Honeycomb model to explain the role of social media in
iIdentifying entrepreneurial opportunities: The
mediating effect of social capital

Abstract y

The domain of opportunity is the heart of the field of entrepreneurship a}]d recognizing
the opportunity is one of the first vital steps to enter the busimess gpace. Understanding
the role of different levels of social media as a technological gmpowerment tool based on
the honeycomb model is of particular importance in recognizing entrepreneurial
opportunities, and social capital doubles this importance 9y improving people's ability to
recognize opportunities. Therefore, the purpose of thiiresearch is to fill the gap related
to the role of social media on the recognition of entréprenéurtal opportunity through the
mediation of social capital. This research is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-
correlation in terms of method. The data of thi§ reSearch was collected from a sample of
295 female students of management and busingss majors of the state universities of Qom
province, who were selected By stratified r@ahdom method, and tested by structural
equation modeling method with,PLS software. The findings of the research showed that
the levels of Instagram social media based on the honeycomb model (identity,
conversation, sharing, presence, reputation, relationships and groups) have a positive and
significant effectgon the recggaition of entrepreneurial opportunities. In addition, the
mentioned levels through the mediating variable of social capital indirectly have a
positive and significant effect on the recognition of entrepreneurial opportunities. In
addition, thexfindings showed that blocks of reputation and groups have the greatest
impact on regBgnizing entrepreneurial opportunities, and blocks of dialogue and
reputatien, iave the greatest impact on social capital.
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