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Article If Abstract
Eastern Lorestan is one of the regions of the Central Zagros region where
the fewest number of chronological studies related to the Bronze Age have
been conducted. Chronological studies of the Central Zagros are more
concentrated than other areas in the Gamasiab river areas in Nahavand and
Kangavar. The chronological framework of Lorestan and Gamasiab valley
face many problems concerning the Bronze Age. At present, the chronology
of Gamasiab and Kangavar region is related to the 1970 and 1980s and so
far, the volume and quality of archaeological findings has changed in this
areas. In order to clarrify of the chronological status of East of Lorestan,
stratigraphic excavation have been carried out at the mound of Gariran in
Aleshtar. Excavations in this area have shown that the common pottery of
the Bronze Age after the beginning of the Elamite period is a well-made
Article history:  painted pottery style called Godin IIl. Meanwhile, in the Gamasiab river
basin, the Early Bronze Age is known by the Yaniq style. Based on the
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Received: excavations at Gariran Tepe, it seems that the common cultures in the
8, January, 2022 Bronze Age of Lorestan were mostly related to the western and southern
regions of Lorestan. Yaniq pottery has not been obseved widely in this area.

In Revised form: In this study, according to the findings obtained from the excavations at
20, January, 2022 Gariran Tepe, the chronology has been adjusted according to the cultural
. and regional realities. According to this, the Early Bronze Age (early-to-
'Zo‘écffrfﬁgfy, 2022 mid third millennium BCE) has contined without any interruption at

Gariran Tepe after the begining of the Elamite period. In this period of
pottery, which is common to the old phases of old Godin Il (which in
Godin’s chronology belongs to the middle period of the Bronze Age)

Published onlin: ancient Bronze polychrome pottery. In this study, we have attempted to

21, December, 2022 answer the following questions: What is the chronology of eastern Lorestan
during the Bronze Age, and, how can the exploration of Gariran Tepe’s
stratigraphy be corrected given the chronological defects of eastern of
Lorestan.
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1. Introduction

Especially in the Central Zagros, with its mountainous plains, the Bronze Age is a prehistoric
period which requires further study, especially around the recognition of cultural data in each
region. In this regard, it is necessary to study each region of the Central Zagros in detail and
carefully with its own cultural data(Fig-3). The Lorestan plain is one of the important and key
areas in the Central Zagros. In the Aleshtar plain, which is located in the north of Lorestan, there
are 27 ancient sites related to the Bronze Age, which is the largest area related to this period.
Despite the importance of Aleshtar plain and Gariran Tepe in connection with archeological
studies, so far no comprehensive study has been done in this area(Fig-2). In the Central Zagros,
due to the strength of the stratigraphy of Godin Tepe, Godin ceramic styles have been used
often for the Bronze Age chronology and classification of cultural materials of the entire region,
especially pottery (Badler 2002, Matthews and Fazeli Nashli 2022).

The Bronze Age is divided into periods IV and Ill. Period IV dates from the beginning of the
third millennium to 2600 BCE and period Il is from 2600 to the middle of the second
millennium BCE. The period 1V is equal to the Early Bronze and the 11l period which consists
of 6 phases, and is considered equal to the Middle and Late Bronze Age.

Since our knowledge of the Early Bronze Age in the Central Zagros is based on the Yaniq type
pottery (Kura-Araxes and Caucasus), therefore, Period IV of Godin Tepe has been considered as
the Early Bronze by the excavators of this Yaniq type pottery. In addition, regular surveys have
shown several areas in relation to the Godin IV period in the Kangavar plain, the Nahavand
plain, in Malayer and around Hamedan. The chronological method used at Godin Tepe has been
observed in other regions of the Central Zagros and Yaniq type pottery has always been
considered as a marker and indicator for distinguishing the Ealy Bronze period.

The most important ancient Bronze sites that have been introduced with this approach can be
mentioned in the Malayer plain, including Patape, Gurab, Zogali and Qale-Now, Pisa Tepe in
the Hamedan plain, and also in the Nahavand plain with Sarsam-Gabri, Gark, Baba Rostam,
Sardoran village, Solgi, Yazdan, and etc. which has a wide range of Yaniq pottery (Kura-
Araxes). Thus the extent of the Godin IV culture in the Central Zagros can be observed, more
than anywhere else, in the Gamasiab River Basin. Right on the southern slopes of Green
Mountain, the spread of Godin IV culture stopped or reached a minimum. In fact, both sides of
Green Mountain have their own cultural characteristics during the Bronze Age, especially in the
period of Godin IV.

