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ABSTRACT

The main purpose of this research is Investigating the effect of social capital on the performance of
WUASs in Lorestan province. This is applied research. The statistical population included all
farmers in Lorestan province (N = 1978). 265 farmers were selected by Cochran's
formula. The research tool was a questionnaire that examined farmers 'participation, farmers'
social capital, and the performance of WUAs. The results of this study showed that the
performance of these organizations has been successful in reducing disputes between farmers
and fair distribution of water as well as security for the timely delivery of water. The results
showed that in the "structural dimension" the highest scores were as follows:"Participation in
decision-making and member relationships and managerial responsibility."Also in the
"dimension of cognition", the highest score was as follows:"Components of Behavior, Trust
and Value". It was also found that participation has a direct role in influencing the
performance of WUAs and these components account for 76.2% of the variance of the
dependent variable.
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Objectives

WUA:Ss is one of the most effective ways of managing agricultural water resources. Farmers'
participation in WUAs promotes social capital .It is also observed that WUAs plays an
important role in solving irrigation problems.

Methods
This is applied research. The statistical population included all farmers in Lorestan province
(N = 1978). 265 farmers were selected by Cochran's formula. The research tool was a
guestionnaire that examined farmers 'participation, farmers' social capital, and the performance
of WUAs.

Results

The results of this study showed that the performance of these organizations has been
successful in reducing disputes between farmers and fair distribution of water as well as
security for the timely delivery of water. According to the SCAT model, the concept of social
capital has a structural and cognitive dimension, which were evaluated in this study. The
results showed that in the "structural dimension” the highest scores were as follows:
"Participation in decision-making and member relationships and managerial responsibility."
Also in the "dimension of cognition”, the highest score was as follows:

"Components of Behavior, Trust and Value". It was also found that participation has a direct
role in influencing the performance of WUAs and these components account for 76.2% of the
variance of the dependent variable.
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Discussion

The results showed that cooperation in decision making and relationships between members
has the greatest impact on the level of participation of farmers. But a closer look reveals that
farmers are members of WUAs based on common interests. It has even been observed that
farmers are dissatisfied with the performance of the authorities. Other results showed that
farmers were reluctant to participate economically and were not willing to support the project
financially, but in other cases, they were highly involved. Other results also show that the
variable "participation” has a direct effect on the "performance of WUAs"
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