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Abstract

Introduction: The historic revival of the political Islam late 1970s and the
establishment of the Islamic Republic in Iran as an unprecedented form of
government has attracted many international scholars for four decades. From
the very beginning of this socio-political transition in Iran, the status of
women and their rights and empowerment have been of high priority under
an Islamic government. The Islamic Republic has become an enabling force
to bring an exceptional opportunity for Iranian women to acknowledge their
position in individual and social capacities. Simultaneously, the definition of
womanhood and women’s social mission and role taking has changed a lot
based on new Islamic cultural values and laws in the Islamic Republic. In
parallel, some new and different interpretations came to surface in particular
during Mohammad Khatami’s presidency and under the title of dynamic
jurisprudence was giving way to Islamic feminism. Islamic feminists claim
to re-interpret Quran and the Prophet’s Sunnah in terms of modern gender
equality and women’s socio-political participation. However, “Islamic” and
“feminism” sounds paradoxical to many critics, “Islamic feminism” is a
named phenomenon and a theorized body of knowledge that got its climax in
1990s as it sounds to remain significant in the 21* century.
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Method: The present study is an attempt to seize the focal discursive nodes
of Islamic feminism regarding both academic and journalistic literature with
acknowledging the fact that many of the current Islamic feminists are not
even located in Iran as they produce and publish such knowledge in
European and American universities. The present study, thus, addresses
various academic and journalistic publications to unveil the focal nodes that
constructs the discourse of Islamic feminism in Iran. It has covered a vast
literature including 40 articles, book chapters and books in the Islamic
feminism genre to unveil its discursive construction in Iran. It employs
Laclau and Mouffe’s approach to critical discourse analysis: it finds the most
frequent concepts that imply the re-reading of Islam in terms of gender
equality and women’s rights and empowerment.

Results and discussion: The study indicates that Islamic feminism that has
developed in response to the political Islam discursively focuses on four
major themes, including a) criticizing the Islamic Republic for reductionism
in women’s identity into the domestic and communal roles, b) emphasis on
human dignity to achieve the legal equality, ¢c) demand on halting gender-
based discriminatory legislature, and finally, d) fostering women’s
participation in civil society.

Conclusion: To provide a compatible version of Islam with women’s
modern needs and wishes is a dilemma with which many Muslim scholars
and activists are faced. Islamic feminists in Iran challenge the pervasive
narrative of womanhood post Revolution since they believe it has
undermined women’s position as individuals and reinforced men’s power
and control over women. Studies such as the present one paves the way for a
vigorous dialogue between Islam and modernity in the field of gender. It
draws the complex status of modern Muslim women in border thinking
between Islam and modernity.
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2. self-production
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