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Abstract

The surrounding environment of the region has a fluid and changing nature,
and thus the national security of each of the states in the Middle East
depends on understanding the dynamics and reliability of the regional
security environment. In recent years, especially after the Arab Spring, the
Middle East has seen rapid changes and emerging trends that have
influenced regional security, patterns of coalition building, and regional
security architecture. The speed, depth and scope of the transformation in the
security environment of the Middle East are to such an extent that
identifying the effective drivers and understanding the upcoming trends has
become one of the significant research topics in political and international
studies. Accordingly, the main objectives of the present study are to identify
and analyze national, regional, and international drivers of change within the
theoretical framework of Buzan's regional security complex (RSC), and find
appropriate answers to the following questions: a) What are the drivers of
transformation in the security environment of the Middle East; and b) How
do these developments influence the future of Iran's security?

Remarkable transformation is taking place at three national, regional and
international levels. Thus, in the research hypothesis, the authors postulate
that the drivers of change in the security environment of the Middle East
have a significant impact on Iran’s security. The drivers include the
fundamental forces which influence the security environment of the Middle
East, and in turn have implications for Iran's security. The drivers which
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influence regional and national security include the growth of unstable
governments, the multiplicity and severity of regional security challenges
which had been triggering dangerous competitions between adversaries and
rivals (e.g., the escalation of tension in Iran-Saudi relations), the success and
failures of coalition building in the Isracl-Arab axis with repercussions for
Iran's security policies and strategic stability, the redefinition of the roles and
interests of the Great Powers in the region which had been leading to the
intensification of their rivalries and changes in their military-security
doctrines. Trend analysis of qualitative data is used to identify and explain
key developments in the Middle East and to understand what the future will
look like for Iran’s security. Trends are gradual forces, factors or patterns
that cause changes in the desired phenomenon. Macro trends are important
and dominant trends that have significant impact on the transformation of the
phenomenon in question. Pishran refers to the major forces that shape the
future and consists of several processes that cause changes in the desired
phenomenon.

The authors organize their analyses and discussions in four parts. In the
first section, the research objectives, main concepts and research method are
described. In the second part, the concepts of regional security complex
(RSC), extraterritorial security environment and regional security are
explained. Moreover, they review recent work in security studies which
examine the question of how socio-economic and political developments
will ultimately affect regional and national security. The third part is
dedicated to explaining the national, regional and international drivers and
trends that have the ability to transform Iran's security environment. In the
final part, they discuss the transformation of the security environment,
particularly the transformation in the patterns of regional order and the
change in the patterns of confrontation and cooperation among regional
states. They also draw attention to the security threats arising from this
transformation that affect the security of the region. The findings of the
research indicate that the transformation of the regional security system with
its new order will lead to the intensification of security threats for Iran. The
results might be helpful for the policymakers who are enthusiastic about the
task of developing forward-looking strategies to confront the current and
future security threats.

Keywords: Iran, Middle East, Regional Order, Regional Security Complex,
Trend Analysis

Declaration of conflicting interests
The authors declared no potential conflicts of interest with respect to the
research, authorship, and/or publication of this article.

Funding
The authors received no financial support for the research, authorship, and/or
publication of this article.



234 Javadi Arjmand et al.

References ~

Ahmadi, Hamid. (2011) Bonyad hda-ye hoveiyat-e melli-ye Iran
(Foundations of Iran's National Identity). Tehran, Research Institute of
Cultural and Social Studies, Ch 2. [in Persian]

Ayub, Nazih. (1995) Over-Stating the Arab State: Politics and Society in the
Middle East. London: 1. B. Tauris.

Bell, Wendell. (2012) Mabani-ye Ayandeh pajohi: tarikhcheh, ahdaf, danesh
(Foundations of Futures Studies: History, Purposes, and Knowledge),
trans. Mustafa Tagavi and Mohsen Mohaghegh. Tehran: Defense
Science and Technology Future Research Center. [in Persian]

Blanchard, Christopher M. (2021, October 5) “Saudi Arabia: Background
and U.S. Relations,” Congressional Research Service, RL33533, 1-61.
Available at: https://sgp.fas.org/crs/mideast/RL33533.pdf (Accessed 24
June 2022).

