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Abstract

What we call Islamic studies today stems from orientalism, which in recent centuries
has become a field of scientifically developed studies. Orientalism is Christians west
dates back to the founding of the council of the Church of Vienna in 1312AD,
establishing a chair for Arabic, Greek, Hebrew and syriac in the schools of Paris,
Oxford, Bologna and Salamanca. Orientalists were also mostly biblical scholars,
Semitic students, Islamologists, or Chinese scholars. However, some scholars believe
that orientalism dates back to the early 11" century. Other associate the beginning of
orientalism with the translation of Quran into Latin for the first time. In the twentieth
century, orientalism entered a new phase, called Islamic studies. Islamic studies is a
bridge from orientalism to religious studies in which scholars seek to engage in more
dialogue in religious studies by emphasizing new perspectives. Among the research, the
coexistence of Muslims and Christians in Andalusia is an issue that has been addressed.
In this study, researcher, faced with the question of what condition have created the
coexistence of Muslims and Christians studies? In addition, what has been the process
of formation of Islamic studies according to the created fields? In this study, question is
that the coexistence of Muslims and Christians in Andalusia was able to create
evangelical, economic and scientific fields of Islamic studies. The research method is
descriptive- analytical, and library method collect data. The results of this study indicate
that after the conquest of Spain, relations between Muslims and Christians were natural
and non-hostile. These relations continued in the following centuries, they chose Arabic
as their scientific and cultural language. With the spread of Islam in Andalusia, the
formation of Islamic civilization, the flourishing of the economy and dominance of
Muslim culture and literature evangelical, economic and scientific grounds were
provided for the knowledge of Muslims. After the beginning of the reconqueste
movement by Christians and the conquest Islamic cities, their attention to Muslim
science, technology and culture was aroused. In order to access the scientific treasures
that existed in Islamic libraries, the movement to translate Arabic books began. The
beginning of the translation movement in Andalusia established Islamic studies. Its
transmission by scholars who flocked to Spain, formed all over Europe spread Islamic
studies in Europe.

Keywords: Islamic studies, Andalusia, movement translation, Muslims, Christians.

1. Ph.D. Candidate History of Culture and Civilization of Islamic Nation, Department of History and
Archaeology, Islamic Azad University, Central Tehran Branch. Tehran. Iran.

2. Corresponding Author Email: mehrnaz_behroozi@yahoo.com.

Assistant Professor in Department of History and Archaeology Islamic Azad University, Central Tehran
Branch. Tehran. Iran.

arroentsoaely//:sany
L6¢6-TG¢¢ NSSI aulJuQ -88¢%-929¢ :NSSI ulid

Z¥92Y T €S¥692 120z sd4el/65022 0T @


mailto:mehrnaz_behroozi@yahoo.com
https://jarcs.ut.ac.ir/editor?_action=search&kw=%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%A8%DB%8C&fld=0&manu_statuss=0&sb_code=0&rev_limit=0&act_sday=2&act_smonth=9&act_syear=1400&act_eday=2&act_emonth=9&act_eyear=1400&rw_count_op=0&rw_count=0&rv_recom=0&go=
https://jarcs.ut.ac.ir/
https://jarcs.ut.ac.ir/
https://jarcs.ut.ac.ir/

The Context of the Formation of Islamic Studies in Europe with the Approach of Muslims and Christians' Integration.../48

1. Intuoduction

Islamic studies is a series of specialized studies derived from oriental studies. Christians Europe
first had to learn the Greek, Hebrew and Aramaic languages to which Christianity was
associated in order to understand the original roots of its civilization (Saeid, 1389, 97). They
also needed to recognized Muslim culture and religion as an enemy that had won the battlefield
for centuries in order to defend itself against it. Finally, in the Middle of Ages, with European
wanted to study science and Philosophy and this science was with Muslims and in Islamic
libreries. Christians had to learn Arabic to get it, so they turned to the language, culture and
literature of the orient.

In series of articles, Charles Burnett seeks to find the missing link in European civilization and
for this reason, and he has turned his attention to Islam in Spain. In this research, we used from
these articles.

