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Abstract

Mulla Sadra’s most famous reason to prove the substantial movement (al-
harakat al-juhariyyah) is the one that persists in the existence of a special
relation between the accident and the substance and is explained by such
expressions as the accident’s being subordinate (tabi Tyyah) to, caused by,
inseparable from, and an affair (sha'n) of the substance: since the accidents
are subordinate to the substance, so they must be subordinate to it in their
movement too. Thus, the substance moves a fortiori. Such proofs are
comprehensively evaluated and criticized in this paper. According to the
substantial rest critique, the accidental rest too is evidence of the substantial
rest and the substance must contradictorily be both moving and in rest. In
addition, since all material substances are not proved to actually move, the
universal substantial movements cannot be proved. In the not being causal
relation between the substance and the accident critique, the claim that
the accident and the accidental movement are effects, affairs and existence
manners of the substance is criticized by means of several proofs and
counterexamples. Again, the critique of the existence unity in the essence
and its accidents questions the movement of the substance existence to be
proved. In proving the substantial movement by means of the
subordination and of the relativeness of movement critique, it is shown
that Sadra has incorrectly generalized the rule that the correlatives are equal
counterparts (mutakafi’an). So, the difficulty of the coexistence of the
substance and the relation accident and the difficulty of the presence of one
unique thing in the essences of two different objects are appeared and such
strange things as the substantial redness is proved if this substantial
movement proof is correct.

Substantial Movement; Substance; Accident; Subordination, Affair (Sha n);
Causality.
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1. Introduction

The famous problem of the substantial movement according to Mulla Sadra is the fact that the gradual
and nonimmediate change, i.e. the very movement, also exists in the essence and substance of the
material things. His most famous reason to prove this movement is the one that persists in the existence of
a special relation between the accident and the substance. This relation is explained in his works and his
commentators by more or less similar expressions such as the accident’s being subordinate to, caused by,
inseparable from, and an affair of the substance. The summary of Sadra’s similar arguments to prove the
substantial movement is that the accidents are subordinate to the substance in their existence and in
their all aspects. Because, the accident is an affair (sha’n) and an appearance of the substance.
Therefore, the movement too must be subordinate to the existence of the substance. But if the
substance is fixed and static, the movement which is non—static cannot be subordinate to the existence
of the substance. Therefore, the substance too is moving and non-static. In short, since the accidents are
subordinate to the substance, so they must be subordinate to it in their movement too. Thus, the substance
moves a fortiori.

Although more than one hundred papers have been written about the substantial movement so far in
Persian, few of them have criticized it. Again, among these small numbers, only some of them have
mentioned these arguments. Therefore, this paper studies and criticizes these arguments
comprehensively.

The substantial rest critique says: If the accidental movement is evidence of the substantial
movement, the accidental rest too must, just in the same way, be evidence of the substantial rest.
Furthermore, if something has both an accident moving and an accident in rest, then the substance must
contradictorily be both moving and in rest. In addition, since — even in modern sciences — all of the
material substances are not proved to actually move, the universality of the substantial movement cannot
be proved: the substantial movement, even if proven, is only proven in some cases and not in all cases.

In the not being causal relationship between the substance and the accidents critique, we criticize
the claim that the accidents and the accidental movements are effects, affairs and existence manners of the
substance by means of several proofs and counterexamples. We show that such a claim does not have a
clear proof and also that an explicit reason that some have recently brought to prove it — and have said
that "the substance without the accident is impossible to realize; That is, a body that has no quantity,
no time, no place, and no other accidents" (Mu‘allimi, 2008: 396) — is not a solid proof. Because, the
specific time and the specific length, width and depth are not necessary for the natural substance, but
utmost the type of time and only the type of length, width and depth are necessary for it. The very
existence of these types, of course, does not change in the body to indicate the change of the
substance. In the following, we will show with various examples that at least some accidental
movements are not the effects of the substantial nature. For example, | pick up a book and put it
somewhere else. It was me who moved the book, not the nature of the book itself. For this reason, it
has become more and more difficult to prove the existence of an accidental movement that is raised
from the very natural substance itself and can prove the substantial movement. So, to prove the
universality of the substantial movement becomes increasingly problematic as well. Rather, on the basis
of new sciences, the existence of even one accidental movement which, according to Sadrian
philosophy, is only caused by the natural substance itself faces a challenge, and there is no clear
answer for it in this philosophy.

Again, the critique of the existence unity in the essence and its accidents questions the movement
of the substance existence to be proved: in the critique of the argument through the affairs and what
make the individuality, we examine the problem of unity in detail and show that the pure unity of
existence in the essence and its inseparable accidents cannot be accepted, let alone in the essence and
its separable accidents. Therefore, it cannot be said that, for example, an external human being does
have only a single existence, and the very single existence is the extension of properties such as
quantity, quality, time, etc. Even in a proposition like (a) "4 is even" — in which the predicate is an
inseparable accident from the subject — the realization of the pure unity of existence between the
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subject and the predicate is not acceptable. Because, on the one hand, since even is abstracted from
both (a) "4 is even™ and (b) "8 is even", then they both are of similar existence; On the other hand,
since 4 is abstracted from the one and 8 from the other, then they are of different existence. Therefore,
the existence of these two is contradictorily both similar and different. So, even if a kind of unity of
existence is accepted here, it is at most in the form of unity within plurality. For this reason, if the
existence of the accident changes, the change in the existence of the substance is not proven.

Sometimes in his argument, instead of saying that all of the accidents are subordinate to the
substance in the manner in which they exist (and the movement too is one of these accidents), Sadra
says that the very movement itself — because it is a relative meaning — is in such a way that it is
subordinate to its substance in the manner in which it exists: just as the existence and non—existence of
the relative things are subordinate to the existence and non—existence of the things to which they are
relative, the change and staticness of the relative things are also subordinate to the change and
staticness of the things to which they are relative. In proving the substantial movement by means of
the subordination and of the relativeness of movement critique, we show that Sadra has incorrectly
generalized the rule that the correlatives are equal counterparts (mutakafi'an) and reached unwarranted
conclusions. What can at most be obtained from this rule is that if the relation itself is potential/actual,
then the things to which it is relative are also potential/actual, but it is no longer the case that the
relation is, in all of its properties, subordinate to the things to which it is relative. If the relativity of the
movement can prove the substantial movement, the relativity of a description such as redness should
also be able to prove the substantial redness! But just as there is no substantial redness, perhaps there is
no substantial movement either. In the same way, we show that if the relation is absolutely subordinate
to the things to which it is relative, in other relations there will be insoluble difficulties; difficulties
such as the problem of the coexistence of the substance and the relation accident within the essence and
the difficulty of the presence of one unique thing in the essences of two different objects. For example,
suppose Zayd and Salma are actually each other's spouses. According to Sadrd’s generalization,
spouseness should be in the essence of Zayd and Zayd's essence should be both substance and relation
accident. In addition, the essence of Zayd must be the very essence of Salma! Because, we have seen
that spouseness should be in the essence of Zayd. In the same way, spouseness should be in the
essence of Salmé as well. So, one unigue thing must be in the essences of two different objects. But in
Sadrian philosophy this is not possible; Unless the two things to which spouseness is relative are also
in the essence of each other. This means that the essence of Zayd must be the very the essence of
Salma!
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