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In this study, the paintings of Hakop Hovnatanian, the
unknown painter of Naser-e-Din Shah monarchy are
investigated from the structural and thematic point of
view. In contrast to the majority of art researchers, after
the death of Sani-ol-Molk, the one who was appointed
as the painter of Naseri monarchy was not Kamal-
ol-Molk, but was the Armanian immigrant painter,
Hakop Hovnatanian. Following the political conflicts
of the nineteenth century, Armenia, the Caucasus, and
Georgia became parts of Russia. Because of the political
evolutions, artists and prominent people especially
Armenians concentrated in the city of Thbilisi, thus
an improvement was made in the cultural, social and
economic levels by the intellectuals at that era. Besides,
merchants bought European paintings from European
countries, and brought them to this area. Thus, artists
acquainted with the European culture started to use these
new principles. In the sixth decade of the nineteenth
century, the artists of the city established the union of
the Tbilisi Painters which led to shape a new art school,
and an appropriate artisitic educational space. Regarding
these conditions, the new Armenian art was flourished
by the first modern artists. Most of these artists were
portrait painters, and the most famous one was Hakop
While
he maintained to his familial tradition, he explored

Hovnatanyian. His father was his art trainer.

innovative ways which was reflected in his exclusive
portrait drawings. Due to the recession and the rise of
photography in the Caucasus, portrait drawings were no
longer affordable and the profession became stagnant.
The recession and Hakop’s interest in eastern art and
artists, especially Iranian art, led to his immigration
to Iran in 1239 AD /1865BC. Considering Nasser Al-
Din Shah Qajar's interest in art, Hakop left for Tehran.
Because of his genius and talent, he entered the Nasseri
court. Hakop Hovnatanian painted a portrait of Nasser

Al-Din Shah Qajar that coincided with the death of
the painter of Nasseri court, Sani Al-Mulk Ghaffari
Kashani. In this research, besides introducing Hakop
Hovnatanin and his paintings and also trying to find
appropriate responses for the research hypothesis based
on existence and nonexistence of the new elements in his
paintings, it is attempted to evaluate the effects of these
new elements on the painting of Nasseri era. The new
elements observed in the painting of the king - depicted
in a landscape and backed to a cannon— are imployed to
show royal power. These elements expanded in the form
of royal, courtly and religious subjects in his paintings.
These evidences probably indicate that although Hakob
Hovnatanian was a non-Iranian painter, he created new
visual elements reflecting the culture of Nasseri era.

Keywords
Hakop Hovnatanyan, Immigration, Art of Qajar Reign,
Naseri Court, Naser al-Din Shah.

“This article is extracted from the first author’s master thesis, entitled “structural and thematic features of hakop hovnatanyan paintings, the unknown
painter of Naser-al-Din Shah Qajar’s court (before and after immigration to Iran)” under the supervison of the second author (the late Asghar Kaf-
shchian Moghaddam) in the Central Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad university.
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