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Sense of place is a factor that transforms the space into a place with special behavioral and emotional
characteristics for people. This sense can lead to pro-environmental behavior. Therefore, the main purpose
of this study was to assess the sense of place of local people and tourists in Cheshme Belgheis Garden of
Choram and its relation to their pro-environmental behaviors. The research population of the study consist-
ed of local people who were located at least 20 km from the garden and tourists who visited the Cheshme
Belgheis Garden of Choram. The sample of the study included 96 local people and 96 tourists who visited
the garden during the period of the study. A questionnaire was used to collect data. The validity of the ques-
tionnaire was confirmed by a panel of experts and its reliability was obtained by performing a single study
and the Cronbach's alpha coefficient was calculated for all seven different sense levels (0.80 to 0.90 ), indicat-

Key words: ing the desired reliability of the questionnaire. The results showed that both local people (3.93) and tour-
Cheshme Belghei, ists (3.61) are at a desirable level in terms of sense of place and pro-environmental behavior. The results of
Choram County, comparing the means between the two groups of tourists and hosts also indicated that there is a significant
Pro-environmental difference between the two groups in terms of place sense. However, there was no significant difference
Behavior, Sense © between the two groups in pro-environmental behavior. The results showed that there was no correlation
of Place, Natural between pro-environmental behavior and the sense of place of the two target groups. Finally considering
Tourist © the results of the study, some suggestions have been provided to improve the condition of the garden.

Copyright © 2021, Journal of Rural Research. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-noncommer-
cial 4.0 International License which permits copy and redistribute the material just in noncommercial usages, provided the original work is properly cited.

Extended Abstract challenge for many professionals in the relevant domains.
Providing protection from natural resources for humans
1. Introduction is essential, especially in developing countries with vul-
nerable environments. Nowadays, many social and eco-
he concept of location and sense of nomic scientists believe that we must protect natural re-
place is one of the most important issues sources, people need to pay attention to the sense of place
facing urban and rural spaces and is a
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and the strengthening of a sense of place is a suitable tool
for exercising pro-environmental behaviors. Pro-environ-
mental behavior is, in fact, the visible response of people
for the protection of natural resources. Accordingly, this
study aimed to investigate the sense of place and pro-en-
vironmental behavior of local people and tourists in the
Cheshme Belgheis Garden of Choram

2. Methodology

This study is a case study, in terms of nature and pur-
pose, respectively quantitative and practical, and in terms
of data collection, it is a descriptive research carried out
using survey technique. In terms of statistical methods,
the type of analysis is a multivariate analysis that is tech-
niques dependent. The population consisted of local ru-
ral people living in the resort area of Cheshme Belgheis
Garden who lived about 30 kilometers from the garden
and the tourists who visited the garden in April 2016. The
sample size of the local people was calculated according

to Bartlett et al. (2001) table sample size (96 people) but
because the tourist population was unlimited, one tourist
was selected for each local people as a sample. The data
collection tool was a researcher-made questionnaire con-
sisting of three parts of individual characteristics, 69 items
in the Likert scale (values of 1- strongly disagree to 5-
strongly agree) in seven dimensions of sense of place and
12 items for pro-environmental behavior based on prior
theories and studies. The questionnaire was prepared and
provided to a panel of academic and executive special-
ists. After receiving comments, the necessary corrections
were made and its scientific validity was confirmed. A
pilot study was conducted outside the statistical commu-
nity to evaluate the reliability of the research instrument.
Cronbach's alpha coefficient was calculated for the seven
levels of sense of place. The results indicate the desired
reliability of the research instrument. The data were ana-
lyzed with the aid of SPSS 22 software.

3. Results

The results of chi-square statistics show that there is no
significant difference between the two groups of tourists
and hosts in the score obtained for seven dimensions of
sense of place. The mean responses of the respondents
to the natural treatment showed that the tourist group had
better pro-environmental behavior than the local people,
but the difference was not great. Given the similarity be-
tween the mean dimensions of sense of place and pro-
environmental behavior in the two groups of local people
and tourists, it was shown that the results of k-mean cluster
analysis of individuals within the two clusters in terms of
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three characteristics of pro-environmental behavior, sense
of place and number of household members were on one
level. Also, the results of the independent t-test showed
that there is a significant difference for seven dimensions
of sense of place between respondents’ viewpoints of
both groups and there is no significant difference in terms
of protective behavior, but both groups are similar in be-
havior. Also, the Pearson correlation results showed that
there was no correlation between the pro-environmental
behavior variable and a sense of place in the two groups.

4. Discussion

Both local people and tourist groups have a similar un-
derstanding of their relationship to the environment and
have good environmental ethics in dealing with nature.
The study population value nature and feel responsible
for future generations. Given the role of sense of place
in determining human behavior towards nature, therefore,
one of the primary requirements for nature conservation,
especially tourism areas, can be sought in reinforcing and
improving a sense of place among the community.

5. Conclusion

According to the results of previous research, the sense
of place for the two groups of local people and tourists
is in good condition and the average environmental be-
havior of individuals is above average. But contrary to
other research outside of Iran, there is no significant rela-
tionship between protective behavior variable and sense
of place. There is also no correlation between age and
sense of place. In the present study, the mean age of the
respondents in the two groups was 30.24, which is in line
with other research results which showed that individu-
als prefer to change their place of residence when they
are in middle age (30-40). The results also showed that
the number of family members had no effect on their at-
tachment to their home, neighborhood, and city, which is
consistent with past research. One can improve the sense
of place for people in the tourism area of the garden of
Belgheis of Choram and better protect it by improving
the infrastructure, training, and awareness of the people
living in the area and holding courses for better protection
of natural resources by the provincial government.
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