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Game-theater is a hybrid phenomenon which arises from
the Intermediality of video game and theater. This inter-
medial production carries the features and specifications of
both performing events. The immersed atmosphere of this
hybrid performative phenom-ena leads to a unique theat-
rical experience, actively engaging participants in the per-
formance space. Although theatre audiences always partici-
pate in any theatre as a spectator, in game-theatre, audience
participation is not passive since it is inevitably necessary
for the completion of the performance. The audience is not
only the player of a video game but also acts as a charac-
ter in the play. Therefore, the spectator is trans-forming to
spect-actor. Other creative members of the group (includ-
ing actors) should adjust and react according to this active
participation. In this interactive theatre produc-tion, the
spect-actor is free to choose actions, interact with actors
and wander in the ar-chitectural space of the performance
on the basis of a story telling event. Considering the nonlin-
ear, live and interactive nature of this production, the script
keeps an open structure in order for the variables that are
brought into the performance by the audience participa-
tion. In other words, the participant’s choices, actions and
gestus in combination with a narrative dramatic core give
birth to a performance-text particularly designed for an im-
mersive and interactive performance. This text transforms
with each and every participant. The participant not only
interacts with the performance on stage but also with the
script. These features give an unpredictable characteristic
to game-theatre, however the shaping the whole process is
based on a dramatic core which is a way to unify all ac-
tions. Furthermore, it helps the performance to maintain its
goal that is the final promised achievement similar to video
games. This final achievement and predictable future is very
similar to the determined destiny of a tragic character. Dur-
ing the performance, the spect-actor should challenge with
side quests, a turning point and a resolution to carry on the
predesignated mission. One should note that in the first en-

counters with a production, the spectator doesn’t have skills
and knowledge equal with other prepared members of the
performance group. Therefore, the simplicity and familiar-
ity of the narrative and the initial introduction of characters
are essential. Aristotelian drama can provide an appropriate
narrative core to encourage role-playing and action. How-
ever, according to the dynamic and ever-changing nature of
game-theater, the script is not anymore a solid base from
which to perform, but it should be considered as a foun-
dation material which undergoes a transformation. Hence,
the concept of change in media according to the theory of
intertextuality, can validate the inevitable dynamic transfor-
mation of Aristotelian plays into a performance text while
performing game-theater. In this process, the encounter of
spectator as a cultural text with an Aristotelian drama as the
hypertext, produces a performative intertext. This intertext
contains both verbal and performing elements and should
remain open to audience participation. This study tries to
explain how the process of interaction and co-execution af-
fects the struc-ture and dramatic elements of an Aristotelian
drama as an appropriate dramatic core for game-theater.

Keywords
Game-Theater, Immersive Theater, Audience Participation,
Intertextuality, Perfor-mance-Text.
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