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Cognitive metaphor is considered one of the modern topics in linguistics, and its
theorists, George Lakoff and Mark Johnson, took it from its linguistic framework
to the conceptual cognitive field, so that it is considered present in aspects of
“mental thinking” in all areas of ordinary life. Lakoff and Johnson believe that
metaphor is not for decoration or embellishment Or a linguistic phenomenon
related to the language of poetry, but rather an intellectual phenomenon that is
related to our conceptual system, inherent in the ordinary life that we live,
because we hardly realize it most of the time, and that an important part of our
emotions, behavior, and experiences is metaphorical in nature. One of the most
important buildings of this theory is the concept of “conceptual schemes,” which
is a mental phenomenon that enables many intellectual experiences and basic
concepts to be understood, such as trust in God, feelings of sin, shame,
submission, and reassurance, and then tangible experiences through metaphor.
The Sahifa al-Sajjadiyah played an important role in employing metaphor, due to
its openness to an infinite process, which produces a diverse interpretive chain.
Hence, the interpretation of the metaphor varies according to the cognitive
contents from which the reader starts, so supplications play a central role through
latent interaction. The article was subjected to some reading. Conceptual
diagrams of ontological metaphors and their analysis in Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya in
light of Lakoff and Johnson’s theory to clarify the implicit and aesthetic
connotations, which explain to the recipient how he obtains religious experiences,
relying this on the descriptive analytical approach, from which it is deduced that
the Qur’anic concepts in the culture of imams are metaphorical, and material
experiences are like containment. Balance and others constitute the core of the
concepts adopted by the Imam, revealing the extent to which his moral
philosophy is embodied. This is because transferring abstractions from the realm
of non-existence to the realm of existence and being is easier to understand, and
closer to realization, as it gives society an awareness of what Imam Al-Sajadi is
heading in doctrine and culture, in addition to Expanding understanding.

George Lakoff and Mark Johnson, ontological metaphors, conceptual schemes,
Imam Zayn al-Abidin, Sahifa al-Sajjadiya.
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1. Introduction

Traditional metaphor looks at the concept of transfer and substitution in carrying out a
metaphorical act. It is concerned, on the face of the loan, with transferring the meaning from a
semantic field, with what is common in it, to a semantic field in which it is not used. In this
process, it only looks at the listener’s literary pleasure and arouses his astonishment with what
he reads. However, many of the pillars of this traditional vision have weakened with the
emergence of modern linguistics theory, which has taken the axis of conceptual plans and
cognitive metaphors as a starting point for several analyses in various types of supplications.
The theory describes this metaphor as a mental matter and that language is a reflection of the
mental projection processes that take place. Here, metaphor differs in its new meaning
according to the theory of cognitive linguistics from the traditional view of it. The theory of
cognitive metaphor is one of the modern studies in linguistics, which its theorists "George
Lakoff and Mark Johnson" took out of its linguistic framework to the cognitive conceptual field
so that it is present in the aspects of "mental thinking" in all areas of ordinary life. Lakoff and
Johnson believe that metaphor is not for decoration or adornment or that it is a linguistic
phenomenon related to the language of poetry, but rather it is an intellectual phenomenon
related to our conceptual system, inherent in the ordinary life that we live, we hardly realize it
most of the time and that it is an important part of our emotions, behavior, and experiences in
terms of its symbolic nature. One of the most important premises of this theory is the concept of
"conceptual schemes". This is a mental phenomenon that enables the perception of many
intellectual experiences and basic concepts such as trust in God, feeling guilty, fear, submission,
reassurance, and then tangible experiences through metaphor. About religious texts, it should be
noted that the concepts of supplications are considered a unique and important experience, in
which metaphor plays a fundamental role in shaping them, such that their concepts are based on
"material body experiences" through metaphorical projection. Accordingly, the metaphor is
transferred in its entirety from critical and linguistic studies that have monopolized metaphor for
several consecutive centuries to studies of the science of the mind, and therefore the cognitive
content theory of metaphor is based on the idea of embodiment, i.e. the existence of abstractions
depends on the interactions of the body, and in short, matter precedes abstractions.

2. Statement of the issue

The Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya played an important role in employing metaphor, due to its openness to
an infinite process, and from it, a diverse interpretive series is produced, and then the
interpretation of the metaphor differs according to the cognitive contents from which the reader
starts, so that supplications play a central role through latent interaction. The literature of
supplication is dazzlingly represented in the Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya and is stopped by several
aspects, most of which are mystical. Supplication in the Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya in its external
appearance is based on a dialogue between the servant and his Creator, while the internal
appearance is based on several emotional and sentimental elements issued by the supplicant;
supplication is a psychological, personal, and preaching guidance discourse, social in its benefit
and individual in its creator. To understand its contents, the research addressed metaphor,
because its nature depends on transferring the meaning from what is common in the semantic
field to another semantic field in which it is not used, and it is also something aimed at
surprising the listener or pleasing the reader, but the pillars of this traditional vision were shaken
by the emergence of the cognitive linguistic theory. One of the important stylistic phenomena
that was strikingly evident in “Al-Sahifah Al-Sajjadiyyah” is the metaphor of content; as this
metaphor added splendor and magical beauty to this book and its sublime concepts. The Imam,
with its various ontological, structural, and directional types, set out to embody Islamic values,
enlighten Islamic thought, and illustrate them with the cultural experiences that the Imam lived,
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in addition to his call to people to overcome arrogance, refute selfishness, supplicate, be entreat,
have mercy, be patient, and seek refuge in God, and urge them to struggle with desires, avoid
vanity, and adhere to divine love and humility.

3. Research Questions

This article aims to answer the following questions:

A. What are the types of ontological metaphors used in Al-Sahifah Al-Sajjadiyyah?

B. Why does Imam Al-Sajjad, peace be upon him, employ ontological metaphors in his
supplications?

C. What is the value of the conceptual scheme in the newspaper in terms of its significance?
These questions call for hypotheses that the article proves, namely:

A. It seems that there are three types of ontological metaphors represented by the material,
circumstance, and personification in Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya strikingly.

B. It seems that the employment of ontological metaphors within the supplications in Sahifa al-
Sajjadiyya helps transfer the meaning and concept from the field of the principle to the field of
the purpose, employing conceptual schemes in this regard.

C. The use of conceptual schemes in Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya reveals the essence of the concepts
semantically and the culture of the Islamic Imam and his Quranic vision, as it calls on the
recipient to rely on them in the religious environment in which he lives.

4. Study Methodology

This study relies on the descriptive-analytical approach to reveal the cognitive ontological
metaphors and how to employ them in Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya and seeks to know the types of
ontological metaphors in the Sahifa, accompanied by analyzing the content and deducing the
results by studying the models extracted from it. Studying metaphors in Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya
according to Lakoff and Johnson's theory gives the reader a new idea about how to employ such
metaphors in religious texts to reach the desired goal.

5. Results

The article deals with reading some conceptual plans in ontological metaphors and analyzing
them in Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya in light of Lakoff and Johnson's theory to clarify the implicit and
aesthetic connotations, which explain to the recipient how to obtain religious experiences,
relying on the descriptive analytical approach. Among the most important results obtained from
it are: A. The ontological metaphor in its three types "material, circumstance, and
personification" is found in Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya and it has a prominent role in how to convey
meaning to the addressee in the process of projecting the concept.
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