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Vicarious victim refers to any person who, as a result of seeing, hearing,
or being exposed to the news of a crime, suffers mental, psychological,
and other injuries that affect the life of such a person. Until today, there
has always been talk about the direct victims of crimes and legal
protection strategies for them in the laws. Unaware that vicarious
victims also need attention from various institutions and the criminal
justice system; Because this type of victimization, like direct
victimization, is associated with negative effects, and neglecting them
and not trying to reduce the negative effects of this type of victimization
will be detrimental to the penal system.

This article seeks to answer the question of how to provide
comprehensive support to vicarious victims in Iran's criminal system,
just like direct victims. According to the nature of the subject and the
desired goals, the present research is qualitative in terms of type and
descriptive and analytical in terms of method.

The results show that vicarious victimization has not been properly
considered in Iran's criminal system. In order to eliminate the existing
gaps in the field of protection of vicarious victims and to try to
minimize the risks and complications of this matter, criminological
solutions, both therapeutic-supportive and preventive, as well as legal
solutions, i.e., passing the law, can be used. Also, various individual and
social efforts as well as the efforts of the criminal justice system should
target not only the people who are personally victimized, but also those
who witness being victimized in their communities. For individuals who
experience victimization vicariously, helping to build positive social
support networks and enhancing self-esteem may prevent delinquency
in general and violent delinquency in particular, as well as reduce the
risk of other negative outcomes.
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