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Attention to the preservation of the environment and the local economy has made ecotourism a focus
of planners and tourism professionals in recent years. In order to achieve the goals of ecotourism, the
development of Ecotourism Residence is one of the most effective ways. In this regard, the province of
Guilan, as one of the main tourism destinations in Iran with a large number of attractions and tourism
resources, has always been a popular tourism destination that giving enough attention to the principles
of ecotourism can lead to the development of the province. Accordingly, the development of ecotour-
ism residences in the rural areas has been emphasized by the authorities throughout the past few years.
Therefore, this research intends to use a qualitative method to identify the problems and challenges of

Key words: ¢ developing ecotourism residences in the rural areas of Guilan province using grounded theory. Based on
tourism, Ecotour- © apurposeful and theoretical sampling, 41 experts, tourism activists, villagers, and officials were selected.
ism Residence, © Semi-structured interviews and field observations were used to collect data and information. Interviews
grounded theory, continued until theoretical saturation stage. Based on the Grounded Theory, data coding was done in
Rural Areas of three stages, and its results were six nuclear issues, including factors related to land use, marketing,
Guilan Province ¢ administrative problems, attractions, the lack of training and facilities, and management and planning.
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Extended Abstract examined in the three areas of environmental, economic,

and socio-cultural. In this regard, considering the adverse

1. Introduction effects of tourism in the past few decades, researchers

have criticized mass tourism as a cause of environmental

ourism is one of the largest and most degradation and deterioration of social and cultural struc-
employment-intensive sectors in the tures of indigenous communities. Accordingly, concepts

world. The development of tourism such as ecotourism have been proposed to address these

with its complexities includes different issues. The development of ecotourism residence is one

positive and negative effects that can be of the most effective ways to achieve the goals of ecotour-
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ism. In this regard, the province of Guilan, as one of the
leading tourism destinations in Iran with a large number
of attractions and tourism resources, has always been a
popular tourism destination that giving enough attention
to the principles of ecotourism can lead to the develop-
ment of the province. Based on this, the development of
ecotourism residences has been emphasized by authori-
ties in the rural areas of Guilan province in the past few
years. Therefore, Therefore, this research aims to use a
qualitative method to identify the problems and challeng-
es of developing ecotourism residences in the rural areas
of Guilan province using grounded theory.

2. Methodology

This research applied the Grounded theory method to
identify the obstacles of developing ecotourism residence
in the rural areas of Guilan province. The qualitative re-
search method of Grounded Theory aims to study social
processes in human interaction. This method was de-

veloped by Glaser and Strauss (1967) and is rooted in the
Symbolic interactionism approach. It is a field method
that investigates and describes phenomena in their natu-
ral contexts. Grounded Theory is a five-step process
involving the research design (i.e., technical literature
review and selecting items), data collection, setting data
and writing items and concepts, analyzing data (the sig-
nificant section), an designing and validating the model.
By research design, we mean questions and scopes of re-
search. Based on a purposeful and theoretical sampling,
41 experts, tourism activists, villagers, and officials were
selected. The techniques used for data collection focused
on semi-structured interviews and field observations.
The interviews continued until theoretical saturation was
reached.

3. Results

The findings of the study are based on 41 interviews
conducted with experts, tourism activists, villagers, and
officials. Sixty-five concepts were extracted, and then
they categorized into six main issues, namely land use,
marketing, administrative, attractions, training and facili-
ties, and management and planning.

4. Discussion

Land-use changes within and outside of the villages is
seen as one of the main barriers to the development of
ecotourism residence in Guilan province. These changes
have increased in recent years as a result of developing
second home tourism. This, in turn, has led to a rise in
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land price on the one hand and a land shortage of on the
other hand, which has made it impossible to develop eco-
tourism residences in the rural areas in practice. A signifi-
cant number of villagers who are interested in investing
in ecotourism have no education or knowledge regard-
ing ecotourism, and they usually lose their motivation
and hope after a while. A lack of appropriate marketing
and advertising can also be added to a lack of knowledge
on ecotourism residence and ecotourism attractions. All
of these are rooted in the mismanagement and unplan-
ning. For example, there is no comprehensive plan for the
planned construction of ecotourism residence in Guilan
province, or there is not any feedback on past trends. It
seems that lending and banking facilities cannot merely
promote the development of ecotourism residence, and
more attention should be paid to all aspects and factors
affecting the process.

5. Conclusion

Attention to the preservation of the environment and the
local economy has made ecotourism the focus of tourism
planners and professionals in recent years. The participa-
tion of local people and villagers in ecotourism can be
done in different ways. In our country's villages, one of
the most important ways that has flourished in recent
years is ecotourism residence. Meanwhile, Guilan prov-
ince, with its various natural, historical, cultural, and hu-
man attractions, has always been regarded as one of the
main tourist destinations of the country. Considering the
large number of tourists entering the province, planning
for their accommodation in ecotourism residence in rural
areas can help boost the rural economy and further famil-
iarizing the tourists with the villages and their culture.
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