In Iran, Morteza Asadi in his book “Islamic studies in the west” has paid attention to the Toledo.
Hematti Galian in his book, “MODAJARS” deals with the social context of Andalusia. Given
that there is very little information about the impact of coexistence of Muslims and Christians in
the formation of Islamic studies, this study conducted to investigate the dimension of Islamic
studies according to the coexistence approach of Muslims and Christians in Andalusia.

The most important questions in this research are the following:

1- What were the factors that created coexistence between Muslims and Christians in
Andalusia?

2-How did the results of the confrontation between Muslims and Christians lead to the
formation of Islamic studies.

The research hypothesis is that the tolerance and facilitation of Islamic governments in
Andalusia made it possible for Christians to learn science in various disciplines. After the
arrival of the Muslims in Spain in the eighth century AD, relations between Muslims, Jews and
Christians were generally normal and non-hostile. Christians accepted the political authority of
Muslims and were satisfied with their social situation. They remained in Spain and formed
Mozarabs and Movaled groups, mingling with Muslim culture and learning Arabic language
(Annan, 1380, 2/255). On the other hand, the cultural conditions in Andalusia made it possible
to study in different branches of science. Concerns about the progressive spread of Islamic
culture necessitated the knowledge of Islam and, consequently, the learning of Arabic languages
and study about Islam (Holilovic, 2017, 69). The familiarity of Christians with Arabic as a way
of understanding Islam led them to the sciences that preserved by Muslims, and thus established
Islamic studies.

The researcher seeks to express the evangelical, economic and scientific contexts affecting the
formation of Islamic studies and to examine the impact of the coexistence of Muslims and
Christians in to rope by examining the coexistence of Islamic studies.

This research was conducted use Analytical, descriptive and the library method has been to
collect data. First, we studied the historical sources and references about Islamic Spain and then
according to the subject, from the new studies taken, by analyzing the data, the present study
formed.

The results of this study showed that with spread of Islam in Andalusia, the formation of Islamic
civilization and economic prosperity, as well as the acceptance of Muslim culture and literature
among the Christians community, the evangelical, economic and scientific fields of Islamic
studies provided. In the face of Christianity with Islam, a group and planned movement of
priests to Andalusia its spread. The first program was to learn Arabic and was acquainted with
Islamic teachings. Some priests believed that war could not change Muslims and believed that
in order to influence Muslims, they must change the beliefs of Muslims (Sartun, 1383, 2/1566).
To do this, one most know their religion and heavenly book. The Church and the Empire
endorsed this idea and a group of Priests such as, St.Prter, Gerbert Ourliak, and Robert Keton
entered the Toledo translation school (Keritzek, 1964, 54). Sending student to Spanish cities
was common, with scholars and researchers from European cities traveling to Cordoba, Toledo
and Sivill to study in libraries and universities
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Movement as holly wars and the conguest of Islamic cities, Christians gained access to libraries
full of scholar books was the most important action to create scientific motivations of Islamic
studies. On the other hand, trade and commerce were factors in paying attention to Muslim
culture.

In business, ideas exchanged. Andalusia, with its special geographical location, proximity to the
seas, growth and production of the products, slave trade privilege, was recognize as one of the
profitable and wealthy lands. In the fourth century AH, Muslims transported all kinds of goods
by land and the Mediterranean Sea (Metz, 1362, 2/507). Relation between Muslims and
Christians in Europe were not limited to the holy war and the Crusades, and trade was
influential. In the meantime, ideas were exchanged and its path. It was mainly from Islamic
lands to Christian territory (Hourani, 1387, 120). After dominating Islamic cities, Christians
rulers gradually regained their lost power and began extensive relations with southern France.
Guest- houses were built and market demand, craftsmen and merchants were invited to Spain.
These people played an effective role in transferring Muslim knowledge to Europe. Economic
prosperity shaped the economic motivations of Islamic studies. Thus, the motivations for
Islamic studies were formed during the centuries of coexistence of Muslims and Chtistians in
Andalusia.
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