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Article Info Abstract

Ta’arof has a special place in the Iranian culture and its linguistic repesentations are
Article Type: various and considerable. Since Ta’arof expressions are used in interactive contexts
Research Article by native speakers of Persian, it is expected that the intonation patterns of these

expressions be affected by discourse factors and vary as a function of context. The
present study adopts Brazil’s (1975, 1978, 1997) and Brazil et al.’s (1980) approach

Article History: to intonation with the main purpose of investigating the intonation patterns of

Ta’arofs in Persian. The distinguishing feature of Brazil’s approach to intonation is
Received: its focus on the effect of discoursal context on intonation patterns each with a
4, February, 2023 meaning of its own. In his approach, “meaning” does not refer to attitudes such as

“surprised” or “expectant”, nor to grammatical meanings such as “interrogative” or
“declarative”. Rather, it refers to the interactive role of intonation i.e., constant
evaluation of discourse by the speaker and choosing the appropriate intonation

In Revised Form: . L : . .
pattern to achieve coherence and cohesion in discourse. To this end, the intonation

4, April, 2023 features of tone and the prominence level of the onset (key) and tonic (termination)
syllables were annotated and analyzed using the Praat software in 29 Ta’arof
expressions in the Iranian series Hayula. Results showed that the dominent tone in

Accepted: these expressions is level or fall. Keys were mostly mid or high, while terminations

3, June, 2023 were mostly mid. Considering the fact that intonation patterns of each Ta’arof
expression depends on its situational and discoursal context, the Taarof
expression ‘Gorbunet beram ‘(lit.) may I be sacrificed for you’ with 4 different
representations was chosen and analysed as one of the most frequent Ta’arof

Published Onlin: expression in the corpus of this study. Results showed that Ta’arof expressions

21, September, 2023 although fixed lexically and syntactically, show different intonation patterns due to
the influence of social norms such as politeness, power relations, the prediction of
listener’s judgment, and listener’s agreement expectation.
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1.Introduction

When we speak, we communicate linguistic and pragmatic meanings through pitch changes known as
intonation. It is through intonation that we can express our attitudes and emotions of pleasure, anger,
and surprise, identify grammatical structures, show what information is new and what is already
known, and how sequences of clauses and sentences go together in spoken discourse to contrast or
cohere. It also helps us to organize speech into units for better percieving, memorizing, and
performing and use it as a marker of personal or social identity (Wells, 2006: 11-12). Speech
intonation is sensitive to sociopragmatic factors such as power, social distance, or situational factors
like physical distance or persistence. Borras-Comes et al (2015) call these functions the vocative
features of intonation which are addressee-oriented and are applied in many speech acts including
greetings, commands, or requests (parrott, 2010). Politeness, as one of the features of conversation, is
a necessity for creating and maintaining social relations (lee et al. 2022). One of the manifestations of
ritual politeness in lIranian culture is Ta’arof that is almost observable in all daily interactions
(Koutlaki, 2002) and is of great importance in Iranian cultural and inter-cultural relationships (lzadi,
2017). Ta’arof expressions, like any other types of expressions, has linguistic as well as paralinguistic
aspects (Alirezaei, 2017). This paper investigates the intonation patterns of 7a’arofs as part of the
discourse and pragmatic functions of intonation in Persian.

2.Literature Review

The most important question in studies on politeness and its prosodic features is whether the
considerations of politeness such as social differences, power, and imposition and so on,
systematically influence the modification and adjustment of the phonetic form of speech (Vergis and
Pell, 2018). Arguedas and Marco (2014) remark that phonetic features are used either as a supportive
element along with other morpho-syntactic qualities or on their own and in the absence of any other
linguistic indicators to transfer politeness. In other words, for listener, it is difficult to determin the
true communicative value of speech without the help of suprasegmental elements. According to some
studies, high rate of speech can be an indication of anger and impoliteness and low rate can indicate
politeness. Delongova (2013) summarizes the signs of politeness as follows: a) unmarked intonation
contours in contrast to marked intonation contours; b) rising tone for giving suggestion, rising or
falling-rising for requesting in contrast to falling tone; c) falling-rising tone for correction in contrast
to falling tone; d) rising terminal for tag questions in contrast to falling tone; e) rising tone for
commands in contrast to falling tone, and f) rising fundamental frequency in contrast to falling
fundamental frequency. According to Astruc and Vanrell (2016) in yes/no questions in speech acts of
suggestion and request, native speakers are willing to use a combination of different morpho-syntactic
elements and special intonation patterns while elementary learners rely more on intonation. Vergis and
Pell (2018) also suggest that although the effect of linguistic prosodic and non-prosodic variables on
perceiving politeness is considerable, prosodic features are more influential. Winter et al. (2021) also
show that respect and politeness are linked with high tone in Korean and Japanese social relations and
in indirect polite requests in Canadian native speakers while low tone is used for direct requests.
3.Methodology

In order to investigate the intonation patterns of Ta’arof expressions, data were collected from a
Persian series called Hayula and were analyzed following Brazil (1997) and Brazil et al.’s (1980)
approach to discourse intonation.

4.Results

Investigating the intonation patterns of expressions of Ta’arof in Persian following Brazil (1997)
showed that these expressions mainly demonstrate level or falling tones. Data analysis on key and
termination also showed high and mid key and mid termination in most cases. These pitch levels are
related to contrast, prediction of listener’s judgement and expectation of listener’s agreement.
Linguistic Ta 'arofs take different intonation patterns in different situations and in relation to different
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participants in discourse, as their functional role is in solving problems and removing obstacles in
discourse.
5.Conclusions
Although Ta’arof expressions are relatively fixed lexically and syntactically, they demonstrate
different intonation patterns based on the discourse context and social norms of the Iranian society.
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