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Abstract

The Philosophical investigations in to the Essence of Human freedom (1809)
is an ontological research about freedom as human nature, which
acknowledges the positive and determining aspect of evil in the nature of
human freedom. Schelling mentions the ontological distinction of "ground"
and "existence" to establish the possibility of freedom (evil) in the totality of
beings, as a whole. Heidegger considers this distinction to be one of the
innovations of Schelling's philosophy, and in Schilling's treatise on the
Essence of human freedom (1936), he calls it "The distinction of being". In
his opinion, the position of freedom in Schelling's system is realized in an
ontological foundation, and his question of freedom can be transferred to the
guestion of existence, as the fundamental question of philosophy. the
important goal of this article is to analyze Heidegger's interpretation of the
distinction between ground and existence as an ontological condition for the
possibility of evil in Schelling's system of freedom. This research seeks
answers to these two questions: How does this distinction pave the way for
explaining the ontological basis of the possibility of evil? And why, in order
to know these two principles, it is necessary to examine the human spirit and
its essence as freedom? We will show how in Heidegger's interpretation of
Schelling's reading, despite his accepted proximity to this fundamental
distinction, he still fails idealist philosophy, including Schelling's
philosophical system, in taking the final step beyond the fundamental
structures of metaphysics of will and true liberation from metaphysical
tradition.
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1. Introduction

The Philosophical Investigations into the Essence of Human Freedom (1809), also known as the
Treatise on Freedom, is Friedrich Wilhelm Joseph Schelling's attempt to establish a system of
freedom. In the 20th century, Heidegger's careful references to this treatise and his repeated
commentary on it in 1936 and 1941 highlighted the importance of this treatise in the history of
Western thought. Heidegger's attention focuses on Schelling's thoughts on the construction of a system
and the question of the possibility of a system of freedom as a question of the essence of being.
Schelling bases his research on the system of freedom on a correct ontological ground in order to
transcend mere freedom as an independent factor in mechanical causation and achieve the true
definition of freedom as the ability to choose between good and evil.

While adhering to Schelling's ontology, Heidegger attempts to critique the will-centeredness of
Schelling's system of freedom by emphasizing the question of existence, particularly by emphasizing
the ontological distinction between ground and existence. To this end, we focus on this issue at the
outset of this article. According to Schelling's perspective, how does the distinction between ground
and existence serve as an ontological precondition for the possibility of evil within the system of
freedom? To clarify this issue, we turn to Heidegger's understanding of the concept of ground and his
interpretation of Schelling's understanding of the distinction between ground and existence. The
explanation of the meaning of this distinction will be provided by demonstrating its presence in the
divine nature and natural creatures. In the ensuing discussion, in order to gain a deeper understanding
of these two principles, which are prerequisites for comprehending human freedom and thus
approaching an answer to the question of Being, we will examine the human spirit and its essence as
freedom.The question that arises in this context is whether Schelling's articulation of this ontological
distinction establishes the compatibility of system and freedom in a manner that successfully addresses
the challenge of accommaodating evil within the system while avoiding attributing it to God. In other
words, how did Schelling manage to transform the issue of the feasibility of the freedom system into
the question of the possibility of evil through this distinction?

According to Schelling, God expands himself as life, and this expansion requires the fall and
separation from God, which itself provides the basis for the emergence of evil. Schelling defines evil
as the inversion of the will's forces, in which the partial will, characterized by egoism and subordinate
to the universal will, seeks to usurp the general will. To achieve this, the partial will gradually
becomes aware of itself (its highest level of consciousness is attained in humanity) and egoism
displaces unity. Contrary to the established metaphysical tradition, Schelling locates the source of evil
in the most positive dimension of of Being, namely the soul, and posits the realm of eternal truths as
the ideal origin of good and evil. In his view, the ground of evil must reside in something universally
established. It is Schelling's innovative conception of evil as a positive force that captures Heidegger's
attention more than anything else. Heidegger regards Schelling's positive interpretation of evil as a
significant step toward comprehending the metaphysics of evil and a non-metaphysical understanding
of Being. Furthermore, Schelling believes that evil is an intrinsic attribute of the human soul.

