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ABSTRACT

Natural resources are valuable gifts that God has granted to humane who benefit from it
carelessly. Proper and fair use of these resources is human task that any person directly or
indirectly associated with it. Thus, considering public participation in environmental conservation
is a matter of great concern. In this regard, this study aimed to examine the challenges and
strategies for attracting public participation in environmental conservation projects in rural areas. A
survey was conducted among intermediate managers of the department of natural resources and
watershed of Zanjan province (N=132). 105 of managers were surveyed based on random
sampling. The main tool of this study was questionnaire; face validity of which was approved by a
panel of experts. For determining the reliability of questionnaire, Cronbaches' alpha coefficient was
calculated which for the main scale of questionnaire (0¢>0.7). Analysis of data was done with
SPSS/windows. The results of factor analysis indicated that from respondents' viewpoint
challenges to public participation in environmental conservation projects were categorized in four-
factor including; "lack of projects quick impact”, "lack of familiarity with the techniques of
participation," "the lack of legal criteria for people and government agent about participation™ and
"lack of attention to people's demands". Totally, these four factors could explain 65.78 percent of
the total variance. Furthermore, from respondents' viewpoint strategies of public participation in
environmental conservation projects were categorized in the three factors including: "counseling
with people and participatory monitoring", "informing people about the project” and "financial
support and incentives" that totally explained 69.10 percent of total variance.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Objectives

Today, environmental protection and environmental crises have become one of the most
important issues in managing countries. Environmental issues are on the agenda of most
governments in the world at both domestic and international levels. The natural resource
management and public policy literature recommends the inclusion of stakeholders and their
interests in decision-making and planning processes, which suggests that stakeholder inclusion
contributes to, or increases the likelihood of, better decision-making, increased social learning, and
community support for project outcomes.

Methods
The present study is a non-experimental, descriptive, field and survey research. The statistical
population of this study consisted of middle and staff managers of Zanjan province's Department of
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Natural Resources and Watershed Management. (N=132). According to Cochran sampling
formula, 105 of them were selected through stratified random sampling. To obtain the samples, a
proportional stratified sampling method was used, which after calculating, the number of samples
was assigned to each of the two districts and headquarters; then, referring to the sample framework,
the number of respondents The subjects were randomly selected in each class and then the required
data were collected through guestionnaires.

Results

The results of factor analysis indicated that from respondents' viewpoint challenges to public
participation in environmental conservation projects were categorized in four-factor including;
"lack of projects quick impact”, "lack of familiarity with the techniques of participation,” "the lack
of legal criteria for people and government agent about participation” and "lack of attention to
people's demands”. Totally, these four factors could explain 65.78 percent of the total variance.
Furthermore, from respondents' viewpoint strategies of public participation in environmental
conservation projects were categorized in the three factors including: "counseling with people and
participatory monitoring"”, "informing people about the project" and "financial support and
incentives" that totally explained 69.10 percent of total variance.

Discussion

Specific conditions, needs, issues and priorities of the different regions should be considered for
the formulation of programs, especially those related to natural resource conservation plans, only if
people are willing to participate. Forming community associations and mutual communication
between people and authorities, preparing natural resource plans appropriate to the circumstances
and ability of stakeholders.
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