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28 Logos.

29 Ethos.

30 Pathos.

31 Invention.

32 Disposition.

33 Elocution.

34 Memoratio.

35 Pronuntiatio.

36 Action.

37 Res.

38 Verba.

39 Loci Topici.

40 Sedes Argumentorum.

41 Locus Notationis.

42 Locus Oppositorum.

43 Locus Exemplorum.

44 Locus Causae Materialis.

45 Locus Circumstantiarum.
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he analogy between music and language was

common from antiquity. During the Renais-
sance and the growth of humanism, renewed interest
in linguistic disciplines was to have profound effect on
virtually all aspects of academic and artistic endeav-
ors throughout Europe. During this time, music was
considered not only as a numerical or speculative
science but also as a linguistic one; Music was the
means of exegetic expressing, transmitting the con-
cepts of the text. This view shaped the deep connec-
tion between music and rhetoric and this interrelation-
ship evolved over the Baroque period. The increased
significance of language and linguistic disciplines
resulted in a growing influence of rhetorical concepts
on musical thought. Therefore, musicians tended to
exploit the persuasive power of rhetoric to use in the
musical compositions. The German baroque compos-
ers seeking to emphasize the orderly and eloquent
construction of pieces, used rhetorical structure and
musical-rhetorical figures in musical contexts. Johann
Sebastian Bach, under the influence of the composi-
tional German baroque tradition, wrote various com-
positions based on rhetorical principles of the baroque
music. Hence, in order to achieve a deep understand-
ing of the music of J. S. Bach, identification of the rhe-
torical aspects used in his works cannot be ignored
in the interpretative process. The present study, first
explains the historical interrelationship between music
and rhetoric, then with a glimpse of the structural prin-
ciples of rhetoric in oratory, delineates the application
of these rules in the creation of a musical composition
and then describes Mattheson’s rhetorical model of
musical creation in a comparative manner. Finally, this

study investigates the rhetorical structure and musical-
rhetorical figures in the Prelude from cello suite no.3 in
C major BWV 1009; the Prelude was analyzed based
on Mattheson’s rhetorical model of composition. This
model divides the process of musical creation into five
stages based on rhetorical canons: inventio, disposi-
tio, elaboratio, decoratio, and executio. The rhetorical
analysis of the prelude showed that a flawless rhetori-
cal structure was designed in the stage of dispositio,
which contains six-part divisions: exordium, narratio,
propositio, confirmatio, confutatio, and peroratio. The
exordium was found in mm.1-2; the narratio was set
in mm. 2-7; the propositio was expanded in mm. 7-45;
the confirmatio was occurred in mm. 45- 71 with the
subdivision part of the digressio in mm. 61-71; the
confutatio was settled in mm. 71-82; finally, the per-
oratio was founded in mm. 82-88. In addition, some
musical-rhetorical figures were identified in this Pre-
lude. For instance, J. S. Bach used the tirata perfecta
figure in both exordium and peroratio sections and
applied the abruptio figure in the confutatio section.
These figures were used in order to arouse affections
in the listener and to represent particular concepts
based of the Baroque musica poetica tradition. This
descriptive-analytic study shows how J. S. Bach used
musical elements, such as rhythm, silence, intervals,
harmony, etc. and the rhetorical modes of persuasion
(ethos, logos, and pathos) appropriately in a perfect
rhetorical structure, attempting to affect the listeners
and to gain their persuasion.
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