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This study explores the aesthetic manifestation of mono
no aware, a term in Japanese philosophy and thought, in
Japanese animation productions. This research explicates
whether this concept is present within Japanese animations,
and if so, in what manifestations. These issues are in the
heart of the present research. Understanding this Japanese
philosophical concept and examining its presence in Japanese
animations can contribute to a better comprehension of
the worldview that governs these animations. The primary
objective of this research is to explain the meaning of mono
no aware in philosophy and aesthetics, and then to analyze
the representation of this concept in Japanese animations.
The study also delves into how the dramatic effect and
manifestation of mono no aware are formed in Japanese
animation. In addition, this research investigates how this
concept manifests in the scene graphic and musical aspects
of the investigated works. Furthermore, the present study
examines the function of mono no aware in shaping the
characters of the animation's personages. The approach
used in this research is descriptive-analytical utilizing
library sources. The opinions of thinkers such as Motoori
Norinaga and Onishi Yoshinori are examined to explain the
main features of the mono no aware concept. Subsequently,
two animations, 7o the Forest of Firefly Lights and Wolf
Children, are analyzed using a semiotic approach. Images
from these scenes are incorporated into the research for better
clarification. The research findings are presented in two charts
depicting the manifestation of the concept in each examined
work. Despite the qualitative nature of this research, charts
are included to illustrate a relative comparison between the
two animations. These charts display the obtained scales of
examined parts, including characterization, dramatic effect,
scene graphic, and music. The research results indicate that
in both animations, mono no aware is present to varying

degrees, with a predominant manifestation in characterization
and scene graphic, respectively. It is also evident, to some
extent, in dramatic effect and music. The influence of
narrative on all these aspects is crucial for obtaining these
results. A significant secondary finding suggests that
mono no aware is sometimes manifested in metaphors and
legends within Japanese animation stories, such as Gin's
fading in 7o the Forest of Firefly Lights or the death of the
werewolf in Wolf" Children. Sometimes manifestation of
mono no aware is in the verbal literature and the behavior
of the characters. Furthermore, according to the research
findings, it has a fundamental role in the dramatization
of a number of Japanese animations. These aspects not
only provide a new perspective for the audience but also
contribute to enriching and added layers of the narrative.
Thus, it is apparent that mono no aware can be manifested
in Japanese animation, whether subtly or profoundly, over
short or extended durations. Understanding the concept
of mono no aware proves valuable for comprehending the
stories of Japanese animations and the art and culture of that
region. Consequently, an enhanced realization of Japanese
philosophy leads to a deeper understanding of the meaning of
Japanese animations, suggesting a connection between mono
no aware and Japanese animations.
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