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Abstract

The intelligibility of the belief in the existence of God is the most important issue in
religious epistemology. Zagzebski’s conception of virtue-based epistemology both
criticizes the externalist and individualist viewpoints of reformed epistemology and
emphasizes the voluntariness of the belief and its influence by the community. In
this stance, the authoritativeness of the religious belief is explained based on the
virtue of “epistemic trust” on oneself and other members of the epistemic
community. Therefore, the believers’ belief in the existence of God at different
times and places can be the basis of the authoritativeness of one’s belief in the
existence of God. This issue has been explained via an argumentation that indicates
the superiority of epistemic universality over epistemic self-determinism and
epistemic self-centrism.
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Perspectives from Ethics and Epistemology, Oxford: Clarendon Press, 2003.

& zagzebski, |. & fairweather, A virtue epistemology: essays on epistemic virtue and
responsibility, Oxford: oxford University Press, 2001.

& Zagzebski, Linda,” From Reliabilism to Virtue Epistemology” The Proceedings of the
Twentieth World Congress of Philosophy, 5(2000): 173-179.

& “Virtue in Ethics and Epistemology”, Proceedings of the American Catholic Philosophical
Association, 71 (1997): 1-17.

& Virtues of the Mind: An Inquiry into the Nature of Virtue and the Ethical Foundations of
Knowledge, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996.

2. Trust


http://philpapers.org/s/Michael%20R.%20DePaul
http://philpapers.org/s/Linda%20Trinkaus%20Zagzebski

3§19l Clgiine (e )3 0T W] (ol jro (riud sl
Ladly s slitel 5 ol Say b 65 e v ol Bun 3 addmDol ulisid jme 3 sl
Sl (ol SV ot e KDy o el ol 3 dals s sl 05 4l
3o g0 slae)l S a4 bl sl b ime sl Kty i 5lcd e by sl
OLedl Ll 035wl Blate b 31314 385 1 byl Ll Ole 51 5 5 anl o
W S o 5l 55l SO I sy a5l e (e SO a5 el s
(See. Plantinga, 1982 196) o3l al sk 1 sl ol bo o 3 3 95 M3 s

odle &S 55d 0 AU o me Jlod i laCd e Bl 4 5l S oBs sl o
S Ol e L s s 4 53l soias & B 1555 58 (e Sl B
S aS Jace Sl eslinal L ity 55 AL al sl oK a3 5 e Ll s
DS e oLl o lansl aeds 4 el oel sy 0 IS 5 elo ST 6T S 5
Al e L 0T 0l g5 a8 3503 555 OLadl 3 (bl 858 G e ol Gl e
bl 553 | b s 48 550 0 o peimn b Wgs T8 S el el
Al B 31w w1 playsl (LS alerl b e (sla 2iSCs L Al go) il
el ey Bl sl S0 At 3 e e slassl 5 S e 45 S 0 A S
S5 3 gl 5 IVl G o a g e ol Sl sdeliemsay slaysl s ole 4
b S e o3 SVIG S slacans s 53 Olusl a5 paen 4y 635 dal 55 Lo sla b
Sl sl Ol o S g il 55 3,8 oo ISE 5l 53 ls sy Lglas 4Kl
.(See. Plantinga, 2000: 161 - 170) —o.ils 45l 5L

slaa b L L ol S sl nldd e slie sl Ss S5 e
B me (g S S s 4 KU e Sl L aslin 55 5 wldd jne
ok e s L dgrlse 03 15 5,55 ol sla el 5 LeellB 5 o Lil e Sl

1S dal gt o Lal OF w aelsl 55 a8 S o oLl el lad  dist 555 @

1. Really Basic



WA oy oF 8,les VY 8,90 (oo annds [E YIS

sawz Mol owlniCd y2o o Siig
S0 ot LSl olan (sl lidid pne 2oy Ty il el oDl it pas
Gl 5S4 el (035 sk Lol S 55 sk ) geaie S e aST S 31 sla sl
ol s ol sl (Shis 23 Sl b O3 g 4z Shis oS o My sk Ol &S
Ol Jole 6 sl Jos a0 bogs 0 D3 oo (S O 53 oS 5 blles £k

las sy Ole Jool 3lS sl 48050 ol bt e S5 s
ol s QLIS 05 o8 35 5 a3l e (il 4 (ol e 53 1505 51,5055
Lok el aBT 5 0bl S0, S e 3 cdidls o eV Sl b a5 las 4 Ll
dalpt ol el LS al e oS e Bt 03 AST 3 sl S 5 a5
B3 sk bl sl lbs Job W8T 50 pde b3 4 21,805, 5,00, oS 5
o 53 3,57 o K Ll Jolb (8 pme uild W e iy o 1 0k 2 J 28 5 BlS
Srnd 03 Ft 5 Sl S0 (8 me (LS il ABL SIS0 e o a B S
(Zagzebski, 1993: 201) .5 .S a ;13 6Ll S kel 8 slan ki

e el s i me s S s 4 Ol @B 5 Ll S0sn i
S yre Gls S Jas e Ll sl ool gl ST a8 en g ol Kol
3l J RS Cod a3 S ot 3l ST Sl (gl il b opl 5 5y dalgs
S 8 e il S e s e T (6153 S sl s el
Ll S aS liode Jlis 55 a8 e Jes zea gl gl8 5 S e iy oo
Lid p 5 Some e LB a5 e b e LT (615 0580 Jos
.(Zagzebski, 1993: 202)

olbs o S ilatl LSO o e om0l 3 5l O S 5 S 6;@5}’

\)Md&wxﬂkébﬁ%dﬁbwjgww\@o—\ﬂg}g;_é)j;ﬂjﬂj.w\

1. Particular state of believing
2. Non voluntarism
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1. Normative
2. Self-reflective
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