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Abstract

Common Article 1 of the 1949 Geneva Conventions and the First Additional
Protocol, open a new chapter on the concept and nature of states obligations
to respect and ensure respect for humanitarian law in the occupied territories and
impose binding obligations on occupying states. The present research, aims to
answer the following question: the responsibility of the Israeli occupying forces to
fight and prevent the spread of COVID-19 in the occupied Palestinian territories are
organized and justified on what legal and intellectual foundations? Using a
descriptive-analytical method, the paper provides a legal analysis of the existing
facts. It is believed that despite the commitments of the occupying Israeli forces to
ensure respect for international humanitarian law under Common Article 1 of the
Geneva Conventions in terms of preventing and fighting COVID-19 as a vital
example of the right to health and the protection of public health of the inhabitants
of the occupied Palestinian territories, ensuring the actual implementation of these
fundamental human rights faces serious challenges.
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1. international humanitarian law (IHL)

2. ratione materiae

3. COVID-19 is an abbreviation for “Coronavirus Disease 2019”
4. Occupied Palestinian Territories(OPT)
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1. International Committee of the Red Cross(ICRC)

2. Rules of Customary International Humanitarian Law, at; http://www.icrc.org/customary-
ihl/eng/docs/vl_cha

3. Reservation
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1. Article 40. Application of this chapterDraft articles on Responsibility of States for Internationally
Wrongful Acts, with commentaries2001: 1. This chapter applies to the international responsibility
which is entailed by a serious breach by a State of an obligation arising under a peremptory norm of
general international law. 2. A breach of such an obligation is serious if it involves a gross or
systematic failure by the responsible State to fulfil the obligation.

2. International Court of justice(ICJ)

3. Application of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (Bosnia
and Herzegovina v. Yugoslavia), Preliminary Objections, Judgment, ICJ Reports, 1996 1996,
para.31.
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1. ICJ Reports, 2005, case concerning armed activities on the territory of the congo(Democratic republic
of the congo v. Rwanda), paras. 88-93.

2. Legal Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory (Advisory
Opinion), (2004), ICJ Reports, paras. 155, 159.
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1. prophylactic and preventive measures necessary to combat the spread of contagious diseases and
epidemics.
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1. The World Health Organization (WHO) is a specialized agency of the United Nations responsible for
international public health.
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1. The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) is a multilateral treaty
adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on 16 December 1966 through GA.
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