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Article Info. Abstract

In the 16" century, international trade underwent profound changes, the establishment of trade

Received: 2023/01/11 corporations and new trade routes being among the most significant proofs and evidence. The
Muscovy Company was one of the first companies to successfully explore and incorporate a
Accepted: 2023/02/23 new marine route into international trade. It was also able to initiate the first direct commercial

and diplomatic relations between England and Iran through the northern seas and Russia.
However, after twenty years of business work in Safavid Iran, it ceased its commercial
activities in Iran and English commerce. This paper investigates the causes that prompted
Muscovy Company to discontinue trade with Iran via the northern seas with Russia, as well as
the effective factors that led to this decision. This paper employs a descriptive-analytical
approach based on library sources to investigate the reasons for the temporary break in
commercial relations between England and Iran in the second half of the 16" century. Our
] research indicates that the political relations between the Safavid, Ottoman, Russian, and
Keywords: English governments, as well as the ensuing wars and peace, competition, and hostile
Muscovy Company, the Safavid, relations, negatively impacted the company's operations. The geographical and security
England, Ivan the Terrible, conditions that dominated the company's route created numerous obstacles for the business of
. . the English merchandise. In addition to overcoming these obstacles, they had to compete with
Foreign Trade, Russia.. ancient and experienced Turks, Armenians, and Venetians on the Iranian market. The
aforementioned impediments persuaded the London-based leaders of the Muscovy Company

to abandon trade with Iran via the northern routes.
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