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Abstract 
The Era of Ardashir (Ahd-e Ardashīr), is attributed to Ardashir, the founder 
of the ancient Sasanian Empire (224-651 A.D.) and is a historical text on 
how to govern considering the principle of expediency in this dynasty. The 
importance of Ardashir's Testament is that it presents Ardashir's ideas on 
statecraft and policy based on his experience in governance. This work gave 
political advice to the Sasanian Shāhanshāh (King of Kings) as the supreme 
royal authority on acquiring, maintaining, and consolidating power. In his 
writing, Ardashir proposed the appropriate use of various instruments—
including realistic wisdom, coercive power, job creation, religion, and 
Farrah-e īzadi (mystical divine force)—which had the attribute of 
infrastructure (the base) and superstructure (e.g., politics, laws, civil society) 
in governmentality. He intended to teach his successors of the Sasanian 
empire and the future generation of Persian rulers when and how to use force 
as an instrument or use religion as the ideological superstructure of the 
government. Ardashir presented his views about specific infrastructure and 
superstructure instruments of governance and drew attention to the 
proportional use of these instruments in different situations with which a 
ruler is confronted. This writing depicted a collection of ancient Persian 
maxims, and Iranian political wisdom which subsequently influenced 
Islamic political though. More significant was the edict that ideology and. 
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religion could be useful in running the kingdom, because of the unity of 
religion and state as illustrated by the claim that “king's authority is guarding 
religion, and religion is the foundation of king's authority”.  

The main research question to be answered is, “what is the nature of the 
relationship between the ideological superstructure (such as religion, justice, 
Farrah-e īzadi) and the infrastructure (foundation) of governance (e.g., the 
use of force and bureaucracy) in Ahd-e Ardashir?” In the hypothesis, the 
authors argue that there is a continuous and organic relationship between the 
infrastructure and the superstructure of Ardashir’s political system, as 
described in Ahd-e Ardashir. Using the framework of Althusser's theory of 
ideology and ideological state apparatuses, the organic relationship between 
the superstructure and the infrastructure of governance is analyzed. The 
argument will be articulated by drawing from the literature that exists on 
Ardashir's edicts of governance and his views on issues such as establishing 
a central power with an organized bureaucratic system, consolidating power 
in his domain, relations with the outside world during the reign of Ardashir. 
In Althusser’s view, religion as an ideological superstructure of a political 
system can be reflected in private and public spheres. What emerges from 
the content of Ahd-e Ardashīr is that religion can flow into the society 
mainly through the public channel—i.e., the public institutions related to the 
government. The relationship between Althusser's infrastructure and the 
state repression apparatus can also be seen in Ahd-e Ardashīr. In this paper, 
the infrastructure and superstructure of governance are first discussed and 
then connection between the two are examined. In conformity with 
Althusser's arguments, it is shown that ideological superstructure helped 
maintain the power of the state during the reign of Ardashir. 
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<�4�	 }�N� )1348 (?	 #�'Y ��6<�D 54 *��G�	 �   #>#* `/�0� &" "&�%  )� 
"&	�� 
G�	 #�S	"�� .�	 �* &�R"�D�/?& �	 77
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�� �*��)*  D7�� ?	 	6C �J	 &" diP 
G�	 �P �* �"�M��	 ?	 2 % �E� 7?6�5*� � �5*�& 7(�����R `�	�S  Y6  7?	  )� 
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#* 8MPc� �gP�c � �*&� � 5> .	6C &��
�� C'^��)*  D7�� ?	 ���N% ��*�% #*  )� 
"&	�� 
&" H��>  �	6#! ���� �	6<	� (<����* *# �"�c _�� �&6"��P��M�% � #> ��VP	 �>(�" �	& P��M�% �
	& ?	 �J	  �� '�	 � %i�	 �&"� `� #�:�D G�	  .&" 	6C�J	  ?	 `V* �/�6 ?	 �gN%  )� 


"&	��� H��> `� #�MD #> �* �&6"�� �E� 7	6C #���% K��5P 	""&( �"�M��	 � 
 
G�	)Ahmadvand and Eslami,2017( . 

