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In the religion of Ancient Elamites, various gods were worshiped. One of the
most important gods was Inshushinak. Despite the importance of Inshushinak in
the history of Elam, his name does not appear in Persepolis Fortification Tablets
in the Achaemenid period; therefore, the purpose of this research is to study the
reasons of this absence. By examining the process of Inshushinak worshiping in
the history of Ancient Elam and Early Achaemenid period, and also through
desk study of inscriptions and examining new researches from other researchers,
we can conclude that Inshushinak worshiping in different periods had a direct
relationship with the political position of Susa in Elam at the same time. By
considering all the evidence and research, five possible hypotheses were formed,
including the quantity of existing texts, limited area covered by fortification
texts, weak settlement of Susa in the Achaemenid period, interference of
Achaemenid government in Elamite rituals and the merging of Inshushinak with
the Iranian gods. Finally, by examining the above cases, it was concluded that
the absence of Inshushinak in the Achaemenid period is due to a set of reasons
including limitation of texts, lack of urban and religious prosperity of Susa and
perhaps the Achaemenids' intolerance for the god Inshushinak. The last reason
was either due to the revolt of the Elamites in Khuzestan plain during the first
years of Darius’ reign or Inshushinak’s contradiction to some of their beliefs,
every single factor could have had a significant role, either by itself or in
combination with each other, for creating such a religious situation in the
Achaemenid period.
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The Elamites (Hatamtip/Hatamtup in Elamite) were an ancient population who lived in
southwestern and southern parts of Iran and ruled, intermittently, over all or part of these areas
from about the third millennium BC to the Parthian period (Potts, 2016: 13-26). The Ancient
Elamites were ethnically and culturally unique and no definite relatives have been found for
their language yet (Tavernier, 2018: 416). Religiously, these people had special mythological
aspects which, of course, were influenced in many cases by Mesopotamian culture (Sumerian
and Akkadian). One of these gods was Inshushinak, the great god of Susa; This Elamite deity
was worshiped along with other deities such as Napirish, Humban, Pinikir, Mashti, Shimut, etc.
throughout the history of Elam, and various Elamite kings had built temples for him, or had
mentioned him in inscriptions and monuments, in various regions in the territory of Elam
(Matthews & Fazeli Nashli, 2022: 354, 357, 361, 374-375, 378, 382; Saraf, 2012: 52-73; Vallat,
1998; Figure 1-5).

With the fall of the Elamites and the rise of the Achaemenids in the southern and
southwestern regions of Iran, the name of Inshushinak was scrubbed from the texts of this
period, and it seems that for some reason he stopped being worshipped. Two other scholars who
have also commented on this absence are Heidemarie Koch (Koch, 2003: 42) and Wouter
Henkelman (Henkelman, 2013: 110-109). Koch considered the political failures of the Elamites
and the domination of foreigners in this period, and Henkelman considered the lack of textual
evidence from the Khuzestan plain as the reason for this absence.

In order to understand the reason of this absence and what had resulted to this, it is
necessary to draw a view for the antecedent of Inshushinak worshiping in the history of Elam;
by studying important documents including royal inscriptions, administrative inscriptions and
new researches conducted on various aspects of the Elamite religion; we can understand that the
worshiping of Inshushinak has been common for a period of about two thousand years, from the
middle of the third millennium BC to the middle of the first millennium BC. Inshushinak was
the great god of the city of Susa. His name probably has a Sumerian root, meaning "lord of
Susa" (Zadok, 1984: 16; Sahala, unpublished: 4; Valltat, 1998; Koch, 2003: 41), and the most
plausible assumption is that the naming of this god goes back to the Susa Il period (Steinkeller,
1993: 111 mentioned in Potts, 2016: 99), when the Sumerians resided in Susa. We can conclude
that the worshiping of Inshushinak has been directly related to the political position of Susa in
the land of Elam. In the Middle Elamite period, when Susa was the capital of the powerful
Elamite kings, Inshushinak was also worshiped throughout Elam, and in the Neo Elamite
period, when the importance of Susa was diminished, Inshushinak also lost its importance
(Saraf, 2012: 70-71; Hinz, 2010: 55; Majidzadeh, 2007: 58). Then, in light of the aforesaid
views, as well as other political events and the available archaeological evidence, we’ve put
forward five hypotheses to justify the absence of Inshushinak in the Persepolis Fortification
Texts:
1.Quantity of existing texts
2.Limited area covered by fortification texts
3.Weak settlement of Susa in the Achaemenid period
4.Interference of the Achaemenid government in Elamite rituals
5.The merging of Inshushinak with the Iranian gods

Of these, the fifth hypothesis, "merging with the the Iranian gods™ was rejected and the other
four hypotheses remained, two of which (1,2) are related to the limitation of the accessible
evidence, one (3) to the conditions of the city of Susa (main center of worshiping Inshushinak)
in the Achaemenid period and finally, the last (4) to political events.

