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ABSTRACT

In recent decade, improving of business ecosystem has attracted the attention of policy-makers.
In the research area, although some studies appraised efficacious factors on development of
country's business ecosystem in its general meaning, its identification and conceptualization in
specific subject areas have been neglected. In this regard, the current exploratory study has been
conducted in order to identification and explanation of constituent components of rural women's
enterprise ecosystem in Guilan and Mazandaran provinces. Research sample individuals have been
selected in terms of non-probability sampling. The qualitative data were collected by conducting
detailed semi-structured interviews to obtain theoretical saturation, and then analyzed through
applying ATLAS.ti software. Finding of this section categorized the conceptual emergent codes
from detailed interviews with 24 key informants into 9 super-families of constituent components of
rural woman's enterprise ecosystem. Consequently, applying a researcher-made questionnaire, the 9
emergent categories were reciprocally compared in the hierarchical analysis process with the use of
Super Decision software. Findings showed rural woman's enterprise ecosystem has different entity,
combination and priorities in comparison to large-scale industrial enterprises and even small rural
enterprises controlled by men. Among resulting conceptual categories, market condition;
government's main strategies and politics; regulations; physical and biological infrastructures had
the highest weights respectively, with a considerable interval from the other components, implying
on their priorities and attention necessity in supportive projects for rural women's regional
enterprises.

Keywords: rural development, rural microenterprises, women empowerment, agricultural value
chain.

Extended Abstract
Objectives

In recent decade, improving of business ecosystem to support economic enterprises has attracted
the attention of policy-makers. In the research area, although some studies appraised efficacious
factors on development of Iranian business ecosystem in its general meaning, its identification and
conceptualization in specific subject areas has been neglected. In this regard, the current
exploratory study applying the assumptions of mixed research paradigm has been conducted in
order to identification and explanation of constituent components of rural women's enterprise
ecosystem and also the level of their contingency importance for related women's enterprises of
Guilan and Mazandaran Provinces.
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Methods

The research carried out for this paper was done between January 2018 and September 2019 in
Iran. A sequential mixed methods research design was developed to explore conceptual
components of enterprises ecosystem. In both quantitative and qualitative phases, research sample
individuals have been selected in terms of non-probability snowball sampling technique. In the first
stage, 24 key informants including some prominent academic experts, senior executive
administrators and representatives of rural women enterprise owners were purposively selected on
the basis of their executive positions, career records, and also teaching and researching
backgrounds. The qualitative data were collected by using a researcher-made protocol, conducting
detailed semi-structured interviews with key informants as far as reaching theoretical saturation.
Then, the obtained data were coded, compared and categorized using ATLAS.ti software.
Consequently, applying a researcher-made questionnaire in quantitative phase, the emergent
grounded categories were reciprocally compared by a group of 10 scholars. For this end, 9
emergent categories were horizontally and vertically entered into the data matrix in the
questionnaire and interviewees were requested to express their viewpoints about the priority of
row’s item proportional to related column’s item in each cell of the pairwise comparison matrix on
a continuum from 1 to 9. Related data were analyzed with the use of Super Decision software in the
analytical hierarchical process. After calculation of ultimate weights, the priorities of the
conceptual grounded categories in the regional enterprises ecosystem were obtained. It should be
mentioned the inconsistency rate of the scholar viewpoints was calculated in acceptable
delimitation (IR=0.061).

Results

According to the qualitative findings, the grounded open codes couple with the theoretical free
codes were repeatedly compared and finally categorized into 9 conceptual super-families of
constituent components of rural woman's enterprise ecosystem. The titles of these 9 emergent
categories and also their priorities which came out from calculated ultimate weights through AHP
include market condition (0.196); government's main strategies and politics (0.176); regulations
(0.167); physical and biological infrastructures in the region (0.159); institutional development
(0.087); straightforward executive and bureaucratic procedures (0.073); knowledge management
system (0.056); culture of the society (0.046); and judicial, control and security system (0.041),
respectively.

Discussion

This study highlights the necessity of precise recognition of rural women’s enterprises
ecosystem. Actually, we believe the lack of appropriate insight of this conceptual phenomenon
would lead to many operational and executive difficulties such as duplicating services and wasting
scarce resources, and most important would cause rural women’s disappointment and failure in
launching and managing their microenterprises and other economic activities. Our findings in
qualitative section indicate the ordinary and conventional indicators which use to judge the
condition of large-scale enterprises ecosystem could not be suitable in order to appraise the
desirability of the rural women’s micro-enterprises atmosphere. In contrast, there is an obvious
need to develop specific indicators for investigating the situation of their ecosystem. For example,
some emergent conceptual components in this research such as institutional development in the
local society, culture of the local society, level of public security, performance of research system,
and qualification of informal education could be very crucial in this regard. Furthermore, according
to the results of AHP, we believe the conceptual categories of enterprise ecosystem do not have the
same priorities. So that, market condition was rated as the most important superfamily in terms of
its influence on the situation of the rural women’s enterprises ecosystem. At the same time,
judicial, control and security system had the lowest priority with the one fifth importance of the
first one.

The aforementioned emergent conceptual categories and their priorities could be used by policy-
makers in designing supportive projects for rural women's regional enterprises. However, the
priorities of the conceptual grounded categories and their related weights could not be necessarily
generalizable to other rural regions and must be investigated and validated according to the
contingency context.
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