%i�	 �)1399 (&"#���%  	7 �* <	�5� »��N%�( 0P	���	 7�5�P e� 7�/� G���Y&�S � 
	6�)!�	�7« #* �gP�c ��N% �� �/&	U*	 7�'� �� <�5:� G���Y&�S � 	6�)!�	� 7#�S	"�� 

G�	 .��6� 54 &" 	6C �J	 &" &�5> ��G�� *�| �� %i�	�( #*� � 7U6& 5*�<� ��G�� Y&�S �
	6�)!�	�#�S	"�� 7 #> &" _�� "�S ]��U '/	�G G�	 .	6C &��
�� ?	 S�* �/�M%�Z "�Y�% &" 
	6C #���%  5��%��:   	7"U6 � ...7	�* ��P6G ���N% ��*�% #* ?6�5*� � �5*�& &"G%���   5%7 

 )� 
"&	��G�	 #�:�D ��)* )Eslami,2020( .�Y& �6)1375 (� �5�6G) 1377 (#* P�P�K &" 
&�JR 7�* <	�5� 2�gP  �	6#! ���� ���
 ���*<� � �/"�)� � �	 #!6 7�/ ���� �&" 	6<	� � 

�i�	 #* �!P6F  ��& �> �	 �#!6� ���� � �/"�)� 7	6<	� <����*#�S	"��   �	 .	6C &��
�� �* 
	#�56	 C6&�JR ( #*  &�p��4%�Z #* _�^�%G%���   5%7 &"  )� 
"&	�� "�&� ��	 �"���   �	( ?	 

S�* �?	 /�M%�Z�� #6 7	 "�Y�% <R &" 5��%  ��E� �S6&��!#* 7  &�E5%��P6G ���N% %�)M% �
��*�% #*  )� 
"&	�� �"�M��	G�	 �"�> )Rajaei,1996  Enayat,1998;( .  

�N�$% �6)1399 (��U &" *��> ��* <	�5� �)
 ?6�N 7<�pi:	 ��)
 7&�6��%&R � &" 	6<	� 
<����* #* @�p ���N% �	 #!6 7	 	6<	� <����*  5��% R�6C �)
6&� 7	6	�(< G'�� � (G%��� 

G!P&? � <�/�
 !5%�V/ �#�S	"�� G�	 .5u'/C� �&�* �Qi%�[P ;5/�: �	6�	��<� � �/�*�* 
<�U:	 �* /�M%�Z �	 #!6 	7 #>  �	 �"�> ��&�*( ?	� �D06 7�/ #�4Y�* 	6C �J	 G�	 .&��
�� 
�^�� ��U ?	 S�* �/�M%�Z  �	6;!	 �C6 H��> #> ��*�% #* #A*	& %�<� "6C � ��"G (G�	 

#�:�D ��)*( 	#B�D &" ��6� ("&	�% /	& ��'�%6U ?	 	6C �J	 	& ���"�' G�	)Mojtabai,2020(. 

<��>) 1389 (��U &" !V* �?	 H��> "�S �* <	�5� &�P6m  �	6#! ���� �&" �i�	 #* @�p 
O��N% �&"�&�*#%��?& �	   �/)8�#g� y��'�	 �/ (%� "?	"�� .�	 �*6 &�R"� 7	6C #> #��� ������<� &" 

	6<	� <����* �* #6�� 2 �  � "	" c'�% �  �"�>( #* #��D 	 7 #> 	6C �%	 #* 	?6` ~��& � �	"�*R �
��U 6&�� ���& 7( #* ��^�% �#*�!%�/?& �	 7  )� 
"&	��G�	 #�S	"�� )Crone,2010( . 

<�U:	 �* 	�)56( &�JR 7��U #* <�*? �;�	�4 ���U �!�5% � 
G�	   % #>�  �	�P "& ���	& 7
_�^�% �E�"&�% ) )� 
"&	�� (#*  #�:�D &�>"�
 .#*  �6�6&" (#��'� &�p&" d�J	 �* <	�5� 	6<	� 

������ :`6	 �� � ���� 6e &�P	�s%	7( C'^ @�
 Qa�gP �&�" ����� �� ��� <"�* ?	 