Buzan, Barry, et al., eds. (1998) Security: A New Framework for Analysis.
London: Lynne Rienner.

Buzan, Barry; and Eli Weaver. (2015) Manategh va ghodrat’ha: sakhtar-e
amniyat-e bein’ol-mellal (Regions and Powers: The Structure of
International Security), trans. Rahman Kahramanpour. Tehran:
Research Institute of Strategic Studies, Ch. 3. [in Persian]

Ghiselli, Andrea. (2022, April 5) "Understanding China’s Relations with the
Middle East," East Asia Forum. Available at: https://www.
eastasiaforum.org/2022/04/05/understanding-chinas-relations-with-the-
middle-east (Accessed 2 February 2023).

Gordon, Adam. (2012) Fahm-e ayandeh (Understanding the Future), trans.
Tayyebeh Vaezi. Tehran: Strategic Studies Research Institute. [in
Persian]

Graham, David A. (2015, June 5) "Israel and Saudi Arabia: Togetherish at
Last?" The Atlantic. Available at: https://www.theatlantic.com/
international/archive/2015/06/israeli-saudi-relations/395015 (Accessed
24 June 2022).

Hinebusch, Raymond; and Anoushirvan Ehteshami. (2010) Siyasat-e
khareji-’i  keshvar'hda-ye khavar-e miyaneh (Foreign Policy of the
Middle East Countries), trans. Rahman Kahramanpour and Morteza
Masah. Tehran: Imam Sadegh University Press. [in Persian]

Jamshidi, Mohammad. (2014) "Tajdid-e tavazon: estrateji-ye kalan-e ayalat-
e motahedeh dar doreh-ye Obama (Rebalancing: US Grand Strategy in
the Obama Era)," Journal of Political Science 11, 3: 7-50. Available at:
http://www.ipsajournal.ir/article 293.html?lang=en [in Persian]

Khamenei, Seyed Ali. (2022) "Bayanat dar didar-e basijian (Statements in
the Basijian Meeting," farsi.khamenei.ir. Available at: https://farsi.
khamenei.ir/speech-content?id=47066 (Access 25 September 1402). [in
Persian]

Lake, David; and Patrick Morgan. (2015) Nazm'hd-ye mantagheh i-ye;
amniyati’sazi dar jahani novin (Regional Orders: Security in the New
World), trans. Seyed Jalal Dehghani Firouzabadi. Tehran: Strategic
Studies Research Institute. [in Persian]



Politics Quarterly, Journal of the Faculty of Law and Political Science, 53 (2) 2023 235

Migdal, Joel, S. (1988) Strong Societies and Weak States: State-Society
Relations and State Capabilities in the Third World. Princeton, NJ:
Princeton University Press.

Moini, Amin. (2016) "Bohran-e Qatar: zamineh’ha va chashm’andaz (Qatar
Crisis; Fields and Perspectives)," Report 299 Center for Strategic
Research. Available at: https://csr.ir/0000Aw [in Persian]

Moini, Amin; and Ibrahim Motaghi. (2021) "Hoveyat’garai va nazm-e
mantagheh’i-ye khavar-e miyaneh (Identism and Regional Order in the
Middle East)," Foreign Relations Quarterly 13, 4: 714-693. Available
at: http://frqjournal.csr.ir/article 146121.html [in Persian]

Prifti, Belder. (2017) Siyasat-e khareji-’i amrika dar khavar-e miyaneh
(American Foreign Policy in the Middle East), trans. Abdul Majid Saifi.
Tehran: Qomes. [in Persian]

Shanker, Thom; and Helene Cooper. (2014, February 23) "Pentagon Plans to
Shrink Army to Pre-World War II Level,” New York Times. Available
at: http://www.nytimes.com/2014/02/24/us/politics/pentagon-plans-to-
shrink-army-topre-world-war-ii-level.html (Accessed 24 June 2022).

This article is an open-access article distributed under the terms and
@ @ conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution (CC-BY) license.