Among all beings, only humans possess intelligence and spirit, which is why they possess
personality and the capacity for choice and freedom. As a personality, humans are distinct from God,
and it is precisely this elevation and intensification of human will that enables the emergence of evil.
According to Schelling, evil manifests itself through human historical decisions and actions.The
crucial aspect of this perception of evil as a potentiality of human existence lies in the fact that what is
attributed to the decisions and actions of a free human being is not a pre-existing condition but rather
something that is brought into being through these decisions. This holds true for good as well. In order
to move beyond this state of possibility and achieve a state of determination and certainty, humans
must make choices that align with either good or evil. It is only by acknowledging evil as an inherent
possibility of human nature that we can truly envision free human behavior. With this definition, each
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human decision that transforms either good or evil into a reality serves to individualize the essence of
humanity and elevate humans to the status of persons.

Schelling traces the root of this inherent tendency toward evil to the absolute's position as love;
love requires a ground upon which to reveal itself. Of course, this does not imply that the absolute, or
love, is equivalent to evil; rather, it merely signifies that the potential for evil resides within the
absolute. This is because the inclination toward evil is not an external force imposed upon humanity
but rather an inherent aspect of human nature. Therefore, Heidegger's most fundamental criticism
centers on the relationship between the system and the cohesion of Being, which Schelling equates
with the relationship between God and the system. However, Schelling now vehemently rejects any
identification of the system with God, proposing instead the system of love. Heidegger contends that
this newfound distinction between the system and God essentially amounts to the system's
appropriation of the principle of existence, since the system itself is, in essence, an existence rooted in
divine understanding. Consequently, the other principle, ground, remains outside the system.

Despite Schelling's intention to preserve and justify the system or the unity of all beings by
establishing the unity of the authentic and true unifying principle in an absolute sense, he overlooks
the fact that this very establishment of Being as the unity of ground and existence simultaneously
creates an inherent incompatibility between the system and The distinction of being. As a result,
despite Heidegger's acknowledgement of this fundamental distinction, Schelling's philosophical
system falls short of taking the final step beyond the fundamental structures of the metaphysics of will
and achieving true liberation from the metaphysical tradition.

Although Heidegger briefly mentions Schelling's solution to maintain the unity of the necessary
rational system while incorporating the dark and ignorant nature within it, he does not consider it
complete and believes that the system of freedom is doomed to fail. According to this interpretation,
Schelling's system of freedom represents a direction of Western metaphysics as a whole because the
truth of being is understood in terms of will, and the ultimate determination of being is revealed as
love or all-encompassing will or will to the whole. Heidegger argues that even though Schelling aims
to preserve and justify the system or unity of all beings by establishing the unity of the authentic and
true unifying principle in an absolute sense, he fails to recognize that this very establishment of being
as the unity of ground and existence inevitably creates an inherent incompatibility between the system
and The distinction of being. As a result, despite Heidegger's acknowledgment of this fundamental
distinction, Schelling's philosophical system falls short of taking the final step beyond the fundamental
structures of the metaphysics of will and achieving true liberation from the metaphysical tradition..
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1. Schelling's Treaties on the Essence of Human Freedom
2.The Philosophical investigations in to the Essence of Human freedom
3. Grund
4. Existenz
5. Seynsfuge
6. Lebewesen
7. Houswesen
8. Ab-bleiben
9. ab-Grund
10. Geist
11. Partikularwille/ particular will
12.UniversalWille/Universal Will
13. Eigenwille/ self-will
14. unground
15. Jakob Bohme (1575-1624)
16. Franz von Baader (1765-1841)
17.Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz (1716-1646)
18. Sehnsucht (Sehnasucht ein Zu-sich-selbst streben)/ addiction of longing
19. lichtblick/ moment
20. Johann Gottlieb Fichte (1762-1814)
21. Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel (1770-1831)
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