"&	�� <��*�* �* 	6C &��*G�	    #>	�* 7C�S	"�� #* c]�4% <& % 	6<	� ?��%	 ��(U �Y&_ #* 



  

29                                                                                         ����� �������( &�" �53 �&�'
 (1 ( &�)*1402       

&�P	�s%	 7����� ��% �	�� 7�/ <R &��^ 7G�	 (Daryaee, 2009) .�
&��6�[�  ��U &" 
*��> � �&�*&"�8� ������<�  #* ��&�*_�^�% 	�B �6#N�| H	��	 �* &�P	�s%	 7 5'P& 9 

����� �#�S	"�� G�	. ?	 �E� �	 c%	�� � 2	�? �S	" �?	o&U*  �PC6 a"6c 
����: �������<� 
G�	 �"�* . 5B�/ 	6C #�
�� #* ^�P�F �&�*&"  )� 
"&	�� #�S	"�s�( ��� /�DR �?	 a"6c 


����: �������(<� <R Z/% �J	�� #> ��*�% #* 
"&	�� (G�	 U]�� '/	�GG�	  .#*  ��8S
	#�56 �* _ip	 ?	 2	�? ������<�% � <	�P #* �* �)Y�P #*�/?& �	 7 
"&	�� &" �%	 

G%���  5%7 ?	 �� 7<	&	UD&�> 	6C #�4�� *���!� �"�*  (Pourshariati, 2008).  
  
3 .������ ���� :������ � ����� �� �� �	� �!"#$%  

?	 ��;� (�����R &��S�� �/ #[%�Y#*   <	�5�?6�5*�#*  � �&�R"�Y� �5*�&G� (Althuser, 1970: 

92). Z)% �PC6O'P c� �6�/ #> �&�*&" #A*	& ?6�5*� � �5*�& &" 4>&�%�Z4 <	�5� (� 
 Q&�N� 
G�	 ?	 O'P�c H�P?�*6 �[P C�� �D 55> #N��$�6( O'P�c "6������6 ��[P C�� �D 55> #N��Y�" � 

O'P�c �>�G6 �[P C� �D 55>#'/   #N��Y) �		� &	�( ) Bashiriyah,2001:284-285(.  �*�� #6 
��P �*�P?�*6 �� #N��$�6 ?	 #A*	& ?6�5*� � (�5*�& h*	�& ��P� ) "�8�9	 (N4�G #* ��G�� � 

	6\���]  7?	 ��g� ���G ���	6G  �&	" .h*	�& ?6�5*� �6(G��" h*	�&��P  � � #> Q& 9 
���" �2�8g% G��)�R .4MP�� #N��Y�"6 � "6������ �O'P�c ?6�5*� � �5*�& ��U �4V��C &�* 

h��P q�;�	 @�A%  
 .&" 	6C G
	"�* ?6�5*� � �5*�& 	U$% � 	&	" 7h*	�& Y&�S �GN4� 
*#6  �6�; ��P% ��  ("�
�* 	6C #> Q��MP �5*�& 	&	" 7`�� &�P6V ��[P C�� � 55> 7	 G�	 .#* 

�E� q�;�	 %�<� "�8�9	 � 	6\���] 7(#A*	&  	7 c*���%6 � "6������ �"�Y� "&	" .#TiS	 #�56 
�5*�& �* ?6�5*�J�P �� ("&	" #>  5B�/ ?6�5*� y�g% �T	 �&" &�P6m G�	 .&" S�* �("&	�% 

q>&�% 	�* 7?6�5*� � �5*�& ?	 O'P�c ��D&	�Z4) [PC�� �D 55>#'/  #N��Y ( #�:�D ��)*� #[%�Y 	& 
#*   5��%�>���	 �	 �  &	���PG�	 �"�> � .&" 	6C #5�%? ?6�5*� � (�5*�& 	UY	 	U$% �  Y	� h*	�& 
*���� ���G4 � �)5P#*   Q&�T]UY �?	6 e c>  �	� c'�% �  5> .�����R ��U &" 	6C 

��8S �4'/ �* �E�6# (��� O'P�c c>�	 �	   &	�	& �* O'P�c ?6�5*� � �5*�& &" 2��
	 
<�D���D <R Y�P�F% �  /" �% �  
�> �P &" <�&" 	6C O'P�(c 4MP�� 7|�%�P"��5��4 ��&�*&" 

