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The migration of Alid’s Sadat to Tabaristan and Daylam that was the result of
pressure of the Abbasid caliphs, along with the subsequent uprising of Yahya
bin Abdullah in Daylam led to the spread of Zaydi Shia in northern Iran. Taking
advantage of the geographical isolation of these provinces and their distance
from the central states, Alids succeeded in forming the first Shi’ite state of the
Islamic caliphate without the permission of the Abbasids by attracting the
support of the Ispahbads and local people. Hassan ibn Zayd became the leader
of this new government, i.e. the Alids of Tabaristan, after the victory in Amol.
Amol, Sari and Gorgan, along with the Daylam, were among the areas ruled by
the Alids for about 20 years. Hassan ibn Zayd declared the Zaydi Shiite as the
official religion of his government. One of the tools used by the Alids to
legitimize their rule was their coins. Since coins are amongst the most authentic
and significant archaeological evidences, this study has attempted to answer the
question of how the Alid themes used on the coins differed from those used on
the standard coins of the Abbasids and how the new verses were multiplied? The
studying of the coins and historical sources indicates that the Alid of the
Tabaristan with the aim of proving their political and religious legitimacy,
deliberately minted coins containing verses of the Holy Quran, which were
capable of interpreting the position of the Ahl al-Bayt and Jihad against the
Abbasid caliphate. Thus, despite the fact that the Alid coins were quite similar in
design to the Abbasid coinages, they were quite distinct as they conveyed such
concepts as the support of the Prophet's Ahl al-Bayt, Shiite propaganda, and the
opposition to the Abbasid caliphate.
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1. Introduction

The title Shi’a refers to those Muslims who consider the Imamate to be the right of Ali ibn Abi
Talib after the death of prophet Muhammad based on some verses of Qur’an, particularly verse
23 of surah Ash-Shura, known as the verse of Mawadda. Despite the fact that most of the
Muslims designated Abu Bakr as the prophet’s successor and a group of senior Muslims
appointed him as the caliph at Sagifah, the Shiites remained steadfast in their belief and support
for Ali ibn Abi Talib (Jafari 1999: 31-33/ Mashkour 2000: 40). So, based on the issue of the
prophet’s succession, a group of Muslims separated from the majority and formed the core of
the Shiite religion. Apart from the issue of the prophet’s successor, Mu’awiya ibn Abi Sufyan’s
coming to power and inheritance of the caliphate also caused severe dissatisfaction among a
large number of Muslims as the Shiites considered the rule of Umayyad illegitimate and
believed that only Ahl al-Bayt are their rightful rulers or Imams. Another issue that caused
controversy was who was considered amongst the Ahl al-Bayt, which led to the various uprising
by different groups such as the Abbasid revolution, the Zayd ibn Ali uprising in the city of
Kufa, the uprising of Yahya B. Zayd in Khorasan and also the Alid revolt in the northern part of
the Alborz Mountains (Isfahani 1970: 132,151/ Tabari 1967, Vol.7: 180, 228). In 749 A.D the
descendants of Abbas, the prophet’s uncle, took over the caliphate with the aid of Abu Muslim
al-Khurasani but they also became hostile to Alids (Jafarian 2009: 167-168). Therefore, Shiite
protests continued during the Abbasid caliphate. Among these protests is the uprising of
Muhammad ibn Abdallah known as Muhammad al-Nafs al-Zakiyya in Medina and the rebellion
of Yahya ibn Abdallah inb al-Hasan ibn al-Hasan in Daylam (Tabari 1967, Vol.7: 552, Vol.8:
241-241/ Ibn al-Athir 1991, Vol.8: 3405). It seems that Yahya's movement was the first Shiite
uprising in the north of Iran and thus was the cause of Sadat Alid's migration to this region
(Amoli, 1998: 85-84). The rulers and people of this region, who were among the fiercest
enemies of Muslims until the establishment of the Alid rule, extended a helping hand to the Alid
of the Zaidi religion from the oppression of Tahiri agents in the middle of the ninth century
A.D. After contacting and expressing their cooperation with the Alids, the leaders of Tabaristan
pledged allegiance to a person named "Hasan-Ben Zayd" who was later nicknamed Da'ie Kabir
in 864 A.D According to sources, the majority of the people of Tabaristan and Daylam accepted
the pledge of allegiance (Ibn Esfandiar, 1389: 255-249; Haghighat, 1363: 83-75). After seizing
Dilmistan as well as several clashes with the Taheri governors, Hassan managed to take control
of Tabaristan with Amol as its center. Amol, Sari and even Jurjan, along with Daylam, were

among the regions that were administered by the Alids for 20 years.