In view of the above and the leading questions in this field, it seems that the Godin Tepe
chronology in the Aleshtar plain cannot be generalized and we should seek to find a chronology
with a new look and a different approaches in accordance with the findings in this plain and hill-
climbers. In this regard, Gariran Tepe, considering its large area of about 13 hectares and the
richness of its cultural finds, could be a hub for Bronze Age studies in this area. In this regard,
the authors delineated the stratigraphy of the mounds of Gariran with the aim of examining the
status of the Lorestan and Aleshtar plains(Fig-6). In this regard, the most important question
studied in this study is: what is the chronology of Aleshtar plain specifically and the eastern
Central Zagros in general? To answer this question, in the autumn of 1396, the authors surveyed
for 20 days at Gariran Tepe. In the end, three step-trenches were dug through to obtain the
requisite data to refine the chronology in question. In this study, three trenches—W.260,
W.275a and W275b—were used to determine the stratigraphy of Gariran Tepe. No cultural
disruption was observed across these three sondages and all of the cultural phases of these three
trenches have continued in a row. The important point is that in both trenches W.260 and
W.275a the Bronze Age continued immediately after the beginning of the Elamite period. The
findings of the Bronze Age are more comparable to those of Godin IIl. Therefore, the Early
Bronze Age at Godin Tepe (IV) has not been observed in Gariran Tepe and this period can be
distinguished by a variety of pottery finds from Godin 111 period(Fig-8). Considering that in the
trench of W.275b, various types of ancient Bronze polychrome pottery of the Poshte-e Kuh
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region have been seen along with Godin Il pottery (especially phases 6 and 5). Therefore, it is
likely that during the Early Bronze Age, various types of Godin Il pottery were common at
Gariran Tepe. In addition, a type of Godin IV pottery was observed in Sondage W.260 at Locus
1003, in an early Elamite context. Thus, the chronology of Godin Tepe is contradicted in this
way as well. At Godin Tepe, Cuyler Young identified the lowest level of the V period and the
highest level of the 11l period as 2900 to 2200 BCE for the Yaniq culture based on carbon-14
analysis of samples from the mound. In other words, Young has considered the origin of Yaniq
culture at Godin Tepe to be related to 2900 BCE. Due to this, in the Central Zagros, the
beginning of the Yaniq culture was considered to be related to 2900 BCE and at the same time
with the Early Bronze Age. Recent studies by Khaksar at Gorab Tepe, however, have
challenged the dating of Godin IV to 3150 BCE, the beginning of the Yaniq (Kura-Araxes)
culture. This date shows a difference of about 250 years with the 1V period at Godin (Khaksar et
al., 2014: 62). Another point is that at Gorab Tepe, the pottery of Godin 1V contexts (Yaniq) has
been seen together with the pottery of the deposited edge of Godin V or the beginning of the
Elamite period (according to Khaksar Uruk) (Khaksar et al., 2014: 52). This point shows the
similarity in the stratigraphic and chronological structure of Gorab Tepe and Gariran Tepe,
where the early Elamite period and the culture of Yaniq (Kura-Aras) have been seen together.

Therefore, the chronology suggested by the authors for eastern Lorestan is as follows: from
the end of the fourth millennium to the beginning of the third millennium BCE (about 3200 to
2900 BCE) the cultural tradition of the beginning of the Elamite period (and of course the
beginning of Elamite and Yaniq culture at Gariran Tepe) is common in the region and during
the Early Bronze Age (from about 2900 BCE to the middle of the third millennium BCE)
pottery cultures spread related to the early phases of Godin Ill and polychrome pottery of the
Posht-e Kuh region(Fig-15). Therefore, the other phases of Godin Il (i.e., the middle and late
phases) are located after the Early Bronze Age in the eastern region of Lorestan. To determine
the exact chronology of Eastern Lorestan in the Middle and Late Bronze Ages, separate studies
are needed.
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Fig. 15: Pottery finds related to the Early Bronze Age of Griran Tepe of Loc. 3007 in trench
W.275b
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