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Abstract

With seven cities, four districts, and 2514 square kilometers, Rudbar city is the largest city in
the south of Gilan province. Environmental capabilities such as crossing the Sefid-rud River
through the central part of Rudbar and being located in the connection route of the Central
Plateau with northern Iran have long made this region the focus of groups and human
communities. Hence, it has led to the scattering of countless sites throughout the region in the
form of hills, cemeteries, and ancient sites. Between 2006 and 2010, among the 45 sites studied
in the studied area, 19 sites from the Parthian period were identified with the cultural materials
of this period. Descriptively and in the field, the present study has examined the topography,
geographical location, access roads, and water resources of the works, as well as the cultural
materials and pathology of the sites. Most of the surveyed areas include cemeteries and several
small settlements. Limitation of environmental potentials is one of the most important factors
that have prevented the formation of cities and large population centers in the region. Given the
existence of pastures, forests, and water resources, it seems that the life of the people of this
region at the same time as agriculture was based on animal husbandry. Additionally, the
common way of life has been semi-nomadic (vertical style). Along a valley from the lowest to
the highest point above sea level, the similarity of pottery and burials illustrates this well. In this
study, most of the pottery of historical and Parthian periods was obtained in red, orange, dark
brown, and generally polished, respectively. Most burials have simple pits, stone tumulus,
catacombs, stone framed, and sometimes megaliths and jars. Comparable to other
contemporaries, these burials are such as Vaskeh, Maian Rud, Maryan of Talesh and
Rezvanshahr, and Coty deylaman Castles, Shahpir, Kaluraz, Juben and Chereh of Rudbar in
Gilan, Germi in Azerbaijan and Biston in western Iran. The earthenware pieces of the sites are
often polished and divided into two types, simple and decorative. The number of decorative
pottery pieces was more than other species.
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1. Introduction

With the expulsion of the Seleucids, the Parthians began their 470-year rule in northeastern Iran
from (247 BC) to (224 AD) and rebuilt the Achaemenid Empire by defeating other foreigners
such as the Romans. With the minting of coins, the construction of cities, and artistic
developments, this period has cultures and subcultures that are very important for understanding
the culture of each region due to the lack of available information. In the present study,
therefore, the identification of Rudbar Parthian sites has been investigated. Rudbar is located in
the south of Gilan (Map 1, A & B), (Sanaei et al., 2002). Environmental capabilities such as
crossing the Sefid-rud River through the central part of Rudbar and being located in the
connection route of the Central Plateau with northern Iran have long made this region the focus
of groups and human communities. Hence, it has led to the scattering of countless sites
throughout the region in the form of hills, cemeteries, and ancient sites. Between 2006 and
2010, among the 45 sites studied in the studied area, 19 sites from the Parthian period were
identified with the cultural materials of this period (Map 2) and (Table 1). Descriptively and in
the field, the present study has examined the topography, geographical location, access, and
water resources of the works, as well as the cultural materials and pathology of the sites; and by
analyzing the data seeks to answer the following questions.

1.What is the type of settlement of Parthian sites in the studied area?

2.What are the reasons for the lack of evidence left over from Parthian residential architecture in
the area and could the lack of evidence of permanent settlement in the area indicate a nomadic
lifestyle?

3.What restrictions have prevented the formation of large Parthian cities and population centers
in the studied area, and what is the characteristic of pottery of this period?

This research has been done by library and field studies. In addition to recording the exact
geographical location with the device (GPS) and photographing it, for each ancient site, a
descriptive report of the site, its exact address, and a sketch was drawn and recorded. The image
and pottery table of each area were also prepared for further studies. The sketch and location of
the ancient sites were prepared on the maps of 1/25000 along with aerial photographs. Pottery
data were analyzed, studied, compared, and typologies to explain and classify cultural changes
(although the type of surface graves was also examined). Most of the surveyed areas include
cemeteries, and some are small settlements, so that out of 19 works, 16 works are cemeteries, 2
works (Charpe & Lachu) are cemeteries and open areas, and 2 areas (Sharfl & Dogamian) have
works of cemeteries and settlements, 1 area (Jalalie & Kaluraz) has settlement evidence (Table
2). Most of the burials were simple pits, stone tumulus, and cairn burials that are comparable to
the Parthian sites of Shahpir, Shahran, Chere, Khoram Rud, Lasoloukan, Vaskeh, and Miyan
Rud (Table 2). Given the importance of the sun and its role in burial, the entrance of most
burials was to the east, and they were located mostly on sloping lands with calcareous soils,
overlooking valleys, on hills, near rivers, and springs. Given the existence of pastures, forests
and water resources, it seems that the common way of life in the Parthian era, while
familiarizing them with agriculture, was often animal husbandry and was generally based on the
semi-nomadic method (vertical style). Along a valley from the lowest to the highest point above
sea level, the similarity of pottery and burials illustrates this well. Since the nature of nomadic
life has been fundamentally associated with the change of seasons and the transfer from one
place to another, it has been effective in permanent settlement and light materials have been
used for construction. The nomadic life, high humidity, and instability of eco-friendly materials
such as wood are the reasons for the lack of architectural evidence in the region and rarely do
inductive hills such as Kaluraz (Jalalie) remain. Limitations of environmental potentials or
geomorphology of the region, such as the existence of valleys, sloping lands, lack of large, flat,
and smooth lands have become obstacles to the formation of cities and large population centers
in the region in this period. Although the existence of large Iron Age and historical cemeteries
in the Rudbar region confirm the increase in population, very little architectural evidence,
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limited population centers, and semi-nomadic lifestyle have not been ineffective in this regard,
and as mentioned earlier, the similarity of the pottery found along a valley illustrates this point.
The resulting pottery pieces are often red, orange, dark brown, and gray (generally Polished
Ware). Out of 161 pieces of pottery, 80 included rims, which were often very similar to the Iron
Age pottery of Gilan and are comparable to other pottery in Parthian areas such as Chere,
Vaskeh, Lasoloukan, Khoram Rud, Shahran and Shahpir (Bagherian, 2005) & (Herink, 1997).
Other components include body, handle, floor, and base (Figure 1 b). Pottery is divided into two
categories: decorative (91 pieces) and simple (70 pieces) (Figure 1a). Many of the pottery
obtained with (proper baking and firm texture with clay coating) are red, orange, and brown
(Tables 4, 5, 6, and 7), respectively. Most of the pottery decorations, including excised, added,
cordage-added, compression finger, meander, graphic, polished wavy burnished with vertical
and horizontal lines, maze polish inside the container were obtained (Tables 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7).
Some of the decorations below the rim, such as the cross, the English M, or punctate, may have
been the potter's own mark. In the present study, generally, the construction technique, typology
of pottery, even the tradition of burial methods and tomb architecture from the Iron Age to the
Parthian period continue with some differences (Hrink, 1997) & (Azarnoosh, 1975). For
instance, the tradition of entrancing burials and orienting graves to the east is abundantly
observed in various types of pit burials, stone tumulus, stone framed, catacombs, collectives,
and individual tombs, and in pottery, various forms of standing rims, vertical and slightly turned
outwards, which are often polished, the continuity of Iron Age traditions can be seen.
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