Researchers of Iranian history believe that the reason for the wide spread acceptance of the
Alids by the people of the northern regions of Iran is their help against the Abbasid caliphate in
Baghdad as a Sunni caliphate. The popularity of Shiites among the Iranian people also was a
key factor for their acceptance. Alid’s Sadats that claimed the caliphate against the Abbasids,
took help from the rebellious spirit and dissatisfaction of the people of northern Alborz and
were able to occupy the Tabaristan, Daylam and Jurjan with the support of the people of these
regions. In one hand, there was the uprising of the people of Tabaristan against the Taheri rulers
which turned into a religious revolt, and on the other hand, the propaganda and religious
invitation of the shiites at this time became a political current which finally led to the formation
of the Alid government. The Alid emirate was the first independent government formed against
the Abbasid caliphate and was never recognized by the caliphs in Baghdad. The Abbasids
fought against the Alids through semi-independent dynasties such as Tahirids, Samanids and
Saffarids, and finally, with the military and political help of these goverments, especially the
Samanids, succeeded in overthrowing the Alids. About half a century later the last Arab-
Tabaristani coin was minted, the Alids resumed minting coins in Tabaristan, however, this time
they minted Islamic-style coins (Sarfaraz and Avarzamani, 2004: 123). Due to the position and
popularity of the Zaydi shi’a among the people, the new coins were accepted in this region. The
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question that remians is what differed between the themes and inscriptions struck on the Alid
coins as well as the differences between the religious writings and verses used on their coins
and the ritual inscription engraved on the standard Abbasid coins? The hypothesis of this
research is based on the fact that the Alid coins of Tabaristan have many essential differences
with the coins of the Abbasid caliphs, who were considered usurpers of the rule of the prophet’s
family or Ahl al-Bayt. The aim of the current study is to identify the main features of Alid coins
and specify the inscriptions and messages used in them. Although the Alid coins of Tabaristan
are relatively rare today, their rarity is insignificant and they are are still instrumentail in
recognizing the religious propaganda used by these rulers to gain political-religious legitimacy,
therefore, this is why these coins have been the subject of the present study. In this research, a
total of 41 coins related to the Alid dynasty have been examined. These coins are kept in 5
different museums and collections, including Malek National Library and Museum Institution
(MM), the Sepah Bank Museum (SM), the museum of the holy shrine of hadhrat-e Abdol Azim
al-Hasani in Rey (RM), the American Numismatic Society (ANS) and the collection of Islamic
coins of the University of Tlbingen. A number of the coins have also been published in some
books and papers, which will be referred to wherever needed. Table 1 of this study presents the
specification of the mentioned coins. In general, examining the inscriptions of the coins of the
statistical collection, 7 types of verses that are specific to Alid coins have been identified and
according to their themes and texts, one coin has been selected from each sample and is further
described and analyzed (Figures 1 to 7). The present study is of the descriptive-analytical type
and has been performed by studying two sets of documents including coins and written sources.

The result of the present study shows that the political and religious aspects of Alid coins
are very significant. As the coins were first minted, the Alids tried to show their kinship with the
prophet and prove that they are the rightful Ahl al-Bayt by emphasizing the verses such as
“Mawadda” and “Victory of Truth over Falsehood” on their coins. The most widely used verse
in the coins of the Zaydi Alids is the verse “Permission of Jihad”, which is completely in
accordance with the jurisprudential principle of Zaydi Shiite in relation to the uprising against
the oppressor. In summary it can be said that coins minted by the Zaydi Alids were in fact their
propaganda tools against the Abbasid caliphate. They deliberately struck verses with special
meaning and interpretations that were against and different from the Abbasid coins.
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Figurel. Coin of Hasan ibn Zeyd With the inscription of the verse of Jihad (Malek Museum: 141-2).
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