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ABSTRACT

Collective disputes in the community are one of the issues that could jeopardize peace and security and
as a result, the quality of life of people. In this study, the main purpose of researchers was to study the
origins of the conflict. The rural village under study was Emamzadeh Abdullah (AS) in the central part of
Hendinjan City, Khuzestan. Researchers used data collection techniques such as interviews and obser-
vations. Data analysis was performed using the thematic analysis technique. Using snowball sampling,
10 people have been identified and studied. The author also conducted two group interviews with a
6-member group and a 3-member group. Results were collected in three economic, social and cultural
aspects. The roots of the conflict in different sections were: the economic section (limited resources,
property rights), cultural section (ignoring convention, ethnicity), and social section, which were iden-
tified as additional factors aggravating the conflict including weakness of social capital outside group,
stimulation of the youth by the elders, and social unawareness. The findings also showed that the con-
sequences of conflict in this study include: the reduction of social cohesion, social breakdown, damage
to life and property, lack of tendency to investment, growth malice, increase in court cases, and lack of
progress in the village.

Copyright © 2020, Journal of Rural Research. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-noncommer-
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Extended Abstract main purpose of researchers was to study the origins of
the conflict. The rural village under study was Emamza-

1. Introduction deh Abdullah (AS) in the central part of Hendinjan City,
Khuzestan.

ollective disputes in the community are

one of the issues that could jeopardize
peace and security and as a result, the
quality of life of people. In this study, the

* Corresponding Author:

Zahra Darvishi

Address: Department of Development Studies, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.
Tel: +98 (916) 8517498
E-mail: zdarvishi@ut.ac.ir



http://dx.doi.org/ 10.22059/jrur.2020.286824.1431 
http://dx.doi.org/ 10.22059/jrur.2020.286824.1431 
http://dx.doi.org/ 10.22059/jrur.2020.286824.1431 
http://dx.doi.org/ 10.22059/jrur.2020.286824.1431 

Autumn 2020. Vol 11. Num 3

2. Methodology

Researchers used data collection techniques such as in-
terviews and observations. Data analysis was performed
using the thematic analysis technique. In the present study,
using snowball sampling, 10 people have been identified
and studied. The author also conducted two group inter-
views with a 6-member group and a 3-member group.

3. Results

Results were collected in three economic, social and cul-
tural aspects. The roots of the conflict in different sections
were: the economic section (limited resources, property
rights), cultural section (ignoring convention, ethnicity),
and social section, which were identified as additional
factors aggravating the conflict including: weakness of
social capital outside group, stimulation of the youth by
the elders, and social unawareness. The findings also
showed that the consequences of conflict in this study in-
clude: the reduction of social cohesion, social breakdown,
damage to life and property, lack of tendency to invest-
ment, growth malice, increase in court cases, and lack of
progress in the village.

4. Discussion

Findings indicate that economic factors such as limit-
ed resources, property rights of individuals and cultural
factors such as tribalism and disregard for custom, have
formed the main roots of the conflict. Limited resources
and relative deprivation of these resources have caused
people to feel deprived and quarrel with each other to ac-
cess these resources. The authors conclude that, in addi-
tion to resource constraints, the poor definition of indi-
vidual property rights by the official institution plays an
important role in conflicts between residents. When prop-
erty rights are not legally protected, people will be forced
to resort to neighborhood relations and local arrange-
ments to protect their property rights and to be taken seri-
ously only by their relatives and neighbors as parties to
the contract. If individuals' property rights and geographi-
cal directions are correctly determined, the causes of the
conflict are reduced. Distorted property rights have re-
duced social capital, and reduced social capital has led to
a lack of empathy and understanding between tribes when
problems arise, and a lack of empathy for individuals has
led to a growing grudge in the village. What exacerbates
the property rights dispute is the claim of the Natural Re-
sources Organization to take over individuals' lands. Fear
and anxiety of people to lose their lands have increased
the conflicts with the Natural Resources Organization and
sometimes increased the conflict between tribes. The es-
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calation of the conflict between the tribes has led to a de-
crease in cooperation and participation. Over time, some
customs have become institutionalized among the people
and have become so strong that they have become laws.
One of the informal or customary laws among the inhabit-
ants is to respect the privacy of others. The protection of
privacy, which has long been determined by the elders,
has considered any violation of it as disregard for custom
and has caused strife in the village. However, ethnicity
and prejudice towards one's own tribe cause cohesion and
harmony among the people of that tribe. In fact, they cre-
ate social capital within the group. Sometimes, they solve
the ambiguities that exist within the tribe itself. But at the
same time, the prejudice that people have towards their
own tribe has reduced cohesion outside the group that is
necessary to maintain order in the village, and everyone
just follows their tribe.

5. Conclusion

Trying to reduce conflict and its harms is not easy and
requires social education. Of course, it should be added
that education alone is not enough, and this education
must be reflected in people's lives to achieve the desired
result in reducing conflict and social harm. Finally, it is
suggested that in order to study the issue of conflict in
different dimensions, future researchers should examine
the role of indigenous institutions in reducing conflict and
also the role of educated people from rural areas in in-
creasing collective conflicts.
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