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ABSTRACT

Ticks are important ectoparasites in equids which causes economic losses in animal husbandry of Iran and
worldwide. This study was aimed to determine frequency and species diversity of hard ticks in equids in Turkman
sahra, Iran. 240 equids were randomly selected and examined from 2018-2019. Ixodid ticks were collected from body
surface of examined animals and identified. Of all examined equids, 37.91% horses, and 4.16% donkeys were
infested with a total number of 357 ixodid ticks. Tick indices (tick number per animal) were 3.53. The highest
prevalence of hard ticks was found in >3 years-old equids in the region. There was significant difference between
prevalence and different age groups of infested animals. Of all examined ticks (357), three genera including
Hyalomma spp., Rhipicephalus spp. and Dermacentor spp. with four species. i.e. Hyalomma anatolicum (65.26%), H.
marginatum (10.64%), Rhipicephalus bursa (22.12%) and Dermacentor marginatus (1.96%) were identified. Ixodid
ticks’ infestations occured throughout the year with the highest prevalence in spring. There was significant difference
between prevalence of hard ticks and seasons in this study. The results revealed that species diversity and ixodid
ticks” infestations were prevalent in the equids of Turkman sahra, Iran.
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Table 2. Characteristics of infected equids with hard
ticks in Turkman Sahra region

. Age (%) Sex (%)
Animal 3< 3> Male Female
Horse 66 (72.52)  25(27.47) 42(46.51) 49 (53.84)
X?=13.700, P=0.000 X?=0.164, P=0.686
9(0.9) 1(0.1) 4(0.4) 6 (0.6)
Donkey X?=5.362, P=0.021 X?=2.144, P=0.143
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Table 1. Characteristics of studied equids in the
Turkman Sahra region

. Age Sex
Animal 3< 3> Male Female
Horse 93 61 69 85
Donkey 48 38 29 57
Total 139 99 98 142
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Table 3. Number of ticks collected from the bodies of equids studied by sex

. . Male Tick (%) Female (%)
Tick species Horse  Donkey Total Horse  Horse Total Total
Hyalomma anatolicum anatolicum 75 28 103 89 41 130 233 (65.26)
Hyalomma marginatum marginatum 19 9 28 9 1 10 38 (10.64)
Rhipicephalus bursa 32 16 48 23 8 31 79 (22.12)
Dermacentor marginatus 2 1 3 2 2 4 7 (1.96)
Total 83 24 153 (48.11) 65 27 165 (51.88) 357 (100)
Table 4. Tick’s infestation rate in different seasons of the year in the equids of Turkman Sahra region
Species diversity of hard ticks identified
Season Hyalomma a_matollcum Rhipicephalus bursa Hyalomma_margmatum Dermacentor marginatus
anatolicum marginatum
Horse  Donkey Total Horse  Donkey Total Horse  Donkey Total Horse Donkey  Total
- 186 63 28 7
Spring 128 58 (79.82) 44 19 (79.74) 19 9 (73.68) 4 3 (100)
39 16
Summer 28 1 (16.73) 1 5 (20.25) 7 1 8 (21.05) 0 0 0(0)
Autumn 6 0 6 (2.57) 0 0 0(0) 2 0 2(5.26) 0 0 0(0)
Winter 2 0 2(0.85) 0 0 0(0) 0 0 0(0) 0 0 0(0)
Total 164 69 233 55 24 79 28 10 38 4 3 7

Table 5. Number of ticks clinging to different parts of the body of equids in the Turkman Sahra region.

Tick species Avreas of the body (%)
Groin Testes Udder Tail Rectogenital Ear
Hyalomma anatolicum anatolicum 20.7 114 10.3 43.1 43 10.2
Hyalomma marginatum marginatum 25 2.9 10.8 49.6 5.3 6.4
Rhipicephalus bursa 14.7 7.4 8.7 55.3 3.7 10.2
Dermacentor marginatus 23.4 5.1 9.3 43.4 8.4 10.4
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