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Today, the nature of the design and monitoring the visual aspects affecting the enrichment and forma-
tion of the rural environment and the villagers’ experiences of its physical appearance face shortcomings.
Itis necessary to identify the factors of the visual organization and study its effect on the physical appear-
ance of the village to provide a more comprehensive description of this phenomenon. This research is
exploratory in nature and descriptive survey in terms of the data collection method. The data required
for the research were collected through documentary content analysis and the Delphi survey. The sta-
tistical population consists of 10 people in the Delphi section and 265 experts in the survey section who
were interviewed after the validity and reliability of the questionnaire was confirmed by professors and
Cronbach's alpha technique. To analyze the research data, one-sample t-test, Pearson correlation coef-
ficient and Regression Analysis were used, the results of which showed that out of 53 evaluated indica-
tors in four aspects of aesthetics-formal, activity-functional, cognitive-perceptual, and biological-natural,
decorations and materials had the highest effect with an overall weight of 4.52, and the balance indicator

Key words: with the score of 2.24 had the lowest impact on the visual organization of the village. Furthermore, the
Physical Appear- © research findings showed a significant positive relationship between the stated factors and indicators.
ance, Village According to the regression analysis, 61% of the factors of the visual organization result in improving
Landscape, Visual the physical appearance of the village. Among the four factors, the cognitive-perceptual factor with the
Organization © impact factor of 0.378 had the most effect on the improvement of the physical appearance of the village.
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Extended Abstract tion of the environment are considered as one of the most

important issues today that are currently considered by ru-

1. Introduction ral authorities and planners. Considering this feature, both

naturally and artificially, can have a positive or negative

ural appearance and landscape as ele- effect on rural attractiveness and contribute to strengthen-

ments affecting people's visual percep- ing values such as physical identity, visual formal aesthet-
P S PP PRI -

* Corresponding Author:

Jamal-e-Din Mahdi nejad, PhD

Address: Department of Architecture, Faculty of Architecture and Urban Engineering, Shahid Rajaee Teacher Training University, Tehran, Iran.
Tel: +98 (912) 1580343

E-mail: Mahdinejad@sru.ac.ir



http://dx.doi.org/ 10.22059/jrur.2021.325171.1642 
http://dx.doi.org/ 10.22059/jrur.2021.325171.1642 
http://dx.doi.org/ 10.22059/jrur.2021.325171.1642 
http://dx.doi.org/ 10.22059/jrur.2021.325171.1642 

Autumn 2021. Vol 12. Num 3

ics and many formal features of rural texture. The inad-
equate situation of physical renovation and improvement
of villages, lack of integrated rules for new constructions
in rural areas and lack of coherence and coordination of
physical elements of new texture with the old one on the
one hand and the existence of numerous visual potentials
in rural areas, on the other hand, leads to considering the
vital aspects of appearance and rural landscapes in the
spatial and physical structure of the village and its impact
on people's visual perception of the village and a place
and theoretical formulation of visual organization param-
eters in the country's villages. Therefore, due to the nature
of planning and monitoring the visual aspects effective
in enriching the formation of the rural environment and
the experience of the villagers of its physical appearance
faces some shortcomings, and identifying the factors af-
fecting the design aspects of the physical appearance of
the village is necessary to improve the quality of the worn
and unpleasant appearance of today's villages.

2. Methodology

The present research has a mixed-method (quantitative-
qualitative) and is a descriptive survey in terms of the ba-
sic purpose, the nature of exploratory research and data
collection. The data required for the research were collect-
ed through documentary content analysis and the Delphi
survey. To obtain an overview of the level of evaluation
of experts of visual organization factors, one-sample t-test
was used. Moreover, to explain the relationship between
visual organization factors and physical appearance, the
Pearson correlation coefficient was calculated for each
pair of factors and indicators using SPSS software.

3. Results

In the first stage, 53 indicators in 4 dimensions of aes-
thetics-formal, activity-functional, cognitive-perceptual,
and biological-natural were identified for visual organi-
zation using the content analysis method and the Delphi
method. In the second stage, the status of each indicator
was evaluated using the one-sample t-test method, indi-
cating that indices of decorations and materials with a
total weight score of 4.52 have the most impact and the
balance index with a score of 2.24 has the least impact on
the visual organization of the village. In the third stage,
the results of correlation showed that among the factors
of visual organization, the highest correlation was related
to perceptual-cognitive and functional-activity factors
with a correlation coefficient of 0.535. In the fourth stage,
the results indicated a significant positive relationship be-
tween these factors and indicators, and 61% of the visual
organizing factors improved the physical appearance of
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the village based on regression analysis. Among these
factors, the perceptual-cognitive factor with an impact
factor of 0.378 had the greatest effect on improving the
physical appearance of the village.

4. Discussion

The regression results have indicated that among the
four factors, the perceptual-cognitive factor has the great-
est effect on improving the physical appearance of the
village. This means that perception, which is the basis
for the interpretation and evaluation of physical appear-
ance, stimulates the sense of sight and, as a result, better
perception of people. Therefore, the designer can con-
sciously use visual elements appropriate to the nature of
each space and choose spatial, structural and coordinating
relations between the floor, body and elements located in
it with each other and with the surrounding environment,
as well as awareness of people's visual preferences and
extract common meanings among different types of space
users to create an environment suitable for observers and
the desired image.

5. Conclusion

The reason that rural appearance is devoid of quality and
does not induce peace and use of space in contemporary
villages today is the lack of attention of rural planners and
managers who have not yet prepared a comprehensive
plan to tackle this issue. If the visual symbolic features
used in the village image, which has a direct role in rural
development and improving the life and attitude of vil-
lagers to the rural environment, are not designed in ac-
cordance with the space and perceptual capacity of the
public, it will lead to the poor reading of the village, dis-
torted mental image and as a result, the mutually unfa-
vorable communication. Accordingly, it is not possible to
intervene in the environment without sufficient attention
to the processes of understanding the environment by the
people and their mechanisms. Therefore, the face of the
village can be improved by considering the results of this
research and a desirable image can be created based on
environmental conditions and human needs in a logical
and proportionate manner.
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