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Article Info Abstract
Paper Research: Sofeh Mountain is a natural-historic landscape where its value lay on
Research Article all the natural and cultural components of the landscape. Thus, in

order to protect and preserve the landscape, it is necessary to identify,
record, and study Sofeh landscape in its entirety. The core
components of the landscape consisted of mainly architectural
remains of the Shahdez fortress or the Div fortress on the crest,
Takht-e Soleyman Palace on the slopy part and other scattered
structures on lower slope and base of the mountain up to the
Zayandeh-Rud river side. The archaeological evidence point to the
profound knowledge of the lands' inhabitants into the environment

Received: and geographical potentials of Isfahan. The present article is an
25 October 2021 attempt to determine the role and position of the Sofeh landscape in

different historical periods by examining written sources and
Accepted: conducting archaeological investigations. The detailed documentation

of archaeological evidence and investigating their characteristics not
27 September 2022 only help us to gain insight into the life history of the landscape but
also facilitate determining its natural and historic boundaries and
defining the core and buffer zones of the site that was registered as a
national heritage list in 2005. The study demonstrates that Sofeh
Mountain and its architectural complex is one of the concert
achievements of Isfahan's inhabitants where a symbiotic relation
between mountains, plains and rivers had been realized. The Sofeh

Keywords: mountain with its strategic location has always maintained its close
Isfahan, h hSOfEh relation with the city and particularly during the flourishing periods of
Fg%gtsas"”' S ?I'akr?t?é Isfahan in the Islamic era, it was able to provide security and facilities

Soleyman Palace, for the city and the surrounding areas.

zone and buffer zone,
Cultural Landscape.
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Alai, Cyrus, 2010, Special maps of Persia 1477-1925, Leiden; Boston, Brill.

Bruyn, Cornelis de, 1723, Voyages de Corneille le Bruyn au Levant.
Voyages par la Moscovie, en Perse et aux Indes Orientales. C'est-a-dire,
dans les principaux endroits de I'Asie Mineure, dans les isles de Chio,
Rhodes, Chypre, &c. De méme que dans les plus considérables villes
d'Egypte, Syrie, & Terie Sainte; enrichi d'un grand nombre de figures en
tailledouce, Vol. 4, La Haye: P. Gosse & J. Neaulme.

Chardin, Jean, Langleés, Louis, 1811, VVoyages du chevalier Chardin en Perse
et autres lieux de I'Orient, enrichis d'un grand nombre de belles figures en
taille-douce, représentant les antiquités et les choses remarquables du
pays,Le Normant, Paris.

Dieulafoy, Jane, 1887, La Perse, la Chaldée et la Susiane, Paris, Hachette.

Flandin, Eugene, Coste, Pascal, 1851, Voyage en Perse, Vol.2, Paris, Gide et
J. Baudry.

Kaempfer, Engelbert, 1712, Amoenitatum exoticarum politico-physico-
medicarum fasciculi V, quibus continentur varie relationes,
observationes & descriptiones rerum Persicarum & ulterioris Asiee multa
attentione, in peregrinationibus per universum Orientem, Lemgoviz,
Typis & impensis Henrici Wilhelmi Meyeri.

Kaempfer, Engelbert, 1968, Die Reisetagebiicher, ed. Meier-Lemgo,
Wiesbaden.

Minasian, Caro Owen, 1971, Shah Diz of Isma’ili fame: its siege and destruction,
London.

Eiwziwk‘chean, Vrdanis, 1854, Nkaragrutiwn Parskastani ereweli
shinuatsots, Kostandnupdlis: I Tparani Hovhannu Miwhéntisean,
Armenian.

Olivier, Guillaume-Antoine, 1807, Voyage dans [l'empire Othoman,
I'Egypte et la Perse, Paris.

s> glio (Sinyd Slpa plojlo )3 copplin b (Byd Cgin g ()8 g Slagp (5 BN
AYOF/ ANV #5900 VEAN Blos 4 j9uiS (6, 5053,5

Eo=o VFYAL Bylasds 4y joudS (6,50 )5 g (cwd mlio ¢ Sz yd ilyuo (ol jd 320l o5 Bl
AYAY/VV/A

slra oy g Ladcgoms ol « 2k o) )LT P ) &l oleas Ty J@J”I.wb

5 A bgoen o wdal Ul el By o e ylosiod Hl& bilis Lalous 5wy 5 duo e 53900 4k
dsogyl bt e 058 byl il (leted degoro) Bl Juelowsl (S (sladoss ¢ Bl fielows!

AR e Y8 yiwd G, AMYIA (oMl o pls e AD LT VA (ol ) 4ol



VY eyl Ao 85 )BT 150 5 53015 Anll i3 i 1 gl oo lodd

http://collections.vam.ac.uk/item/0152885/st-sophia-near-djulfa-ispahan-
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