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Abstract

Burial traditions have not been formed all at once and in the long term numerous factors and
variables have played a role in its formation and continuation or obsolescence. Among these
factors, we can mention the influence and contacts made between different cultures, and in the
meantime, Zoroastrian culture can not be an exception to this rule and it can be said that the
burial practice in the Zoroastrian religion (Ossuary) probably has a long history among different
ethnic groups and nations, and these cultures were influential in adopting the burial practice
(Ossuary) in the Zoroastrian religion. Similar to the burial practice (Ossuary) in the Zoroastrian
religion, it has been found in the Iranian plate and Levant and Central Asian in the
Epipaleolithic period to the late Bronze Age. Therefore, the aim of this research is to evaluate
the relationship between the secondary burial practice during the Epipaleolithic period and the
time of the advent of Zoroastrian religion and its effect on the burial method in Zoroastrianism.
Accordingly, the present research seeks to answer the following questions: How early on and
how did the burial data of archaeology come from? And what is the connection between the
method of the second burial and burial in Zoroastrianism?. The method of this research is
descriptive-analytical, based on archaeological reports. In the present study, information was
obtained from archaeological reports and published articles about various sites of Iran's plateau
and Levant and Central Asia, of which secondary burials have been discovered. The philosophy
of doing this burial method could be different or a reason other than respect for nature, and these
secondary burials were probably carried out by non-sedentry groups that used permanent sites
for burial and probably died somewhere outside the facility, and the possibility of transferring
bodies to There were no grounds for burial, so the deceased were abandoned in the same place,
and later, after the loss of soft tissues, the bones were collected and buried in the graves in the
site.
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1.Introduction

The burial practice among Zoroastrians has been such that, The dead were placed on top of a
mountain so that their bodies could be eaten by carnivores, and after the meat was separated
from the bones by carnivores and wild animals, the bones were collected and buried in a place
intended for burial. Until the last century, this tradition has been common among the
Zoroastrians of Iran (Modi. 1937: 57). It can be said that the burial method (secondary burial)
that was formed in the epipaleolithic period, slowly with the formation of the Zoroastrian
tradition, somehow these burial rites left “1their effects on this burial tradition. Secundary burial
practice is also observed among different cultures, such as the Iranian plateau, the Levant and
Central Asia in the Neolithic and chalcolithic periods, As well as at the late Bronze Age
(Bactria—Margiana Archaeological Complex or BMAC Culture) (Sarianidi .2007: 297), and
ultimately accepted as a common funeral tradition in the Zoroastrian religion. Similar to these
funeral traditions, today prevail in the region of Mongolia and Tibet, which are known as
heavenly burials. Therefore, the purpose of this research is to study the background and history
of Zoroastrian burial practices from the Epipalaeolithic and Neolithic era, and the connection of
the funeral tradition in the Zoroastrian ritual with the secondary burial practice. The method of
this research is descriptive-analytical. In the present study, information was obtained from
archaeological reports and published articles about various sites of Iran's plateau and Levant and
Central Asia, with only secondary burials discovered. Finally, the questions have been answered
by analyzing the information and evidence obtained in different areas. In this study, the methods
of the secondary burial were studied from the beginning to the end of the Chalcolithic in the
Iranian plateau, and then compared with the contemporary site outside the Iranian plateau,
where the secondary burial was discovered, and then examined the secondary burial was dealt
with Late bronze age (BMAC) in the Central Asian, in order to assess the evolution of
secondary burial practices, traditions, beliefs and funerals in these areas. In Iran, from the
epipalaeolithic period in the Hutu cave in Behshahr, and in the Neolithic period, from the sites
of Chogha Sephid, Ali kosh, Ganj Dareh, Guran and Hajji Firuz (Figures 1-2) (unlike other
Neolithic settlements of Iran, much information was obtained about burial practices from the
site. The most commonly burial method used in these sites is the use of dakhma storeroom in
the corner of a room inside which the bones have been discovered), and during the chalcolithic
period, from the Choga Sofla of Behbahan and the Tape Hissar Damghan, and during the
Bronze Age from Hasanlu and Gilavan Cemetery in northwestern Iran, and in the shahrak-e
Firuzeh Neyshabur, a secondary burial It has been discovered. In the Levant region during the
epipalaeolithic, Neolithic and chalcolithic periods, many secondary burial have been discovered
from various sites(Grindell .1998: 144; Galili et al. 2005: 8; Erdem .2006: 26-28). In the Central
Asian region, a secondary burial site was also found on some of the chalcolithic sites. Also,
during the bronze period in this area, the secondary burial has also been identified in some
cemeteries of the BMAC culture (Figure 7) (Sarianidi. 2007: 166). In the oldest part of the
Vendidad, it has already been referred to the" secondary grave" - a simple pit, in which the dead
body was placed before it was buried. The excavations of the Gounor's northern palace revealed
that there was a "Dakhma" in the royal residence. According to the information presented in this
article, the method of secondary burial in Iran and beyond Iran from the Epipalaeolithic and
Neolithic periods seems to refer to some of the rituals whose most famous name is the burial
method in the Zoroastrian religion. Secondary burials in Iran, during the epipalaeolithic,
neolithic and chalcolithic periods, and in the Levant region during the Natufian period, then in
the Neolithic and chalcolithic periods, and in Central Asia during the bronze period, are
somewhat similar to those of Zoroastrian burials. This is how often after the destruction of soft
tissues, bone remains were buried in the soil, and the philosophy of doing this burial method
could have been different or a reason other than respect for nature, because at the same time
burial in these sites Incipient is also found. As previously mentioned, secondary burials were
probably carried out by non-sedentary groups that used permanent sites for burial and probably
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died somewhere outside the facility, and the possibility of transferring bodies to There were no
grounds for burial, so the deceased were abandoned in the same place, and later, after the loss of
soft tissues, the bones were collected and buried in the graves in the site.
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Figure 3: Secondary burial discovered from the Altit-Yam site (Galili et al. 2005: 11)
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Figure 4: Burial consisting of four skulls in the courtyard, Ain Ghazal site (Schmandt-Besserat.
2013: 17)
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Figure 5: a) Ossuary burial, b) Burial jar (Nativ & Gopher. 2010: 32)
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Figure 6: Copper-bronze seal with an eagle or vulture pecking at corpses. (Sarianidi. 2001: 162)
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Figure 7: Headless corpses in Burial No. 194, Gonur Cemetery (Sarianidi. 2007: 44)
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Figure 8: Mural of vultures and headless corpses, eighth layer of Catal Huyuk, late seventh
millennium BC. (Mellaart. 1967: 169)
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