimacy,
which resulted in the falsification of the historical path of the indigenous groups. The novel came full of
religious symbols that fit the historical background of the events, a conflict between the Islamic Mahdist
trend and the Orthodox Christian trend in Sudan. In this research, using a descriptive-analytical approach,
we aim to identify how the novel presents an insightful reading of part of the history of the Mahdist
Revolution through which the scales of central hegemony are turned in favor of reality, in light of the
colonial attempts that cast the indigenous peoples as inactive and referred to only as categories whose
cultures must be erased. The conditions of the colonized countries were represented in mysterious
primitive images, to be separated from their culture, so they imagined that breaking with it would lead
them to modernity. This novel describes how the East lived with the obsession of anxiety, fragility and
confusion towards its references, where it had no choice but to follow the Western other, especially in the
main character "Bakhit Mandeel", as he found himself in specific frameworks that did not allow him to
integrate globally and did not accept him to develop his own identity. Among the mechanisms that the
novel came with to present this image is the representation of the religious-historical connection in an
important angle, because history is described as a fixed, finished material that may not be touched, but the
novel, as a text based on imagination, made history the subject of doubt, so it came with shadows of
doubt on the history that narrated the "Mahdist Revolution" as a bloody, destructive movement. The
colonial experience, whose effects were not erased by the end of direct colonialism and the achievement
of independence, formed the background or foundation on which the terms of postcolonial literature and
postcolonial criticism are based. The ambition expressed by postcolonial discourse has transcended those
literary and artistic works, especially after immigrants, exiles and refugees formed an essential part of its
structure. The impact of migration and alienation on cultural identity in the novel should be studied, while
we should not forget that the post-colonial perspective is not merely an exploration of the conditions of
post-colonial countries, but rather a clarification of the dynamics of power, subjugation, and resistance,
and what the colonized other is exposed to, including blacks, women, workers, etc., so we wanted to
study the dual relationship between the self and the other, and then the dynamic understanding of culture
when it is popularized and followed for global political purposes through the Arab novel and exposing the
relationship of culture with globalization and authoritarian plans, under the approach of narration and the
identity of the subordinate. It is possible to study moments of novelty and creative burst from these
periods that were associated with production and renewal, especially in worlds that shook up heritage and
highlighted fundamental questions related to the movement of change that takes place, negatively and
positively, in response to tangible conditions that are deeply engraved in consciousness and are not
merely a temporary harmony with passing creative and intellectual fashions. What the post-colonial
perspective helps us with is thinking about the ways in which social changes and transformations and
their negotiations are revealed, in a world in which slavery, oppression, exploitation, sexual
discrimination, class hierarchy, etc. were imposed, quietly and smoothly. Given that post-colonial
narratives fundamentally question identity and through the narrative approach with all that lies behind this
term, we find different trends and theories that revolve around narrative as the science of narratives and a
number of questions emerge, including: What are the forms of identity and culture that emerge from the
post-colonial world and its troubles and types of anxiety? How is this narrative image expressed and from
which identity does the narrative discourse emerge? In light of the novel "Shawq Al-Darwish", the second
novel by the Sudanese short story writer and novelist "Hamour Ziyadah", which won the "Naguib
Mahfouz Medal for Literature" in 2014 and was included in the final list for the International Prize for
Arabic Fiction for the year 2015, and also analyzing the role of ideology spread by the colonial political
apparatuses, to form the cultural identity, we pose the following questions and try to find the answer to
them: - What are the grounds from which the novelist "Hamour Ziyadah" takes his image of identity?
Since the use of cultural identity was not merely a depiction of it in the novel, but rather carries broad
dimensions that indicate the social reality and the dominant ideology. - How does power, or in its
ideological expression "hegemony", play its role in establishing cultural identity in this novel? In general,
as we have previously indicated and as represented in the novel, the term post-colonialism is no longer
limited in its meaning to the emergence of colonial powers, but is used today when referring to culture in
a way that extends or covers all culture that has been affected by the imperial context from the moment of
the first colonization until the present day. The return of colonialism and dependency from the
"windows", and the continuation of intellectual and cultural occupation, found an echo in intellectual
writings and creativity in different ways of expression; and this is evident in the literary and artistic
vanguards, in varying proportions and degrees from one Arab country to another. There is only one
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action, which is to “participate” in creating the new global culture. Otherwise, absolute rejection will not
lead to any result. Rather, such rejection is what will ultimately lead to the elimination of identity and
self-culture. Integrating into the era and trying to absorb the variables and transformations with a
changing mind, and eliminating this obsessive fear of losing identity and culture is the way to preserve
our being in a world that is merciless and transformations that do not know how to stop.

