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The Aras River and other waterways in the Moghan region have played a significant
role in the development of prehistoric settlements. Despite this, the Moghan Plain
has received relatively little archaeological attention compared to the extensive
scientific investigations conducted in the Urmia Lake Basin. One exception is the
Yatag Tepesi site in Germi, which has been the subject of systematic research.
The primary aim of this article is to introduce the pottery traditions of the region
and establish a chronological framework for the study area. To facilitate a more
detailed understanding of cultural interactions with neighboring regions during
the Chalcolithic period, the study poses the following research questions: based
on the analysis of cultural materials, particularly ceramic assemblages, to which
cultural period(s) can the study area be attributed? Furthermore, what cultural and
geographical connections can be identified between the site of Yatag Tepesi and the
surrounding region based on the archaeological evidence? The findings suggest that
during the Chalcolithic period, the region exhibited strong cultural ties with other
parts of northwestern Iran, particularly the Qarehdagh region, the Urmia Lake Basin,
and the South Caucasus. The research employs fieldwork-based methods combined
with a descriptive-analytical approach. The distinct characteristics of the ceramics
and other cultural materials indicate significant cultural linkages with northwestern
Iran. Chronologically, the site is dated to approximately 4500-3700/3600 BCE,
underscoring its importance in constructing the broader cultural-historical framework

of the region.
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1. Introduction

Due to its suitable conditions and special location, northwestern Iran has a sequence of settlements
dating from prehistory to the Islamic period. This region of the Iranian plateau has long had an
important place in prehistoric studies of Iran due to its proximity to cultural areas such as the
South Caucasus, Anatolia, the Zagros, Mesopotamia and the Central Plateau of Iran. The Moghan
Plain is located in northwestern Iran, west of the Caspian Sea and north of Ardabil province
(northeastern Azerbaijan) and differs from other parts of Azerbaijan in terms of its geographical
features. Yatag Tepesi is located nearest to Barzand Ghalasi, along the historical road “Gafgaz
Yolu” in the Garmi district of Moghan (Figure 1). This fort is located in the middle of Barzand
valley on the west bank of the Barzand Chai at an altitude of 493 meters above the sea level.
The main purpose of this article is to introduce the traditions of pottery and to determine its
chronological sequence in the study area. To facilitate a more detailed investigation of cultural
interactions with neighboring regions and to establish a chronological framework for the studied
geographical area during the Chalcolithic period, the following questions are posed. First, based
on the analysis of cultural materials, particularly the ceramic assemblages from Yatag Tepesi, to
which cultural period(s) can the site be attributed? The main hypothesis in this regard is that the
site is related to the Middle Chalcolithic (LC1) and Late Chalcolithic (LC2 3) periods. Second,
according to the archeological data obtained at the site of Yatag Tepesi, with which geographical
areas does the site have more cultural connections? Studies show cultural connections and
commonalities with other regions of northwestern Iran, especially with the Qaradagh region and
the Lake Urmia basin, as well as the South Caucasus. The present study was conducted both

through fieldwork and using a descriptive-analytical approach.

2. Discussion

Archaeological trenches at Barzand Ghalasi were done with the aim of determining the area and
extent of the central citadel and its surroundings. A total of 11 test trenches were excavated on the
hill known as Yatag Tepesi. Based on archaeological data obtained from Trench G, two cultural
periods were observed. The second period is based on cultural data (potsherds, flint and obsidian
tools (Table: 5), mortar and pestle (Figure: 5) and bone tools (Figure: 6) related to the Middle
Chalcolithic (LC1) (Figure 2) (Table: 1) and the Late Chalcolithic (LC2 3) (Figure 3) (Table: 2)
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periods. According to preliminary studies, no data have been obtained from Yatag Tepesi related
to the Early Chalcolithic period (Dalma culture). The most important archaeological data that
can be dated to this period are ceramics. All the obtained pottery is handmade and the surface of
the pottery is normally smooth and polished. Vessel forms vary, including shallow bowls, large
bowls, storage containers and large cauldrons (open mouth utensils) and glasses / drinking bowls.
Among the pottery, no type of painted pottery was found and from the last locus, a unique piece
of pottery was found that belongs to the bottom of the pot / vat (Figure: 4), which has a diameter
of 31 cm. According to anthropological evidence, open mouth containers are more compatible
with containers dedicated to the storage of dry materials and given the availability of this type
of utensils, it is possible that the people living at Yatag Tepesi in the Chalcolithic period relied
on agricultural products. It is also possible that the presence of stone tools such as mortars and
pestles could be related to agricultural activities, although the presence of animal bones and their

residues, as well as the figurine of a cow may also confirm the existence of livestock.