���	6G �85� "�8�9	 7#* G�"  /" )Bashiriyah,2001:277-306 .(  
	6C ��;� �����R �* 4MP��/� 7�9		�D"�8 � %UY �q>&�% � <	&	 :�p 	�;!5> 7<R 
Q��MP "&	" � �* 	6C �E�6# %� <	�P �&�" �/ � <	��M�%  96' �	& ��U �&�* �"�>( #>	�B �85� 

[P��C D 55> �#* Q�N��5% ;5/�:�( N/I% ��  �	6#! 	 7��U �&�
	 "&	" .�����R %�<� Q& 9 
G��" � ��;��" G��" �'P6U c]�9% � "�
 .��;��" G��" �E�"&�% �	 D�*&"�� �� (`P&	 ���(q 
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(��D"	" <	 �? � ...G�	   #>'/�#! &" K��9 2��
	 :�U6� ���U c'�'� �  5> (Althusser, 

1970: 102) .B7U� #> �����R �* �E�6# 4>&�%��4 �G��" �"�U:	#��D �  	7 &�R�� 7(G�	 
>�P � �*��;��"  �/7 	6\���] 6e G��" G�	 .?	 �E� �7(�" ��;� �/7	 e6\���] 6 G��" �* 

��;��" H�>�� G��"  5��% (`P&	 ���(q ��D"	" � <	 �? 6� ��� 5�4 .��;��" �/7 
	6\���] 6e G��"Q&�N�    �	?	 "	" N/I%�( 
?�%R�( 9��� �� ��9�6( ���� �� 

;5/�:�)Althusser, 2017: 337( .�����R �*	 C6 &��* G�	 #>G��"   �/&"�9 #* LM� 
Q&�E� *� <	�P ��P?�*�  _�^�%  �6�/ 5�4/ #> ( � ��[%G�[9�%  �)�R &" &��S�� ��'�Y	 �

Np�[ �G�	 (Lewis, 2022). ?	 ��;� (�	 	6\���]  7&	U*	G�	 7  #* #> ��#�� <R �* g%�h 
��<�%	� ��NP&	 &	�9�*% � Z�5>  )Gorgin Paveh,2018:23( � <� * c��P #* G��!S #* 

��;��" �/7 ���" �	6�] \��6� �Q ��% �  !V*)Payne,2009:72.( #* &��* (�����R 
	6\���]  7	&'� � <	�P �* "�5��	 #* c�� "�8�9	 7^�P�F "	"(G�� #>	�B  �/7 "�% 7#* c�
 

H�� #* D �? �<�4�	 "&	�'� � "�
( #��* ?	 �	& �/"�'� &" �S	�&� <�4�	 &	�9 
%�  ���D)Knoblauch,2011:335 .(?	 "6  (�	 	6��] \� 7&" W%	�Y <& %  5��% /�;��"� 

G�	 )Bashiriyah,2001:336 .( #> <�4�	 	& #* 4%�� 7G6	 / %�  5> �P'gP c� �/ 	& 
Is*"�6 � &�p 7&��:&  5> #>	 7\���] 6% �  /	�S)Knoblauch,2011:336.(  

  
2� Y 1 ./�M%�(Z &�[P6{ � �/"�'� &" �&6"�� �E� 7�����R  
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�5*�& ����!�/
�: %�E� �?	 #> G��/&��* G��" 
#* ��#�� <R #A�� "�S 	& <� * "�*&�> &�? � 
�* �^&6G "	�:	 G%��� � ��
 2�'�	 
%�  5>. 

�>��/�4-  Y�4%- }&	 % ���" �%�'� �� 
T�8S�- *"	�Q�- �5/- d?&� 

?6�5*� ����0� :5�N% ��* 
��� ��P� G�	    #>&" 
�&�"�%�� #6 7&	"(G)Y   � 5/"#* �/&	"�> 7

�����-9��� �� 	6\���] 6� �G�	.  
����� : �85�&�g% 7&"'8P Z� 7��D 7�/ 
��#6 7	 W%	�Y #* &�'
 %� 6R(  #*
 ���  7	 #> 
	6C �?�� #* "6�;GS��   �/G)Y% �  /" . 

G)Y  � 5/"#* G��" � &��:�* ��'�Y	 �� 
P��Np �&" �&�" <& % ��P% ��  
 .  