It seems that the most fundamental reason for the absence of Inshushinak's name in
Fortification Texts is the geographical limitation and quantity of these documents. We can only
access an archive of probably only five percent of all of Persepolis tablets (Henkelman, 2013:
131-135), and as Henkelmann (ibid: 110-109) points out, this archive mostly covers the
administrative area of the land of Persia, and given that the worshiping of Inshushinak in the
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Neo Elamite period and later, in the early Achaemenid period is limited to the city of Susa and
perhaps the plain of Khuzestan, it is acceptable that we don’t see its name in Persepolis Texts;
And also, although Susa was one of the most important capitals of the Achaemenid kings at that
time, according to archeological excavations, the city has been almost devoid of any urban
structures and buildings since the time of Darius, except for the royal palaces; Apart from this,
there is still no evidence of the construction of temples in Achaemenid Susa by the kings of this
dynasty and the Acropole mound, even though in the last periods it housed the city's most
important temples whom Inshushinak was known as its master, it had lost its religious use and
only a fort was built on it (Perrot, 2013: 212-217; Boucharlat, 2010: 96-99; Potts, 2016: 501-
502; Vallat, 2008; Gasche, 2009). With the decline of the religious prosperity of Susa, the main
center of worshiping Inshushinak, in the Achaemenid period, it is logical that the rituals of this
god were also affected. The second reason is the possible interference of the Achaemenids in the
Elamite religion; because in relation to other nations, there is evidence that in some cases, the
Achaemenids, for political reasons or the conflict of other nations’ religions with their own,
proposed or applied changes in the rites of these nations (Abedi, 2021). Indirect evidence can be
drawn for Inshushinak in both reasons (political and religious); In terms of political reason, it is
possible that the relatively intense Attametu’s revolt (which probably corresponds to the Atta-
Hamiti-Inshushinak the owner of EKI 86-89) took place during the reign of Darius I, which
probably had a more nationalist and religious characteristic than the previous two Elamite
revolts, and the main center of this revolt was the plain of Khuzestan (Tavernier, 2004: 28;
Imanpour & Alizadeh, 2014: 4), which led to the lack of religious tolerance of the Achaemenids
towards the god Inshushinak (the most important god of the Khuzestan plain); Regarding the
religious reason, it can be mentioned that due to some affinities and associations of the god
Inshushinak with the snake in the Elamite monuments of past periods (as researchers such as De
Miroschedji have considered the snake as Inshushinak’s symbol) and the ominous characteristic
of this animal in Iranian beliefs (Sabzi et al, 2017: 97, 99; Taheri, 2015: 30-34), it is possible
that the worshiping of Inshushinak was not welcomed by the Achaemenids or was even
forbidden by them. Of course, this religious conflict is just an assumption.

Finally, it can be concluded that the absence of Inshushinak in Achaemenid texts is related to a
set of reasons including the lack of resources, stagnation of urban structure and religious
activities of Susa in the first place and secondly, the Achaemenids' intolerance for the god
Inshushinak which could have been related to the revolt of Elamites in the Khuzestan plain in
the first years of Darius or its contradiction with some of their beliefs, and each of these factors,
solely or in combination with each other could have been involved in the emergence of the
current situation.
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Figure 2: Monument of Untash Napirish in Choghazanbil, in the upper scene the king is
praiying Inshushinak, who is sitting on a throne in the shape of a snake (Amiet, 2014a:120)
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Figure 3: Bronze statue of Queen Napirasu, wife of Untash Napirish, from Susa with a curse
inscription mentioning the god Inshushinak (Carter et al, 1993: 132)
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Figure 4: The bronze model of the sunrise from Shilhak-Inshushinak period, which can help us
to reconstruct the Acropole buildings (Amiet, 2014a: 132)
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Figure 5: The plan of the remains of Inshushinak and Ninhursag temples in the Susa Acropole
(Saraf, 2012:144-143; with changes by the authors)
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