3. Conclusion

Based on the excavation, two cultural periods have been identified at Yatag Tepesi, the second
period of which is related to the Middle Chalcolithic (LC1) and the Late Chalcolithic (LC2 3)
periods. All pottery is handmade and the surface of the pottery is normally smooth and polished.
Vessels come in a variety of forms, including open-mouthed and narrow-mouthed, and most
of the pottery obtained is of the open-mouthed type. Based on the faunal record, as well as a
clay figurine that probably depicts a bovid, tools such as pestles, mortars and similar tools, we
can ascribe the locus of excavation as a residential area. Additionally, the presence of straw
impressions throughout all excavated layers down to the virgin soil suggests that the site may
have functioned as a seasonal pastoral settlement. The cultural remains of the area belong to the
Middle Chalcolithic / Pisdeli / LC 1 and Late Chalcolithic / LC 2-3 and chaff faced pottery. This
period (Middle and Late Chalcolithic) is generally referred to in northwestern Iran as Hasanlu
VIIL. In absolute chronological terms, according to radiocarbon samples from the two sites of
Dava Goz III and Kul Tepe VII and via relative chronological corroboration with other prehistoric

sites belonging to the same period, the site likely dates to 4500-4200 BCE.
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Fig. 2: sample of Middle Chalcolithic period pottery obtained from Yatag Tepesi (Mohammadi, 2018).
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Table 1: Middle Chalcolithic period potteries obtained from Yatag Tepesi (Authors, 2021).
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| 5 licmnes | ki s | Y5 Bylocts | i ocnsly odlas %o
.(yyaa ‘Olf..\.")lgd) stek.;.'idl:il:t ol &wsw 3)9.5 dhdlﬂm .Y (Jj'\-"
Table 2: Late Chalcolithic period potteries obtained from Yatag Tepesi (Authors, 2021).
lg Amglio
i 99 i gy ; > &9 B ylowds
oo gabgme | ot | J%d | TUF TR s | e | esbe | apel | T lwwge | iy,
e G0 | S Jlw sy
(38l 55 1)
oo losgd o s ,
%! e | w | S | e Lo ‘ . I VEAE |
Abedi,2014:120 obs) orbey = ;9) |
\ 3 Slogrd Sloged ) . Cawd PR "a \
o o ; K ’ i , \ VEAY |y
Abedi,2017:76 ‘ g | wige | T | o= 2
LS s s ‘
' S | 4| s d"fs sl | s AL; ’3 s ‘ . \ vany |y
Abedi2017:76 o ’ -
Do gl g1l
- Caw 58 J
>4 o 55 | s | Sl | G * e ' vame | f
o faad S| S| < e ;
0l 5 )l sl S
wavre
s
Ty
/ 3 d‘”}@; Sloged . Cawd ~
i i o .S o \ 25 nWy/E s
Abedi,2017:76 § Dl e | e | S oo | ¢ o ‘ /
by
soad ) Jys
s
. ERT4
, W] s | s | emss | Ll Tj S Lasgie ' / Wi | s
Ol 9 ke ’ 0
wavre
oo losgd o s
/ s | | R e | s e by | WL | v | v
Abedi,2017:76 oy e sl i)
| 9 S
] ] S Caw.
D) VI IS0 IRl oninll V% Bl IV e [ J v | A
Abedi,2014:123 e R ol I ‘
byl Ys¥ls
Caw. iy
I o o5 | o | wpeSls | LSt 2 ] Ve |
970 950 S| «® . O
S 5 ok Sl S '
YAy
S ()0 26
4 | Slogd Sloged Cawd 5
_ Sio & Sl | st ) o ' Ve[
Ol 5 )l Od9) o) sl S |
wavre
- =
. 9
\ ; . 5o . S ; .
Maziar,2010: “ »r7 e &5 g0 o e J st . / R "
189 3
| Caw i
‘ ‘ (‘ i | A | s | s | s | ST P ot ' | VYR |y
Abedi,2014:127 o S
l A {”y loged Sloged Cawd ey ]
o . Jio o = sl Laugs Ve |
Hejabri Nobari : i o s e 5 o }_,_) ¥ . /
etal,2012:114
— »
A T =12 2 T
Slieo 4J &35 ($3559 3 sy " S i ) \YIEE A\
Abedi,2014:127 o 2 by
¢ Caw,
’/ e | W | s | s | st | s ,L: | b D l vy | e
Abedi,2014:121 ’
g - - ~ Cawd S8
1 N 1 sl gt VYEA |
Abedi,2017:76 £ e e e < sl ) ” v \
Canw i -
'/ i | a8 | s | s | s | 5L _Lj ’ ‘“‘ s E 2 / Vv |
Abedi,2014:123 ’ J -
loged Caw. Hig
AR o e Rl RPE S R N Bt I | J | v |
Abedi,2014:129 o j J




9 a3l Lt sl (slesls (ululy lie cubis By puo bygd Juloo 5 anlllas ish Gt 5 U paryS

LOTRF (dee) (wdSBUL 5l odel casdds s/ Kod i pyguas
Fig. 4: Pot / Vat obtained from Yatagh Tepesi (Mohammadi, 2018).
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Fig. 5: mortar and pestle obtained from the bearing (Mohammadi, 2018).
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Table 3: Chronological Table of northwestern Iran and Moghan region (Authors, 2021).
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Table 4: Figurine obtained from the Yatag Tepesi and neighboring regions (Authors, 2021).
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Fig. 6: Bone tools obtained from Yatag Tepesi (Authors, 2021).
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Table 5: Samples of obsidian and flint stones obtained from the Yatag Tepesi and neighboring regions (Authors, 2021).
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