  
~NA5% �* �&�" ��!<& %�#*   <	�5��85� 

?6�5*� �6� h�4% "	 '�9% �  
 . 

[P�C !V*� *��;�� #� _�� #A*	& [P�C !V* �#N��$�6( 
#N��Y�"6 � "6������ ��#'/  6 #N��Y��	 �	   &	�

G�	 . 

#A*	& #N��$�6 /G��" 4>&�%��4 �E�"&�% �
q>&�% .  

#A*	& "6������� /��D 6"  q�;�	  
#A*	&�	 �	  &	� /��D 6"  R����� 

#A*	& �	 �	 &	� "�8�9	 - ��G�� – 	6\���]  7 /�%�G ��NP&	#�   #��D"�8�9	 - ��G��- 
	6\���]  7�* K4��&�"  �/7 &�P6V �?	 
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��� h�4% <"�*6 � �?	 	6C #� (�85� 
Q��M�% G�	 . 

WN5% : <�D �&�;�  
  

4 .�������� �� �'�( )� � ��*�� �+, -�� ��  

"<	�6 7&a�� � ��E� &	"	 77	�* GS�� '>���(G 2�'�	 ��4%�Z Q& 9 � ��9 ��/�9 (`P&	 
��E� �S6&��! 7� 2"�[P P��Np�( 	6"�$ cX
#*   <	�5�&�> �6�0 G%��� � ���!%�G 
&�>	 % 7(<	�'�� #Y�P #*Q&��^  �/7 "�8�9	 7� c�� d�[% �#*  D&�>7�� "�S 

W9	� 	�D#��6 ?	 #�'Y o&U* �P6C �/&�>�?�� 7�;*�>�� G��" &" �?�� ?6�5*� &"  )� 
"&	�� 
#* &�'
 %�  56R #> #* �)�R ��"#�S	  /	�S  
.  
   
4 .1 .�. "� ��/�! � 0��� � �  �� �� 12�! '3�(�1  

#* &��* 
"&	�(� ��
"�� &" }�& ��E�" <	�6 7&a�� &	�9 "&	" .<�Y � 2�% �"�% &" G�" G��	 
� �	 �)5P 4>G�	 �  % #>�  �	�P �i�	 x5Y � F�T > 5)  Khorramshad and 

Eslami,2013:10.( <�U:	 �* 	6(C 
"&	�� &" �g* ?	" <	�6 7&a��#*  6 <	�5�� �?	 
?6�/�5*� 7hNP�% �*� GS�� ����[P C� `V*(<R  �E�"&�% #> #��D�����RG�	 (#*�B&�B  �/7 

P&�E� ���4g%�� �	&	�* 7 <R &" K��9 &�>�?���P&�E� }���Y  &�'D7 ��VP	% �  5> .	� 
��)* D7�� ?	 ��Z�4 ���5>}���Y � &�'D7 	&#*   <	�5�?6�5*� �Jn% 7c8�% #* GS�� h�4% 

��(G�� 7	�* /�DR �?	 ����> 7�/G%���  &	"7 &��^% 7�  �	" .»�	 *�  �/ 4> �?	 �'
 
 /	�V* &��:& 7	&	" "�
 #> �"�% �	 	& ��4*6( 5 ...5B�C 4> ��*6 �S �* C�!6 ������Y �
"&�'D «	6C P* �� 
"&	�� 7	�* @iT	 ��Z�4 &	"	 7Q&�T% � ("��D ?6	� �D	" <	�6 7&a�� 

&�>	 % 7"�Y� #�
	" ( 
�* 4*�&� 7?	 Qi�!% &" �?�� �/�5*�& �6 5��% �/&��* � ���6  
�"�% ��U  �6  %R  /	�V�  .  

&" &��S��" <	�6 7&a��  )� ������( r	�
	 "6�; <R Q& 9 ���� ��N9 �	&  5�
	 � � 
�6c 6e &��S��" <	�6 &a�� U>�'�% W9	�  � 
 .	?	C6 �& �6D0 �#�4Y�* ������<� ?	 �E� 
"<	�6 7&a��( �P�# ��
"�� �* <����/" � �N$� 7#Y&" ��" &" �/����& 

"�*)Enayat,1998:64(. 

<�4'/ �* 	6C (�&�" r	�
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