The problem is not just a precaution, but rather a problem of identity and exposing and attacking human
abuse. This does not happen by closing doors and blocking outlets, even in the stage of hot struggle. It is
to abandon the rigid ideas about the established identity and the definitions that gain their legitimacy from
culture, where Fanon's message to those peoples was: Be different, and stay away from the fate that
describes you as dependent peoples. Because most of what is said today about globalization is almost a
repetition of what was said before about cultural invasion or imperialism, but the result is the same, which
is "dependency." So the representations that came in the narrative of the novel, point to a historical
formation in the cultural unconscious, which is susceptible to being aroused and moved whenever the
need arises. It means the major connotations that make the identities, trends and writings that were
intended to disappear or be obliterated, to reappear as something else. The margin in the novel Shawq Al
Darwish regains itself and its presence within the center that was preoccupied with the cultures of the
peripheries, and finds itself forced to pay attention to them and listen to them. We should not forget that
the issue of identity was not raised unless there was a challenge, threat, marginalization or frustration of a
group. The novel intended through it to represent the subjugation of the colonists to a relationship of
dependency with the Western colonial center without their awareness. This type of relationship between
the colonizer and the colonized led to slavery whose benefit ended in the Western centers. Colonialism
has destroyed a fundamental pillar of identity and established a new relationship with indigenous societies
based on the principle of submission and then dependence. This is the condition of the novel that
represented the subordinate human being who does not have control over his affairs. We found the
character of the novel to suffer from the violence of classification that divides people into masters and
followers, as the application of the description of "subordinate" to a person necessarily means his
belonging to the reality of inferiority. At the same time, a vital expression revolves around the idea that
the identity that was formed for a long period, as a basis for stability, is now on its way to disappearing.
But in response to all forms of distortion practiced by the powers against identities, this novel sought to
dismantle the identity of the subordinate, expose it and defame it in its narrative centered around the self,
identity and history, where the novelist captures different images of the manifestations of this control. As
we have noticed, and what is striking about this literary achievement, is its use of examples,
measurements and images to represent the idea of otherness. In view of this path, the preoccupation with
the marginal, the implicit and the resident in the dark and dim area of culture, which are branches of the
question of otherness, constituted the most important pillars for building the plot of post-colonial novels.
But receiving this novel was not that simple, as the recipient faces a mixture of reality and imagination
and a duality of truth and illusion, without any attempt by the novelist to remove the contradictions.
Rather, he came on a broad ground of imagination to pull the hard rug of history, without confirming that
what he says is actually reality. However, the narrator tried to use mechanisms to attract attention to this
historical-religious event, warning that this period of time does not belong to history, but rather it also
belongs to the creative novelist, so that he can narrate it as he wishes. She stressed that the novelistic text
can bear broad dimensions and great possibilities in order to go beyond the framework of historical
falsification, and that when religious discourse is manifested in patterns of authoritarian expression, it will
be characterized by the centrality of a unilateral dialogue. The pattern of unilateral discourse is embodied
in the speaker’s tendency to exclude or cancel other speakers and ignore them, even excommunicate and
slaughter them. The monolithic discourse also takes the absolute truth as a starting point for its speech,
completely contrary to dialogic logic, and therefore rejects multiple dialogues. This text also celebrates
the cultural and ethnic diversity within Sudanese society at that historical moment, and elevates the status
of the colonized subject, giving him the forefront of the novel. The story of the colonization of Sudan in
this novel reminds us of Said’s statement about the religious pretexts for colonization, just as it appears in
the novel, referring to the Christian missions that entered the land of Sudan under the pretext of
preaching, reform, enlightenment, and leading the Berbers to the path of light and peace. Thus, the novel
succeeded in presenting an image of the cover-up of colonial campaigns under various pretexts, most of
which were religious, as they formulated theories and ideas that suited invasion and occupation, focusing
on the inferiority and backwardness of the non-Western other, and leading the backward ones to progress,
democracy, and civilization.
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